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Foreword from our Chair
Over the last year we have distributed £354,235 to the communities that Hillcrest operates in. It 
has been my absolute pleasure to chair the board of trustees for the Foundation and be part of 
something that is improving the lives of so many people.  

Over the last year, the highlight to me was widening the Foundation to external organisations. 
Right from the outset, the Foundation was established to support local communities and create 
positive futures. By supporting external groups, we have been able to make a bigger impact and 
support a wider range of people. 

A lot of time and hard work goes into the process of awarding grants and I would like to pass on 
my personal thanks to Hillcrest’s Fundraising and Grants Team. They work tirelessly to ensure that 
myself and the trustees are presented with information that allows us to make informed decisions, 
for which I am grateful. 

I would also like to thank my fellow trustees. Each and every one of them are committed to making 
the right decisions and we have had a lot of interesting and detailed discussions about the projects 
that apply. 

Looking forward, our commitment to the communities we work in is only going to get stronger. 
Everyone is experiencing difficulties during the current cost of living crisis and we will continue to 
do all that we can to help and support people. 

The impact the Foundation has is significant, so a key focus for next year is generating income 
which will increase the funds available to us. Traditionally the Foundation was funded through 
the profit making companies within Hillcrest but we want to grow this to include donations from 
corporate partners and increase the amount of fundraising undertaken by people to support the 
Foundation’s work. 
 
I have no doubt that we will continue to see the number of groups who apply increase and I
look forward to another successful year, making a difference to the lives of the people we support. 
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The Foundation supports activity in Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Fife, Perth and Kinross, 
Aberdeen and Angus. Established in 2020, the Foundation was created to enable Hillcrest to 
have a focused strategy for supporting the communities they work in and improving the lives of 
individuals experiencing financial hardship or other disadvantages.

Governed by a Board of Trustees, grants are awarded to organisations whose activities align with 
the Foundation’s objectives. Bids for funding are sought twice a year – once for internal projects 
and once for external. 

The Hillcrest Foundation’s goal is to improve people’s 
lives and create positive futures.

Our objectives
The Foundation’s objectives are:

To contribute to wider, social, 
economic and environmental 
wellbeing

To offer training, educational, 
employment and recreational 
opportunities

To create positive differences 
to the lives of others

To strengthen links between 
charitable organisations, 
community groups and 
individuals within our areas of 
operation

Our mission

About the Foundation

The Foundation has begun to measure the social impact of projects receiving funding. Using tools 
provided by HACT and SFHA all bids are analysed for potential impact, allowing Trustees to make 
decisions with the benefit of quantified wellbeing projections. Most successful bids are 
then analysed using outcomes data, meaning we are able to demonstrate the value for money 
of the projects receiving funding. A 2021/22 report found evidence of £47,000 of wellbeing 
gains coming from £32,000 of funding. A report into internal project funding for 2022/2023 
will be produced shortly, to be followed by a report into the first wave of external funding 
expected to be produced in early 2024.
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£354,235 
awarded to 

projects

73
projects 

supported

£144,158
awarded to 

improving health 
and wellbeing 

32
external 

organisations
supported

41
Hillcrest 
projects 

supported

£10k
raised for the 
Foundation 
through the 

Kiltwalk

£160,020
awarded to 

reducing 
inequalities

£50,057
awarded to 

reducing 
isolation



Prior to 2022/23 the Foundation was available 
to Hillcrest companies and projects only, but 
this year was widened to include applications 
from external organisations. The first round 
of funding for external organisation saw 32 
projects awarded funds totalling £159,601. 
This ranged from a project supporting mother 
and child recovery, a regular football activity 
for older people to connect; to starter packs, 
funeral support and training costs. All of the 
projects have the same aim at the heart of them 
- they exist to improve the lives of the people in 
Hillcrest’s communities. 

Wharton Square Residents’ Group was 
successfully awarded £4,478 to purchase and 
install a defibrillator at their development. The 
lifesaving piece of equipment will be available 
for all Hillcrest Homes and Hillcrest Enterprises 
tenants, as well as the wider community, to use 
in case of emergency. 

Success Stories

Wharton Square Defibrillator

The Year 2022/23

Chris van der Kuyl CBE joined the Foundation as a volunteer ambassador in 2022/23. Chris, a 
Dundonian, is one of Scotland’s leading entrepreneurs working across the technology, media, 
gaming and entertainment sectors. As an ambassador Chris brings a wealth of expertise and 
connections, and has played a key role in raising awareness of the Foundation.

2022/23 saw individuals raising funds for the Foundation for the first time. Over 50 members of 
Hillcrest staff, friends, family and people Hillcrest support took part in the Kiltwalk to generate 
income for the Foundation. Over £10,000 was raised which will be accessible to groups in the next 
round of funding. A key focus for next year will be to look at additional funding streams to enhance 
the money donated through the profit making arms of Hillcrest, including encouraging corporate 
sponsorship. 

To understand the impact the Foundation has on people, the Board of Trustees visited a number of 
projects in May last year who had been awarded funds. This included a holiday home, a boutique 
charity shop, a learning place and a hub that is used to host added value activities including dance 
and cooking classes.



Edinburgh Hub 
Hillcrest Futures’ Edinburgh Hub received £2,891 to support people on low incomes to attend days 
out. 46 people have been supported to visit educational and recreational visitors’ attractions that 
required an entry fee.  

A group of 15 people attended the Access performance of the Scottish Opera at the Festival 
Theatre. 

The group, which was made up of opera 
enthusiasts as well as beginners, watched 
a fully staged version of ‘Gianni Schicchi’, 
part of Puccini’s ‘Il trittico’. The Access 
performance was created for audiences who 
enjoy a more relaxed opera experience, with 
extra staff on hand to help and a smaller 
capacity to allow everyone space.  

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and only had 
positive feedback to give.

Aberlour Mother and 
Child Recovery House 
£5000 was awarded to contribute to the costs of 
opening Aberlour’s first dedicated mother and child 
recovery house in Dundee. The service is designed to support 
women with problematic substance use whilst enabling their young children to stay with them 
during their recovery. The recovery house is the first of its kind in Scotland. 
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A mother currently living in the new house said: “There needs to be more places like this. It’s a one 
in a million chance, an amazing place.” 
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