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Open Lectures  
at a glance

Professor Christian Kaunert  
Towards new refugee norms in Europe  
after the impact of the Syrian refugee crisis  
in the Mediterranean and the ongoing  
securitisation process.

Dr Marwa Elnahass 
Financial reporting, governance mechanisms  
and earnings management: Islamic versus  
conventional banking.

Professor Simon Archer 
Financial regulation and the development of regulatory  
bodies for Islamic finance.

Dr Daniel A. Brubaker 
Qur’an manuscripts and the Qur’an’s early written transmission 
history: some highlights.

Dr Sabri Mohammad 
Contribution of banking sector in creating real economic 
activities: a comparative analysis between Islamic and 
conventional banks.

Dr Alaa Garad 
The learning advantage: achieve growth and success  
through learning.

Dr Michael Hoelzl 
What is wrong with populism? Or, the normative  
power of the counterfactual.

Dr Tareq Moqbel 
Qur’ānic narratives as  
Applied Ethics. 
 

27 Sept
6pm

25 Oct
6pm

29 Nov
6pm

21 Feb
6pm

14 Mar
6pm

11 Apr
6pm

06 June
6pm

20 June
6pm

Dundee is on the east coast, between 
Aberdeen and Edinburgh. It sits right on  
the Tay estuary and its beautiful south-facing 
position makes it Scotland’s sunniest city.  
It’s perfectly placed for exploring, too, with  
the other three major cities all within two hours’ 
journey, not to mention beaches, mountains 
and picturesque villages on the doorstep.

Discover Dundee
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Established in 2001, Al-Maktoum College is a not-for-profit educational charity, 

and one of the few private colleges of higher education in the UK. 

The Patron is His Highness Shaikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Deputy Ruler 

of Dubai and Minister of Finance of the United Arab Emirates, whose vision for 

multiculturalism and education is at the heart of the College.

It is neither a mosque nor a religious institution with no political and/or ideological 

agenda. Students and staff are from all over the world, including Dundee and are 

of all religions and none. 

Al-Maktoum College promotes education and multiculturalism while building 

bridges between the Muslim and western worlds. This is done by providing a 

scientific study of the Middle East and Islam in parallel with western tradition and 

knowledge. This creates first-class academic training in a friendly atmosphere, 

where students form a lively community in and out of the classroom. 

The College aims to promote thought-provoking debates and an intellectual and 

scientific understanding of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies. It is also aiming 

to widen its educational programmes into new subject areas including Business 

Studies and Management and Leadership in collaboration with the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority (SQA).  

Discover more at almcollege.org.uk/about-the-college 

Dr A G Abubaker

College Secretary, Acting Head of College 

Welcome to  
Al-Maktoum College  
of Higher Education

What are Open Lectures?

Speakers from all over the world are invited  
to deliver enlightening lectures on topics related  
to religion, Islam, Muslims and interfaith relations. 
The lectures aim to establish a bridge between 
Muslim and non-Muslim communities and societies.

When do the lectures take place?

Lectures take place on a Thursday evening  
at 6pm. Full details available in this brochure  
or on the website.

Where is the College?

Al-Maktoum College of Higher Education is at  
124 Blackness Road, DD1 5PE. 

How do I register?

You can email openlectures@almcollege.org.uk  
to book your FREE place. 

Other information

Please check the website or social media for  
up to date times and any last-minute changes.

Previous lectures are available on YouTube.  
Search for ‘Al-Maktoum College’.

Search for the events on Facebook. 

All College news and events can be found on  
the website almcollege.org.uk/news-events

Open Lectures
The Al-Maktoum series of Open Lectures are FREE and open to all. 

almcollege.org.uk/open-lectures  
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This lecture examines the extent to which 
the ongoing Syrian refugee crisis in the 
Mediterranean has led to the development 
of new asylum norms and policies in Europe. 
The following empirical analysis is structured 

into two main sections. The first identifies the 
norms that have underpinned the development 
of the European Union policy on asylum 
from its inception until the start of the Syrian 
refugee crisis. The second section analyses the 
extent to which, if any, the refugee crisis in the 
Mediterranean has been used as a window of 
opportunity by norm and/or policy entrepreneurs 
to advocate for new asylum norms and practices. 
It also considers how successful these norm  
and/or policy entrepreneurs have been in order 
to assess the extent to which new asylum norms 
and policies have emerged in the European 
Union in the context of the Mediterranean 
refugee crisis.

This lecture will describe the creation and work  
of two self-regulatory bodies in Islamic finance 
which allow Islamic Financial Institutions to fit  
into the International Financial System. 

The raison d’être of Islamic Financial Institutions 
(IFIs) is to provide financial services that are in 
conformity with Islamic religious law (the Shari’ah) 
and in particular with the Fiqh al Muamalat (Islamic 
financial jurisprudence). Key features of the latter 
are the prohibitions of interest, speculation and  
the trading of risk. These prohibitions have 
profound implications for the ways in which 
banking and insurance services may be provided.  
Consequently, there are also implications for the 
regulation of IFIs including Islamic banks and 
insurance (Takaful) undertakings. 

The two self-regulatory bodies are the Accounting 
and Auditing Organization for Islamic Financial 
Institutions (AAOIFI) and the Islamic Financial 
Services Board (IFSB). The lecture will explain: 
(1) why conventional financial regulation is 
inappropriate for IFIs if not amended to suit the 
latter’s specificities; and (2) how appropriate 
adaptation and complementation of conventional 
financial regulation, as performed by AAIOFI and 
IFSB, allow IFIs to fit into the international  
financial system by being regulated according  
to internationally accepted standards.

This lecture introduces the current debates 
related to the reporting quality indicators for 
the two bank types. It will cover the different 
financial standards applied by both Islamic and 
conventional banks worldwide as well as the 

existing systematic differences in the two bank 
types’ business models, including traditional 
and non-traditional governance mechanisms. 
The lecture also aims at reflecting on emerging 
opportunities and incentives for accounting 
manipulations and earnings management 
practices across the two bank types. It will 
highlight the key policy implications arising for 
the global banking system.

After working directly with the earliest extant 
Qur’an manuscripts for nearly a decade,  
Dr Brubaker has become conversant with their 
character, physical and linguistic features, as 
well as academic questions that have arisen in 

recent scholarship around early transmission of 
the recitation as a written object. This lecture will 
be a tour of some interesting features including 
some examples of corrections (Dr Brubaker’s 
primary work) as well as discussion of script 
styles and other features of the page including 
illumination, verse and Sura divisions, and the 
still-young study of manuscript families.

Towards new refugee norms 
in Europe after the impact of 
the Syrian refugee crisis in the 
Mediterranean and the ongoing 
securitisation process

Financial reporting, governance 
mechanisms and earnings 
management: Islamic versus 
conventional banking

Financial regulation and the 
development of regulatory bodies 
for Islamic finance

Qur’an manuscripts and 
the Qur’an’s early written 
transmission history:  
some highlights

27 Sept
2018

29 Nov
2018

25 Oct
2018

21 Feb
2019

Prof Christian Kaunert
University of South Wales

Prof Simon Archer
University of Reading

Dr Marwa Elnahas
Newcastle University

Dr Daniel A. Brubaker
Co-founder & Senior Research Fellow, Qur'an Gateway

Open Lectures
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The theory of banking suggests that one of 
the key functions that banks conduct is the 
transformation of the maturities. Through such 
a function, banks finance their illiquid assets 
by liquid liabilities. By doing so, banks channel 

the deposited savings into real investments 
that, in turn, promote real economic activities 
whereby economic growth is achieved, through 
which the ultimate objective of the rationale 
for Islamic banking is met, as Islamic finance 
is based on strong moral values, where one of 
the main principles of Maqasid al Shari’ah (the 
objective of Islamic law) is interpreted as human 
well-being, indicating wealth generation through 
embedded economic activities. Accordingly, 
due to the unique nature of Islamic financial 
principles, products and operations, Islamic 
banks are perceived to be key contributors in 
promoting economic growth through creating 
productive and effective financial activities.

Populism and populistic politics are on the 
rise again. All over the world we can see the 
triumph of populism over rational debate and 
the belief in the soft force of the stronger 
argument in politics. But what is wrong with 

populism? Why do feel people discontent 
whenever populist politics dominates? This 
lecture will analyse the strength of populism 
and seek to understand why it appeals to so 
many people, irrespective of their political or 
religious context and worldview.

Ever wondered why companies like Apple, 
Microsoft, and Xerox are great companies 
and why they have sustained excellence 
over the years? Or why some countries like 
Finland, Norway, and Denmark have some of 

the best public services in the world, keeping 
them at the top of the world happiness index 
for decades? And why some individuals are 
achieving better results than others? It is 
LEARNING. Learning is the only sustainable 
competitive and collaborative advantage that an 
individual, an organisation or a government can 
have. Without learning, we repeat our mistakes 
and become worse, but with learning, we find 
solutions to our fundamental problems. If we 
are able to learn effectively and apply what we 
learn, we will become better in every aspect. 
Individuals will unleash their potential and 
accomplish what they aspire to. Organizations 
will realise their visions and accomplish their 
strategic objectives. Government agencies will 
satisfy their customers and improve the quality 

of life. Ultimately, we will have life-long learning 
nations. This lecture will shed light on various 
methods of learning on individual, team and 

Contribution of banking sector 
in creating real economic 
activities: a comparative 
analysis between Islamic and 
conventional banks

The learning advantage: 
achieve growth and success 
through learning

What is wrong with populism? 
Or, the normative power of the 
counterfactual

Qur’ānic narratives 
as applied ethics

14 Mar
2019

06 June
2019

11 Apr
2019

20 June
2019

Open Lectures

Dr Sabri Mohammad
University of Bolton

Dr Alaa Garad
University of Portsmouth

Dr Michael Hoelzl
University of Manchester

Dr Tareq Moqbel
University of Westminster
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This lecture explores how Qur’ānic narratives 
(qasas) function as tools for exemplifying how 
moral principles are tested and operationalised 
in practical situations. It addresses Qur’ānic 
narratives as occasions for observing how the 

abstract moral principles are put into practice, 
with all the accompanying difficulties, struggles, 
and possible moral dilemmas. The aim of the 
lecture, therefore, is to bring to the fore those 
instances within Qur’ānic narratives that allow 
for such moral reflection, and to present those 
narratives as practical ethics.

. .



Management at University of Wollongong in Dubai 
and he founded the Centre for Management 
Excellence as the industry arm of the university 
in 2007. As a Quality and Learning Expert, he has 
extensive expertise in Service Level Agreements 
(SLA), Balanced Scorecard, and EFQM 
Excellence Model, Investors in People, Learning 
Organizations, Action Learning, Benchmarking, 
Suggestions Systems, Learning & Development, 
After-Action Reviews, Customer Service, Mystery 
Shopping, ISO Standards, and Feedback Systems. 
He has published three books and over 260 
weekly articles.

Dr Michael Hoelzl is Senior Lecturer in Political 
Philosophy and Religion at the University of 
Manchester. His research and teaching focuses 
on the role religious thought and praxis plays in 
modern and contemporary political philosophy. 
Among his publications are: Theorie vom guten 
Hirten. Eine kurze Geschichte pastoralen 
Herrschaftswissen (Lit, 2017) and, together with 
Graham Ward, Carl Schmitt. Dictatorship  
(Polity, 2014). 

Dr Tareq Moqbel is a Lecturer in Law at the 
University of Westminster in London, where he 
teaches various modules on English Law, as well 
as specialised modules on Islamic Law and Islamic 
Finance at undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels. Tareq is also a specialist in Qur’ānic 
exegesis—tafsīr—and the variant readings of the 
Qur’ān. In addition to his work at Westminster, 
Tareq is currently conducting further research on 
Qur’ānic ethics at the Faculty of Divinity in the 
University of Cambridge.

Prof. Dr. Christian Kaunert is Chair of Policing and 
Security, as well as Director of the International 
Centre for Policing and Security at the University of 
South Wales. Previously, he served as an Academic 
Director and Professor at the Institute for European 
Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, a Professor 
of International Politics, Head of Discipline in 
Politics, and the Director of the European Institute 
for Security and Justice, a Jean Monnet Centre 
for Excellence, at the University of Dundee. Prof. 
Kaunert has researched and taught in many 
international universities and was previously 
Senior Lecturer at the University of Dundee, Marie 
Curie Senior Research Fellow at the European 
University Institute Florence, and Senior Lecturer in 
EU Politics & International Relations, University of 
Salford. He has been awarded with a prestigious 
Jean Monnet Chair in EU Justice and Home Affairs 
Policy and EU Counter-Terrorism (in July 2013, 
and again, in July 2017). He has also previously 
been the Editor of the Journal of Contemporary 
European Research (JCER), on the Executive 
Committee member of the University Association 
for Contemporary European Studies (UACES), and 
an Expert for the European Parliament. He is also 
on the editorial board of the journal European 
Politics and Society (EPS) and the Journal of 
European Integration (JEI).

Dr Marwa Elnahass is a doctoral graduate of 
Lancaster University and currently works as a 
Lecturer of Accounting and Finance in Newcastle 
University Business School. Her background 
reflects both professional practices as an auditor 
and accountant in local auditing firms as well as 
multi-national oil and gas corporations (e.g. Shell 
and Schlumberger). Dr Elnahass’ research and 
publications (in ranked ABS academic journals 
and media articles) cover the associations across 
disciplines related to financial reporting standards, 
earnings management and corporate governance. 

Her research interests also draw upon comparisons 
between Islamic and conventional banking for 
debate surrounding stock markets’ valuation, 
banking resilience and religiosity. Her empirical 
research also reflects on M&As in non-financial 
firms. Her recent research interest covers Financial 
Technology (FinTech) and Artificial Intelligence. 
She is also a member in the peer review college 
of ESRC-GCRF. Dr Elnahass is a referee in leading 
ABS peer-reviewed journals and supervises a 
number of PhD students working in the area of 
Islamic finance, disclosure and financial stability.

Prof. Archer is a Visiting Professor at the ICMA 
Centre, Henley Business School, University of 
Reading, UK, with particular responsibility for 
Islamic Finance. Previously, he was Professor 
of Financial Management at the University of 
Surrey, after being Midland Bank Professor of 
Financial Sector Accounting at the University 
of Wales, Bangor. After studies in Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics at Oxford University, he 
qualified as a Chartered Accountant with Arthur 
Andersen in London and then moved to Price 
Waterhouse in Paris, where he became Partner 
in charge of Management Consultancy Services. 
Since beginning an academic career, Professor 
Archer has undertaken numerous consultancy 
assignments, and has been a Visiting Professor at  
a number of universities and business schools. 
He is the author and co-editor of a considerable 
number of works and academic papers, and in 
2010, he received an award from the Central Bank 
of Bahrain and Kuwait Finance House, Bahrain 
for his “outstanding contribution to the Islamic 
Financial Services Industry”.

Dr Daniel Brubaker is a postdoctoral researcher 
studying early Qur’an manuscripts as material 
objects and witnesses to the text and its 

Biographies
Prof Christian Kaunert
University of South Wales

Dr Marwa Elnahas
Newcastle University

community in the time of Muhammad and 
the earliest centuries following his death. Dr 
Brubaker’s doctoral dissertation centred on 
scribal corrections in Qur’an manuscripts of the 
first three hijri centuries. He received his PhD 
from Rice University in 2014, and he has traveled 
the world examining many thousands of folios of 
the earliest Qur’an manuscripts before and since 
the achievement of his doctorate. Dr Brubaker’s 
research is forthcoming in print, and much of it is 
also available through Qur’an Gateway, of which 
he is a founding member.

Dr Sabri Mohammad completed his PhD in 
Accounting and Finance at Durham University 
Business School, University of Durham. He is 
currently a lecturer in Islamic Finance and acting 
registrar at the Centre for Islamic Finance, Bolton 
Business School, University of Bolton, UK and 
acts as a member of the Editorial Advisory Board 
of the International Journal of Islamic and Middle 
Eastern Finance and Management. Dr Mohammad 
has contributed to many international conferences 
and published in different journals. His research 
interests include Islamic banking and finance, 
risk management, contemporary applications of 
Islamic commercial law, Islamic financial product 
development, corporate social responsibility, 
maqasid al-Shariah, Shariah governance and 
regulations, auditing and reporting.

Dr Alaa Garad holds a Bachelors Degree 
in Commerce, a Master’s Degree in Quality 
Management and a PhD in Organizational Learning 
and Excellence. He is a Certified EFQM Assessor, 
a licensed specialist at Investors in People, and 
Chief Examiner and Juror at several national and 
regional quality and excellence awards. Dr Garad 
oversaw the redesigning of the Master of Quality 

Prof Simon Archer
University of Reading

Dr Daniel A. Brubaker
Co-founder and Senior Research Fellow, 
Qur'an Gateway

Dr Sabri Mohammad
University of Bolton Dr Michael Hoelzl

University of Manchester

Dr Tareq Moqbel
University of Westminster

Dr Alaa Garad
University of Portsmouth

Open Lecture Series 2018 - 20198 Open Lecture Series 2018 - 2019 9



Open Lecture Series 2018 - 2019 11Open Lecture Series 2018 - 201910

DISCOVER DIVERSITY IN DUNDEE

almcollege.org.uk

Our Location & Facilities 

Based in Dundee, a dynamic Scottish city in the 
international spotlight, we are proud to have students 
and staff from all around the globe – and so far  
175 from more than 30 countries have graduated 
from our degree programmes.

Dundee is Scotland’s fourth largest city, with a 
population of 150,000. The city is compact and easy 
to get around and it is one of the cheapest cities in 
the UK for students to live.

The campus provides everything you need to make 
your time as a student as enjoyable and stress- 
free as possible. The main building is located on 
Blackness Road, close to the city’s two universities; 
Abertay University and The University of Dundee and 
a short walk from the City Centre. This location makes 
it a perfect location for students as there is student 
accommodation, shops and social activities nearby.

From our large lecture hall to seminar and breakout 
rooms, we are continually investing in our facilities. 
Students at Al-Maktoum can benefit from the use of 
the University of Dundee’s sports and counselling 
facilities as well as the library and student’s union.

To organise a visit and see our  
open day dates:

almcollege.org.uk/visit-us 

Discover Courses 

We offer qualifications in Arabic Language,  
Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies and Islamic 
Economics. They can be studied full-time, part-time  
or in the evening. 

Our courses are open to students from a variety of 
backgrounds and most are fully SCQF credit-rated by 
the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA). You may 
use these qualifications to enhance your applications 
for employment or university study.

For more information visit almcollege.org.uk/study 

1  An excellent range of courses

We offer a range of courses for all levels of study, 
from Introductory Certificate in Arabic Language  
to Professional Diploma in Islamic Economics  
and Finance. All our courses are SCQF-rated  
by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA). 

2  We’re building bridges

At Al-Maktoum College we strive to improve 
understanding of Islam and Muslims, reaching  
out to people from all walks of life to share their  
views and get involved in discussions about 
contemporary issues and the challenges facing 
multicultural society. We’re proud of our links  
with the local and national community.

3  A great city to study in

Dundee is a vibrant city on the banks of the  
River Tay on the north east of Scotland. With three 
other universities and colleges, Dundee is bustling 
with students. It’s also a city with an exciting future  
– a £1bn waterfront redevelopment is currently 
underway, the centrepiece of which is the V&A 
Museum of Design Dundee. 

4  Located at the heart of Scotland

Not only is Dundee a wonderful, friendly city in  
which to live, work and study, it’s also the perfect 
base for exploring further afield. From our central 
location it takes less than two hours to journey to  
the mountains to the north and the bustling big  
cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow to the south.

5  State-of-the-art facilities

We’ve got everything you need on campus, from 
excellent lecture and seminar facilities to an IT suite 
and study rooms. The Shaikh Hamdan Library is the 
focus of individual study and research, housing over 
23,000 volumes across two large rooms.

6  Striving to reach new understanding

As part of our goal to widen and improve the study 
of Islam in conjunction with other religious and faith 
traditions, we are delighted to be developing new 
research centres. The Centre for the Study of Islamic 
Diversity, Education and Ethics is the first of these.

7  An inclusive and welcoming ethos

At the heart of everything we do is the desire to 
embrace multiculturalism and religious pluralism,  
to value equally all human beings regardless of  
their religion, ethnicity, nationality, gender, class, 
ability or cultural background. As part of this 
approach, we run a series of Open Lectures  
every year, inviting speakers from all over the  
world. The enlightening and engaging lectures  
take on topics related to religion, Islam, Muslims  
and interfaith relations. 

8  Funding for outstanding students

We’re pleased to be able to offer new funding 
opportunities for outstanding students. These 
bursaries are available to students wishing  
to apply for one of our SQA courses, studying  
full-time from September 2018. The funding  
covers the full student tuition free and a fixed  
monthly sum of £400 to cover living expenses. 

9  Here to help

We want your student experience to be as  
enjoyable as possible and we will do everything  
we can to support you. Our friendly academic 
staff are on hand to advise on all aspects of your 
coursework, and our admin team can help you with 
any questions you may have on entry requirements, 
applications, visas, funding, accommodation and  
local life. Student life can be overwhelming and that  
is why we have partnered with Dundee University  
to provide a counselling service should you need  
a friendly ear to listen to worries or concerns.

10  Excellent career prospects

Many of our students have graduated from 
Al-Maktoum College and gone on to work for 
government services at local and national levels  
as diplomats, consultants and project workers,  
in non-governmental and international organisations, 
the voluntary sector and charitable organisations.  
The knowledge and skills you will acquire here  
will also stand you in good stead for the future.  
Our courses are designed to give you important  
life skills that you will continue to use throughout  
your life, whatever path you choose.

10 reasons to study at Al-Maktoum CollegeDiscover Diversity
in Dundee




