Open Lectures
at a glance
Dr Ikrom Yakubov
International Security, Agents & Security
Agenda Setting: The Case of Iraq’s WMD
Programme.

5 Dec
6pm

Professor Alison Scott-Baumann
Mapping the Landscape: British Islamic
and Muslim Higher Educational Provision.

20 Feb
6pm

Dr Mubashar Hasan
Conceptualising Politics through a Religious
Framework: Religion and Politics in Bangladesh.

09 Apr
6pm

Dr Dirk Hartwig
Shared Traditions – Multiple Histories:
The Pre-Islamic Heritage in the Qur’an.

14 May
6pm

Dr Marius C. Felderhof
Religious Education in a Secular and Religiously
Plural Society.

11 June
6pm

Prof Christian Kaunert
Towards New Refugee Norms in Europe after
The Impact of the Syrian Refugee Crisis in
the Mediterranean and the ongoing
securitisation process.

Open
Lecture Series
2019/2020
Discover Dundee

At Al-Maktoum College we strive to improve
understanding of Islam and Muslims, by
reaching out to people from all walks of
life and encouraging active discussions
surrounding the contemporary issues and
challenges facing a multicultural society.

For more information contact:
events@almcollege.ac.uk
01382 908070
Al-Maktoum College of Higher Education
124 Blackness Road
Dundee DD1 5PE
Scotland

Designed and produced by avian.co.uk

10 Oct
6pm
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Welcome to
Al-Maktoum College
of Higher Education
We are specialists. Our intellectual endeavours are dedicated to building bridges between the
communities- namely ‘western’ and ‘Muslim’- that make up our city, nation and world today. In this
all-inclusive approach to education, we believe, the College is a somewhat unique establishment
in Scotland and the UK today.
The College actively works to educate the next generation of professionals and scholars,
both nationally and internationally. Our students are achievers- thinking differently, challenging,
examining, defining and provoking positive change within societies and communities from
local to global. Indeed, since our founding in 2001, the College has seen students from over
30 different nationalities graduate from our contemporary courses which now include Higher
National Certificate and Diploma (HNC/D) qualifications.

Other information

Speakers from all over the world are invited
to deliver enlightening lectures on topics related
to religion, Islam, Muslims and interfaith relations.
The lectures aim to establish a bridge between
Muslim and non-Muslim communities and societies.

Please check the website or social media for
up to date times and any last-minute changes.

When do the lectures take place?
Lectures take place on a Thursday evening
To Nin
at 6pm. Full details available in this brochure
ewells
Hospita
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or on the website.
Where is the College?

All College news and events can be found on
the website almcollege.ac.uk/media
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Al-Maktoum College of Higher Education is at
124 Blackness Road, Dundee, DD1 5PE.
How do I register?

Search for the events on Facebook.

Blackness Road
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Small in size but great in our ambition, we embrace differences, tolerance and breadth of
understanding as the key to meeting the challenges of the 21st Century.

What are Open Lectures?
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We are agents for change, as befits a changing city, nation and world.

almcollege.ac.uk/open-lectures
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Furthermore, the College is pleased to have launched Scotland's first masters degree in Islamic
Banking and Finance, in collaboration with the University of Dundee.

The Al-Maktoum College series of Open Lectures are FREE and open to all.
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Our aim is simple. We aspire to grow as an independent, internationally recognised centre of
Higher Education. The College focuses on lifelong learning through academic, technical and
customised programmes recognised by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) and the
UK Quality Assurance Agency (QAA).

Open Lectures
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Funded primarily by the Al-Maktoum Foundation, our vision for high-quality teaching and learning,
enriched by a multicultural perspective makes for a rewarding educational experience.
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On every level, the College is a place where potential and ability is valued over background or
ethnicity. It is an establishment where further and higher education is available and welcome to all.

Email events@almcollege.ac.uk
to book your FREE place.

Discover Diversity. Discover Al-Maktoum College.
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Open Lectures
10 Oct
2019

20 Feb
2020

09 Apr
2020

Dr Ikrom Yakubov

Prof. Alison Scott-Baumann

Dr Mubashar Hasan

Dr Dirk Hartwig

International Security, Agents
& Security Agenda Setting:
The Case of Iraq’s WMD Programme

Mapping the Landscape:
British Islamic and Muslim
Higher Educational Provision

Conceptualising Politics through
a Religious Framework:
Religion and Politics in Bangladesh

Shared Traditions –
Multiple Histories: The Pre-Islamic
Heritage in the Qur’an

Despite the fact that International Security
is still in its infancy, it has already become
a heterogeneous field within the academic
edifice. What makes this under-developed
discipline equally captivating for both scholars
and practitioners is International Security lies at
the intersection of various adjacent fields such
as IR; Security Studies; Intelligence & Cyber
Studies; Military, Strategy & Warfare Studies;
Gender Studies; Terrorism & Counter-terrorism,
Radicalisation & De-radicalisation; Philosophy,
Divinity and Religion; Law, Criminology &
Policing; History, Sociology & Society Studies;
Finance, Economics, Environmental, Health &
Welfare Studies. As a field of enquiry & research,
International Security is replete with myriad
definitions and theories.

The last decade has seen increased activity
in higher educational Islamic provision.

Bangladesh – a south Asian Muslim majority
country with more Muslim population than
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Iran combined, has
received some attention for growing religiosity,
religious intolerance, Islamisation and extremism.
Many scholars have pointed out that political
expediency and state-led promotion of religion
in public lives have shifted the nature of
Bangladesh – a country emancipated as
a secular entity in 1971.

God reveals Himself in history, He saves the
unworthy from shameful conditions, makes
covenants, He rewards and punishes. Repeatedly
He sent warners to various communities. Lining
out the dynamics of God’s reward and God’s
punishment, God gives his eternal word: the
Torah given to Moses, the Psalms, given to
David, the ‘Good Message’ given to Jesus. The
Qur’an likewise understands itself as just another
revelation of God, a confirmation of which has
been revealed before, eventually correcting
‘corruption’. Punishment stories, stories about
‘vanished people’, form an important element of
the Qur’anic discourse: God sends a warner to
an ancient people, but most of his countrymen
do not believe him. Consequently, God causes
the people in question to perish in spectacular
fashion. These narratives are either known from
the Biblical tradition (Noah, Lot, Abraham, Musa),
or from the past of Ancient Arabia (Hud, Salih,
Shu’ayb). These seven often-repeated episodes
of human pride set the stage for the emergence
of the Prophet Muhammad and the message that
was granted to him: the Qur’an.

University of South Wales

This lecture focuses upon the role of certain
entities (i.e., the Intelligence/Security Machinery)
in shaping the International Security
environment, their Agency and Security
agenda setting for domestic and
international audiences.
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5 Dec
2019
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SOAS, University of London

Various factors make this an exciting and
hopeful time: these include increased
support from philanthropic groups, enhanced
possibilities for women's leadership, more
diverse career pathways e.g. chaplaincy
and some benevolent government support
from MHCLG.
This lecture touches upon gender issues,
cultural matters and the intense work on
Islamic curricula, all combined to empower
communities. In time, this may facilitate positive
response to replace the securitisation agenda
pursued by parts of government, especially the
Home Office.

University of Oslo, Norway

This lecture argues that these narratives fall
short of conceptualising the context upon
which religious forms of politics takes place.
This lecture argues that politics in a country is
not devoid of certain conditions and conditions
emerge within a concept that sets the discourse
of politics in Bangladesh or any country. It
conceptualises the politics of Bangladesh through
an Islamic concept Ummah or global brotherhood
of Muslims and demonstrates that localisation
of this global religious concept in major party
platforms and state have set the current political
condition in Bangladesh.

University Münster

The lecture will look at some passages from
the Qur’an and discuss its theologically most
challenging message, which must be understood
as the result of an initial religious revelation which
is subject to human development, traversing
Biblical and Arabian histories alike.
Open Lecture Series 2019 - 2020
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14 May
2020

Dr Marius C. Felderhof

Prof. Christian Kaunert

Religious Education in a Secular
and Religiously Plural Society

Towards New Refugee Norms in Europe
after? The Impact of the Syrian Refugee
Crisis in the Mediterranean and the
ongoing securitisation process

University of Birmingham

Religious Education and a daily act of Collective
Worship is required by law in Britain’s maintained
schools. In recent years there has been
increasing criticism from professional groups
and others of this basic legal requirement. This is
partly to do with the increasing secularisation of
British society. In 1944, the UK legislators could
still see religious life and its values as part of
the solution to the moral bankruptcy of Fascism,
today’s society is more likely to view religious
life as a part of the problem. However, part of the
criticism of the legal requirement is also rooted
in globalisation. There is a growing awareness of
the diversity of religious life that has come about
through the mass media, the internet, through
travel and tourism, and through migration.
The lecture shall explore and evaluate the key
options open to would-be religious educators
in modern society, not least the option chosen
by the city of Birmingham (the “ethnic minority
majority” city) which may be found at
www.faithmakesadifference.co.uk.
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11 June
2020
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University of Portsmouth

Many scholars have expressed concern about
the securitisation of refugees. Previous findings
had suggested that refugees have been
increasingly securitized in Europe, i.e. they
have been presented as a security threat.
With the fresh wave of Daeash terror attacks
after Paris, Brussels, Berlin, Barcelona and
Manchester, it seems that even decisionmakers in the EU are presenting refugees
as a security threat. This has had a profound
effect on European societies, especially in
Eastern Europe, where they are now commonly
assumed to be a security threat.
Thus, the lecture will discuss the extent to
which the ongoing Syrian refugee crisis in the
Mediterranean has led to the development
of new asylum norms and policies in Europe.
It aims to identify the norms that have
underpinned the development of the European
Union policy on asylum from its inception until
the start of the Syrian refugee crisis. The lecture
will also reference the extent, if any, the refugee
crisis in the Mediterranean has been used as a
window of opportunity by norm and/or policy
entrepreneurs to advocate for new asylum
norms and practices.

Discover our
diverse range
of courses

at Al-Maktoum College, Dundee

HNC/D in Business
HNC/Diploma in Management & Leadership
Study an HNC/D and progress to University to complete your degree in 4 years

Full-time and part-time available

You may be eligible to have your fees paid by SAAS.
Information on tuition fees and financial assistance can be found on our website:

almcollege.ac.uk
Discover Courses

Open to individuals from a variety of backgrounds and
nationalities, we offer specialist courses in:

Arabic Language
Business
Islamic Studies
Islamic Banking & Finance
Management & Leadership

Apply Now - almcollege.ac.uk/study

Apply now
for January/
September entry
at almcollege.ac.uk
Open Lecture Series 2019 - 2020
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Biographies
Dr Ikrom Yakubov

Dr Mubashar Hasan

Dr Ikrom Yakubov is a former intelligence/
security practitioner, who taught International
Relations, International Security, Intelligence,
Counter-terrorism and policing, Strategic Studies
& Warfare, Comparative Politics & Critical
Security Studies at prestigious Universities
such as University of South Wales, Edinburgh &
Dundee. His research interests overlap between
International Relations, International Security,
Intelligence & Covert Activities, Critical Security
Studies & Securitisation, Terrorism & Counterterrorism, Radicalisation & De-Radicalisation,
Information Warfare & Deterrence, CBRN. In
his PhD dissertation, Ikrom researched the role
of Intelligence Agencies (e.g., CIA & SIS+MI6)
in security policy crafting, implementation and
coordination processes. Ikrom is multilingual,
fond of Chess playing and reading.

Dr Mubashar Hasan was a post-graduate
student at the Al-Maktoum Institute. He is
now a Post-Doctoral Research fellow at the
Department of Culture Studies and Oriental
Languages, University of Oslo, Norway. He is
also an adjunct fellow at the Humanitarian and
Development Initiative, School of Social Sciences
and Psychology, University of Western Sydney,
Australia.
His upcoming co-edited book is Radicalization in
South Asia: Context, Trajectories and Implications
(Sage 2019) and he has previously published in
Australian Journal of Politics and History, Asian
Journal of Political Science, South Asia Research
and Harvard Asia Quarterly among others. His
think pieces were published in Chicago Tribune,
San Francisco Chronicle, The Conversation,
East Asia Forum, Al Jazeera, E-IR and Open
democracy. Previously he was a fellow at the
RESOLVE Network, United States Institutes of
Peace, Washington DC and an Assistant Professor
of Political Science, North South University,
Bangladesh. He graduated with a PhD from
Griffith University in 2016.

University of South Wales

Prof. Alison Scott-Baumann
SOAS, University of London

Professor Dr Alison Scott-Baumann is
Associate Research Director of Impact and
Public Engagement and Professor of Society
and Belief at SOAS. She led an AHRC funded
project from 2015-18 on Representing Islam on
campus and with team members has been invited
to brief 10 Downing Street on project findings.
She was recently commissioned by MHCLG to
build validation pathways between universities
and Muslim seminaries, building on her work
that dates back 20 years. She researches
securitisation and its impact upon British Muslim
communities and university students and seeks
positive alternatives. Alison also researches and
writes on free speech, student societies, student
unions and the Charity Commission. She is an
internationally recognised expert on the French
philosopher Paul Ricoeur, whose ideas help her to
support social justice projects.
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University of Oslo, Norway

Dr Dirk Hartwig

University of Münster
Dirk Hartwig is junior lecturer at the Centre for
Islamic Theology at the University of Münster
and at the same time research assistant at
the “Corpus Coranicum” project of the BerlinBrandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften.
He was trained in Hebrew and Judaic Studies,
Arabic Language and Literature and Iranian
Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin, the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the New York
University. Research appointments brought him
to the Cairo University, the al-Azhar University,
and the University of St Andrews. He is mainly
interested in the intersections of cultures,
religions, languages and literatures, and their
crosspollinations. His current research is mainly
dedicated to the study of the Qur’an and Islamic
Exegesis, where he successfully maps the

Dr Dirk Hartwig (cont)

continuous negotiation/s with the traditions of
the Jews, i.e. Rabbinic literature, and traditions of
early Christianity, i.e. the writings of the Church
fathers. He also teaches courses in Qur’an and
Qur’anic Studies at the University of Münster,
bringing together a confessional approach to the
Holy Text with the findings of the ‘critical’ school
of Qur’anic Studies.

Dr Marius C. Felderhof

University of Birmingham
Dr Marius C. Felderhof is an Honorary Senior
Research Fellow in the Department of Theology
and Religion of the University of Birmingham
where he previously taught Systematic
and Philosophical Theology. His interest in
Religious Education came about from teaching
trainee teachers who were about to take
on the responsibility of delivering Religious
Education in primary and secondary schools.
As a consequence, he became a member of
Birmingham’s Standing Advisory Council on
Religious Education and has also advised the
city on its RE policy and curriculum. He has also
been a QAA inspector of Theology and Education
and has presented a paper to the All Party
Parliamentary Group on Religious Education.
Academically he studied Philosophy and
Theology with a BA and MA in Philosophy from
the University of Dalhousie (Canada), a PhD
in Philosophy from the University of Wales,
Swansea, and a BD with honours in Divinity
from the University of St Andrews.
He has taught Theology in St Mary’s College,
University of St Andrews, in Westhill, Selly Oak
Colleges, and in the Department Theology and
Religion, the University of Birmingham.
In addition to many articles, his publications include:
Edited book: (1985) Religious Education in
Pluralistic Society, Hodder and Stoughton, London
Co-edited book, (2007) Inspiring Faith in Schools,
Ashgate, Farnham
Single Authored (2011) Revisiting Christianity,
theological reflections, Ashgate, Farnham
Co-edited book, (2014), Teaching Virtue,
The Contribution of Religious Education,
Bloomsbury, London.

Prof. Christian Kaunert
University of South Wales

Prof. Dr. Christian Kaunert is Chair of Policing
and Security, as well as Director of the
International Centre for Policing and Security
at the University of South Wales. He is also
the Leader of the Cognate Research Group on
Policing and Security at the University of South
Wales. Previously, he served as an Academic
Director and Professor at the Institute for
European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel,
a Professor of International Politics, Head of
Discipline in Politics, and the Director of the
European Institute for Security and Justice,
a Jean Monnet Centre for Excellence, at
the University of Dundee. Prof Kaunert has
researched and taught in many international
universities, such as University of Shandong,
Jinan, China, IBEI Barcelona, Spain, Diplomatic
Academy Yerevan, Armenia – United Nations
Development Mission, University of Cairo,
Egypt, Collegio Carlo Alberto, Turin, Italy.
He was previously Senior Lecturer at the
University of Dundee, Marie Curie Senior
Research Fellow at the European University
Institute Florence, and Senior Lecturer in EU
Politics & International Relations, University
of Salford. He was awarded with a prestigious
Jean Monnet Chair in EU Justice and Home
Affairs Policy and EU Counter-Terrorism
(in July 2013, and again, in July 2017), and
received a prestigious Marie Curie Career
Integration Grant (from 2012-2016).
He has also previously been the Editor of the
Journal of Contemporary European Research
(JCER), on the Executive Committee member
of the University Association for Contemporary
European Studies (UACES), and an Expert for the
European Parliament. Prof. Kaunert holds a PhD
in International Politics & an MSc in European
Politics from the University of Wales Aberystwyth,
a BA (Hons) European Business from Dublin City
University, ESB Reutlingen and a BA (Hons)
Open University.

Open Lecture Series 2019 - 2020
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Discover Diversity
in Dundee
Our Location & Facilities

Discover Courses

Based in Dundee, a dynamic Scottish city in
the international spotlight, we are proud to have
students and staff from all around the globe.

We offer qualifications in Arabic Language, Islamic
Economics & Finance Business, Islamic Studies and
Management & Leadership.

Dundee is Scotland’s fourth largest city, with a
population of 150,000. The city is compact, easy to
get around and is one of the most affordable cities
in the UK for students to live in, making it a student
life hot-spot.

Our courses are open to students from a variety of
backgrounds and most are fully SCQF credit-rated
by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA).

Referred to as “Scotland’s new capital of cool” by
the Sunday Times newspapers, the city boasts it’s
highly scientific, historical and culturally-orientated
heritage. With a number of attractions situated
around the city such as museums, science centre
and theatres, there is much to be explored.
The Al-Maktoum Dundee campus provides
everything you may need, to make your time at the
College as enjoyable and memorable as possible.
The main building is located on Blackness Road,
close to the city’s two universities; Abertay University
and The University of Dundee and a short walk
from the City Centre. Surrounded by supermarkets,
shopping centres, accommodation and with plenty
of opportunities for social activities, the College is
situated at the heart of the community.
The College continues to invest in its already
excellent teaching facilities and study space. Students
at Al-Maktoum can also benefit from the use of
the University of Dundee’s sports and counselling
facilities as well as the library and student’s union.
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For more information and to apply for study visit
almcollege.ac.uk/study

10 reasons to study at Al-Maktoum College
1 An excellent range of courses

6 Striving to reach new understanding

We offer a range of courses for all levels of study,
from Introductory Certificate in Arabic Language
to HNC/D in Business and in Management &
Leadership. All our courses are SCQF-rated
by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA).

As part of our goal to widen and improve the
study of Islam in conjunction with other religious
and faith traditions, we are delighted to be
developing new research centres. The Centre
for the Study of Islamic Diversity, Education and
Ethics is the first of these.

2 We’re building bridges
At Al-Maktoum College we strive to improve
understanding of Islam and Muslims, reaching
out to people from all walks of life to share their
views and get involved in discussions about
contemporary issues and the challenges facing
multicultural society. We’re proud of our links
with the local and national community.

3 A great city to study in
Dundee is a vibrant city on the banks of the
River Tay on the north east of Scotland. Most
recently, Dundee became home to the UK’s
second Victoria and Albert (V&A) museum,
designed to demonstrate contemporary
architecture and design. The only other V&A
building currently resides in London, and so it
was a massive achievement for Dundee to have
been selected to home the latest building.

7 An inclusive and welcoming ethos
At the heart of everything we do is the desire to
embrace multiculturalism and religious pluralism,
to value equally all human beings regardless of
their religion, ethnicity, nationality, gender, class,
ability or cultural background. As part of this
approach, we run a series of Open Lectures
every year, inviting speakers from all over the
world. The enlightening and engaging lectures
take on topics related to religion, Islam, Muslims
and interfaith relations.

8 Funding for outstanding students
We’re pleased to be able to offer new funding
opportunities for prospective students.
These bursaries are available to students
wishing to apply for one of our SQA courses,
studying full-time.

4 Located at the heart of Scotland

9 Here to help

Not only is Dundee a wonderful, friendly city in
which to live, work and study, it’s also the perfect
base for exploring further afield. From our central
location it takes less than two hours to journey to
the mountains to the north and the bustling big
cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow to the south.

We work hard to ensure that students and visitor
experiences to the College are as enjoyable
and memorable as possible. Our friendly staff
members are on hand, to ensure support is
available on a range of matters from application
processes to coursework.

5 State-of-the-art facilities

10 Excellent career prospects

We’ve got everything you need on campus, from
excellent lecture and seminar facilities to an
IT suite and study rooms. The Shaikh Hamdan
Library is the focus of individual study and
research, housing over 23,000 volumes across
two large rooms.

Many students have graduated from Al-Maktoum
College and gone on to work for government
services at local and national levels as diplomats,
consultants and project workers, in nongovernmental and international organisations,
the voluntary sector and charitable organisations.
College courses are designed to give you important
life skills no matter the chosen career path.

Open Lecture Series 2019 - 2020
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