
Common Oak

Oak - identified by its wavy ‘lobed’ 
leaves. The acorns are a great 
snack for red squirrels. The Celts 
thought of them as a symbol 
of power as they are tall and 
impressive. Oak twigs were used as 
toothbrushes in the past!

Yew - this conifer produces berries 
rather than cones. Berries provide 
food for birds such as blackbirds 
and thrushes. It is often found in 
churchyards. Yew wood was used to 
make bows for archery. Be careful - 
yews are poisonous.

Horse chestnut - conker trees! 
There aren’t many of these 
trees about so look carefully. 
Have you played conkers in the 
autumn? Deer like to eat the 
conkers but they are poisonous 
to us! There are a couple of 
horse chestnuts in Diana’s 
Grove near one of the gates.

Wellingtonia - also known as Giant 
Sequoia. These amazing trees can 
live for thou-sands of years and 
grow to 90m high. 
Some of ours are really high too - 
can you see the top? 
What does the bark feel like? 
It can grow very thick too.

Blair Castle is famous for having some fantastic trees. 
Use this trail and see if you can track some down and learn a bit more about them.

Yew

Horse Chestnut Wellingtonia

Terrific Trees at Blair Castle!



Douglas Fir - These 
conifers can live for a 
thousand years. These 
trees come from North 
America but were brought 
to the UK in 1827. See if 
you can find a fir cone on 
the ground.

Rowan Silver Birch

Common Hazel

Which other trees can you spot?
Are the leaves turning colour and starting to fall?     Can you catch a falling leaf?

Birch - these leaves turn a 
gorgeous golden colour in 
autumn. The bark of the tree 
can be white and almost 
paper-like. Birch sticks were 
used to make brooms and 
people still drink birch sap 
for its health benefits!

Rowan - the beautiful berries 
of the rowan make it easy 
to spot. They make a great 
snack for lots of birds. The 
birds then scatter the seeds 
with their droppings! Rowan 
trees were thought to offer 
protection from witches.

Hazel -  the Celts believed that hazel 
nuts made you wise. They’re a firm 
favourite of our red squirrels who 
must be very wise! The leaves feel 
rough and a bit furry. Hazel wood has 
lots of uses including the handles of 
tools and even witches broomsticks!

Douglas Fir


