
 
 

  

 
 
 

A message from BPC’s Environmental Scientist, Roberta Quant: 
 
I am a Bahamian, and a highly qualified Environmental Scientist, with a Master’s degree in Environmental 
Engineering, a further Master’s degree in Ocean Engineering, as well as having been admitted to both the England & 
Wales Bar and The Bahamas Bar following a Bachelors of Law (LLB) degree.  
 
I am a full-time employee of BPC, where I am responsible for ensuring that the Company’s health, safety and 
environmental policies and plans – including the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP), Environmental Authorisation (EA) and Emergency Response Plan - are prepared and 
maintained to the highest standards. It is also part of my role to communicate the Company plans broadly within the 
island communities and to the Government of The Bahamas. In total I have been employed in the environmental field 
for seventeen years having previously worked with the Bahamas Environment, Science and Technology (BEST) 
Commission where I provided advice to the Government on environmental issues and policy development. 
 
I am passionate about protecting the environment. Hence my job at BPC, where I have been employed for over 10 
years, is to make sure that everything is done to achieve this goal - protecting the environment. I have been supported 
in doing my job by a large number of other staff, contractors and leading international consultancy firms in the 
environmental science field. Developing the plan for actively managing all relevant environmental risks for BPC’s 
upcoming drilling has been a massive job, and a very big team effort involving many people from all around the 
world. In my professional opinion, I am proud of the fact, and I can attest to the fact, that BPC’s drilling plan complies 
with all Bahamian laws, and meets all applicable international standards – both maritime and drilling. The Bahamas 
is my home, and so I am 100% committed to ensuring that everything has been done correctly to identify, assess and 
mitigate risk thoroughly and correctly by ensuring that global best practices are applied. 
 
From my work over the past decade, and through my interactions across the broader communities in The Bahamas, I 
have observed that many people don’t realise that The Bahamas is already well and truly in the oil game. We have 
oil tankers passing through The Bahamas archipelago daily, whether to transport bunker C fuel or diesel to generate 
power, or transporting oil to one of the world’s largest oil berthing facilities and storage tanks facilities in Freeport, 
Grand Bahama. We apparently live comfortably with these risks everyday – as we do in our personal lives with driving 
cars, flying in planes, and even crossing the roads – but perceive exploratory drilling, although very remote and 
temporary, in a very different way as if somehow more hazardous. We in The Bahamas are surrounded by other 
countries, such as Cuba and the United States in the Gulf of Mexico, who all engage in substantial exploration and oil 
production activities. If anything happens in one of these countries, it will affect us in The Bahamas just as much. So 
really, what this all means is that we in The Bahamas are already exposed to all of the risks of an international oil 
industry, but without seeing any of the potential benefits from that industry flow to the people of The Bahamas.  
 

 
 



 
 

  

As to the exploration well BPC is proposing to drill in December 2020 and January 
2021, called “Perseverance #1”, it is important to be clear on some basic facts:  
  
1. One, it is in a distant and remote location – much closer to Cuba than it is to any Bahamian 

inhabited islands and in the middle of an international shipping lane, in deeper waters,  
2. Two, the drilling operation is temporary – it will take about 60 days, after which the well will be permanently 

sealed and never used again, after which the drilling vessel will leave the country, 
3. Three, the equipment and facilities being used to drill this well are amongst the most technically capable in the 

world, and include some of the most advanced safety equipment, processes and procedures in use anywhere in 
the world. The vessel is dynamically-positioned using satellites, therefore there will be NO need to even set 
anchors to remain stationary. Some of the world’s leading oil field services companies are involved in this drilling, 

4. Four, compliance with the Government’s own recently strengthened and modernised law and regulations 
covering petroleum operations means BPC is required to meticulously plan to mitigate even the most extreme 
events, notwithstanding how unlikely, 

5. Five, this well will never be used to produce oil. It is an exploratory test well, designed to identify whether there 
is oil there in the first place. If there is a discovery of oil, it will be many years before any production wells are 
drilled, and 

6. Six, revenues from a successful petroleum development will substantially bolster the economy of The Bahamas 
and will therefore reduce pressure on the Government to maximise borrowings as well as the levying of taxes and 
duties on other industries such as tourism and fisheries. Successful exploration will reduce the nation’s revenue 
demands on these primary industries. 

 
Overall, I believe we can safely and responsibly explore for hydrocarbons in The Bahamas, in order to generate 
revenues our economy so vitally needs.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 


