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Ancient Walls
Step back in time with a visit to Blair Castle,
the ancestral seat of the Dukes and Earls
of Atholl. The castle dates to 1269 and has
seen many changes and additions over
time. Discover over 700 years of Scottish
history across 30 rooms, including the
Baronial Entrance Hall, State Dining Room
and the magnificent Ballroom bedecked in
hundreds of antlers.
Learn how the castle has been transformed
through the ages from its cold medieval
beginnings to become a comfortable family
home, how a visit from Queen Victoria led
to the creation of Europe’s only private
regiment, the Atholl Highlanders.

‘We were very
very sorry to leave
Blair and the dear
Highlands!’
QUEEN VICTORIA

Timeless Stories

Our service to you.

Over 19 generations, the Stewarts and

We pride ourselves on the dedicated

Murrays of Atholl have backed winners and

service that we offer to group organisers,

losers, fallen in and out of political favour,

from enquiry to departure. As the first

won battles and lost them. They have
almost all, in one way or another, left their
mark on Blair Castle. The story will take you
from Mary, Queen of Scots to the Civil War,
and from the Act of Union, to the Jacobite
cause and the disaster of Culloden, and
from the Isle of Man to Queen Victoria’s
love affair with the Scottish Highlands and
her presentation of colours to the Atholl
Highlanders.

Famous Jacobite
commander Lord
George Murray
besieged Blair
Castle in 1746,
the last siege on
Scottish soil.

private home in Scotland to open to the
public in 1936, we have a wealth of
experience welcoming individuals and
larger groups through our doors.
All groups will receive an introduction to
the castle’s history by one of our guides
on arrival and then explore the castle at
your own pace. We recommend that you
allocate at least 90 minutes for a visit to
Blair Castle.

Blair Castle is at the heart of a historic
landscape which was laid out in the 18th

Private guides can be arranged at a cost

century and features a 9.5 acre walled

of £70 per guide and must be booked in

garden and arboretum with some of

advance.

Britain’s tallest trees, a ruined kirk, a red
deer park and a whimsical gothic folly.

‘Every little trifle
and every sport
I had become
attached to.’
QUEEN VICTORIA

Parking & Policy
PARKING AND DROP OFF/PICK UP POINT
The free car park has space for 200 cars
and 20 coaches. Visitors can be dropped
off/picked up in the car park, located
within 100 yards of the castle. Blair Castle
has been awarded Coach Friendly Status
and also a disabled drop off point can be
arranged.
DRIVERS & COURIERS
Drivers, couriers and tour guides receive
complimentary admission and two vouchers
are issued for use in the restaurant and gift
shop. Account facilities are available on
request, by prior arrangement.
DRONES POLICY
The use of drones and other flying
machinery is not allowed over Blair Castle,
the castle grounds or on the wider estate
unless in exceptional circumstances, where
permission has been granted. The estate is
a no fly zone.

PHOTOGRAPHY
You are welcome to take photographs
within the Castle, excluding the Entrance
Hall area, using small cameras or mobile
phones however these images are strictly
for private use only. No recording or filming.
To keep our collections safe and with
consideration to all our visitor’s

The oldest part of
the Castle dates
back to 1269.

uninterrupted enjoyment, we never allow
tripods, selfie sticks or flash photography.
LANGUAGES & GUIDEBOOKS
As well as English, tours can be requested
in other languages by prior arrangement.
Room notes are provided in English,
German, French, Italian, Russian, Dutch,
Chinese, Japanese and Swedish. Fully
illustrated guidebooks are available
in English.

Mary Queen
of Scots visited
the Castle in
1564, and the
Earl hosted a
deer hunt in
Glen Tilt in
her honour.

Tullibardine Restaurant

LIGHTER OPTION GROUP MENUS
(One Menu choice per group only)

The Tullibardine Self Service Restaurant
seats 125. Private Group Lunches can be
arranged in the Restaurant. Access to the
Restaurant, Gift Shop and toilet facilities is
also available to holders of ‘Gardens Only’
tickets.
2 and 3 course menu options and
afternoon tea menus are available
on request.

Our menus

In Victorian
times the
Castle employed
25 servants, with
the cook earning
£100 a year.

MENU 1
Chefs Soup of the Day with Crusty Bloomer followed by
Handmade Cream Scones and Tray bakes
Tea or Coffee
£10.45 per person
MENU 2
Chefs Soup of the Day,
A Selection of Homemade Sandwiches
Tea or Coffee
£10.45 per person
MENU 3
Finger Food Buffet
Savoury Nibbles – Homemade Sausage Roll, Haggis Bon Bon,
Cheese & Onion Rolls, Breaded Salmon Goujon, Vegetable Spring Roll,
Fresh Cut Sandwiches
Sweet Selection – Freshly Creamed Scone, Homemade Chocolate Eclair,
Cream Pancake, Toffee Shortie, Highlander Shortbread, Coconut Slice
Tea or Coffee
£13.50 per person
All of our prices are inclusive of VAT

Gardens
The first impression of the landscape
around Blair Castle is one of sweeping
lawns and majestic trees, created in the
18th century by the 2nd Duke of Atholl.
A shrub walk leads to Hercules Garden,
a 9.5 acre walled garden, with lines of
fruit trees that sweep down to the ponds
running through the centre of the garden.
A terrace, divided by yew buttresses, is
flanked with herbaceous and rose borders,
with statuary, ornamental buildings and
an arched Chinese bridge completing the
picture.
From the walled garden a walk leads to
ruined St Bride’s Kirk, dating back to the
twelfth century and Diana’s Grove mainly
planted in the late 19th century with exotic
conifers, today they are some of the tallest
and finest specimen trees in the country.
The path from the statue of Diana leads you
back to the castle.

How to book
For more information or to book a group tour, contact our team on
01796 481207 or email: bookings@blair-castle.co.uk
Group Admission Rates (minimum 12 people)
Summer 2019

The trees in
Diana’s Grove are
some of the tallest
in Scotland.

Winter 2019/20

Summer 2020

Castle &
Gardens

Gardens
Only

Castle &
Gardens

Gardens
Only

Adult

£10.15

£6.00

£7.30

FREE

£11.50

£6.50

Child

£7.15

£3.50

£4.95

FREE

£8.00

£4.00

Student/
Senior

£10.15

£6.00

£7.30

FREE

£11.50

£6.50

(5-16)

Castle & Gardens
Gardens
Only

Please note that party rates apply only when all tickets are bought by the Driver,
Courier, Party Leader at one time. Advance booking, particularly when guides are
requested, is strongly recommended.

OPENING TIMES
Summer 2019
		
Winter 2019/20
		
		
		
		

1 April - 31 October (excluding 26 October)
Open daily 9.30am - 5.30pm (last admission 4.30pm)
Open for the following events:		
Highlanders Craft Fair:
1-3 November 10.00am - 4.00pm
Castle Tours & Santa’s Grotto:
8-15 December 10.00am - 4.00pm (last entry 3pm)

Atholl
Estates
How to find us
35 miles north of Perth, just off the A9. 90 minutes from Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Connecting train services from major cities and Caledonian Sleeper from London
arrive at Blair Atholl. Daily local buses from Pitlochry.
Blair Castle, Blair Atholl, Pitlochry, Perthshire PH18 5TL
Tel: 01796 481207 Fax: 01796 481487
Email: bookings@blair-castle.co.uk
Visit us on our web site at
www.blair-castle.co.uk

Blair Atholl

Dundee

