
Site details
Location: Stanley Road, Cheriton, Folkestone
Landowner: Shepway District Council
Size: 12 acres

History
The cost of the proposed capital scheme was:
Acquisition  £3,100.00
Lay out and equipment  £3,900.00
Fencing  £1,350.00

The recreation ground is located in the centre 
of the District close to the main road, and was 
originally laid out as a bowling green, three hard 
tennis courts, cricket field, two football pitches and 
children’s playground. A Pavilion was also erected 
to serve users of the new sporting facilities. 

Grant awards were agreed in 1929:
Carnegie UK Trust grant £75.00
NPFA grant  £25.00
Kent County Playing Fields Association £50.00

An update report on the project was provided 
in 1931 by the Parish Council, summarising how 
popular the Recreation Ground had proved with all 
members of the community, the tennis courts and 
bowling green being particularly in demand. This led 
to the formation of a local tennis club and a local 
bowling club. The football pitch was used by various 
local clubs who book their matches throughout the 
season. Cricket matches were played by local clubs 
during the summer season, and additional grass 
tennis courts were provided at one end of the cricket 
ground to meet demand. The sports ground was 
used by people of all ages, the children’s playground 
was apparently crowded with children at all hours 
when the schools were shut. 

Protection status
The land was vested in Cheriton Urban District Council 
(the successor in title is Shepway District Council).
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The site is protected through means of a signed 
covenant dated 1931 between the District Council 
of Cheriton and NPFA, which states:

In consideration of the Trustees of the Carnegie 
United Trust making a grant of six hundred 
pounds and of the National Playing Fields 
Association making a grant of two hundred 
pounds towards the cost of laying out the 
Cheriton Playing Field acquired from Mary Baker 
and others on 1st June 1920 and from Viscount 
Johnston on the 20th December 1926 by the 
Council for use as a public recreation ground 
we the Urban District Council of Cheriton do 
hereby dedicate such land for permanent 
prescription for public recreation and undertake 
not to appropriate or use the same for any other 
purpose without first obtaining the consent of 
the Minister of Health to do so.

The recreation ground was also given the 
designation of a QEII Field as part of the QEII 
Fields Challenge in 2012. 

Shepway District Council attempted to register the 
afore-mentioned covenant in 2011 but the Land 
Registry did not deem the documentation sufficient 
for registration purposes. Fields in Trust will discuss 
this matter further with a view to enter into a new 
Deed of Dedication.

Facilities and Activities 
The site comprises an open grassed public 
recreation field on three levels with children’s play 
equipment and a hard court area on the lower level 
(east) with a basketball ring. An enclosed area for 
dog exercise sits adjacent with an informal football 
pitch on the middle level (west). Large play area 
includes a climbing feature based on Mount Everest 
recognising and reinforcing the strong links with the 
local Nepalese community. 



Location

The area outlined in red shows Cheriton Recreation Ground 
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