
CARNEGIE NPFA PLAYING FIELD: 
WIMBLEDON COMMONS  
(Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Fields)

Site details
Location:  A3, Roehampton Vale
Landowner:  Wimbledon and Putney Commons 

Conservators
Size:  21 acres, with the grant application 

referencing 12 to 15 acres

History
The Wimbledon and Putney Commons were created 
by an Act of Parliament in 1871, covering an area 
of some 1,140 acres. In 1922 an additional 42 acres 
of land was acquired. Within this site is a memorial 
inscribed with the names of local men who gave their 
lives in World War One. The memorial was officially 
dedicated on 15 July 1925 and the site later named 
after Mr Richardson Evans, who was instrumental in 
securing the land for the public and is now known as 
the Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Fields.

In July 1928 the Wimbledon and Putney Commons 
Conservators applied for a grant towards the lay-out 
of part of the Common as playing fields. The sum 
needed for lay-out was estimated at £3,500 for the 
ploughing, sowing and general levelling and draining 
of the area. The facilities provided consisted of 
three senior football grounds, two hockey grounds, 
five junior football grounds, five cricket pitches and 
eleven other pitches for junior use. 

Grant awards were agreed:
Carnegie UK Trust grant £400.00
NPFA grant  £100.00
London Playing Fields Association  £150.00
Private donors  £2500.00

Protection status
The land was vested in the Conservators of 
Wimbledon & Putney Commons who are a 
statutory Body and charity. The Commons are 
administered by a Board of eight Conservators. 
Under the Wimbledon and Putney Commons Act 
1871 the Conservators are obliged to manage the 
Commons, protect them and make them available 

as open space. Furthermore the Conservators are 
prohibited from selling, leasing or disposing of any 
part of the Commons and are required to drain, 
level and improve the Commons for the benefit of 
unrestricted exercise and recreation.

The playing field is therefore deemed to have a 
very good form of protection. In light of the WWI 
memorial Fields in Trust recently approached the 
Conservators with regards to a new protection 
programme, Centenary Fields. The Conservators 
however felt that the existing measures governing 
the use of the site were very robust and a Deed of 
Dedication might frustrate the powers conveyed 
upon the Conservators and their duties.

Facilities and Activities
The Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Fields covers 
a total of 48 acres a substantial grassed sports 
facility providing soccer and rugby pitches in winter 
and athletics in the summer. There is extensive car 
parking and a large pavilion containing changing 
rooms with showers and toilets. 

There are ten full size football pitches which are 
available for clubs playing in Saturday and Sunday 
leagues and the pitches are also used by many 
local schools during the week.

The rugby facilities are considered outstanding and 
are used by the London Broncos Rugby League 
team as their training ground, and also by London 
Cornish as their home ground. Local schools also 
play on the pitches and the Rosslyn Park Rugby 
Sevens Tournament is held there. 

The Putney Magpies Australian Rules Football team 
have been using the ground as their home ground. 
The UK Ultimate Frisbee Championships and the 
European Ultimate Frisbee Championships were 
held at the ground in 2007 and 2008, and several 
local teams also use the playing fields for their 
team training. 
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Location Map showing the demise of Wimbledon 
Commons in their entirety

The area outlined in red is the Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Field
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Ultimate Frisbee at the playing field


