
CARNEGIE NPFA PLAYING FIELD: 
SOUTH PARK SPORTS FIELD, REIGATE, SURREY

Site details
Location: Whitehall Lane, Reigate RH2 8LG 
Landowner:  NPFA (holding Trustee), South Park 

Sports Association (Managing Trustee)
Size: 5 acres

History
In 1925 under the direction of Canon Gregory 
from the local church, the football club together 
with the village cricket club formed the South Park 
Sports Association with the aim of providing sport 
and sporting facilities for the people of South Park, 
Reigate. The playing field at South Park was both 
Club’s current home and with the co-operation of 
the public spirited landowner, Harold Swannack, 
the ground was acquired by public subscription 
and Carnegie Trustees and NPFA allocated grants 
amounting to £100 in aid of the cost of acquisition 
and lay-out.

The ground provided for cricket, football and lawn 
tennis. Following the acquisition a bowling green 
and children’s playground were added. 

Grant awards were agreed in 1936
Carnegie UK Trust grant £75.00
NPFA grant  £25.00

The South Park Sports Association later secured 
additional acreage adjoining the playing field, 
which rounded off the field and enabled another 
football pitch to be provided. It was the Sports 
Association’s wish to provide this additional area 
as a memorial to the late King George V and an 
application was accepted by the King George’s 
Fields Foundation in 19371. Furthermore the lower 
part of the Ground was also transferred to NPFA 
in 1983 to be held upon trust as a sports and 
recreation ground. 

1 NPFA are Trustees of the King George V Fields 
Foundation which was a scheme that set to acquire 
and layout public playing fields in commemoration 
of King George V following his death in 1936. 471 
playing fields were dedicated across the UK and are 
protected through a Deed of Trust with NPFA.

Protection status
The entire Ground is vested in the NPFA who act 
as custodian Trustee with The South Park Sports 
Association acting as Managing Trustee so is 
therefore considered to be protected as a playing 
field in perpetuity. The part of the site relating 
to the Carnegie Playing Fields initiative is held 
charitably for the purposes of public playing field 
and recreation ground. 

The link with the Carnegie Playing Field grant was 
not known until this pilot project was undertaken.

Facilities and Activities
The site features 3 full size grass football pitches, a 
cricket square and childrens play area. 

The upper part of the field is open to the public 
and features football and cricket facilities along 
with a children’s play area. The lower part of the 
Field is fenced off with turnstiles for use by South 
Park Football Club which currently plays in the 
Ryman League; however the field is open to the 
public every day except for the duration of the 
first team matches on match days. The clubhouse 
has recently been modernised and refurbished to 
increase ancillary facilities.

South Park is home to South Park Sports 
Association and its affiliated sports clubs include 
South Park Football Club, South Park Manor Cricket 
Club and South Park Stoolball Club. 
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Location

Birds eye view.
The area outlined in red and the area outlined in yellow is protected by Fields in Trust. The area 
outlined in red indicates the land originally acquired as part of the Carnegie Playing Fields initiative.
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