
CARNEGIE NPFA PLAYING FIELD: 
WARING PARK, SIDCUP, KENT

Site details

Site Name:  Waring Park
Size originally: 13 acres 
Size currently:  tbc
Street:  Birchwood Avenue  

(Lansdown Road)  
Town: Sidcup   
Postcode: DA14 4EF 
Landowner: London Borough of Bexley  
Category: Principal Local Authority
County: Kent (Metropolitan)  
Local Authority: Bexley Council 
OS Grid ref: TQ467724 
Title Number:  SGL701319

Sidcup is an urban district in the London Borough 
of Bexley, approximately 12 miles south east of 
Central London. There is a mixture of large Victorian 
and Edwardian properties alongside typical 1930s 
suburbia, primarily owner-occupied semi-detached 
and detached housing. It retains many parks and 
open spaces hinting at the great estates and large 
homes which once stood in the area. 

History
The land, part farmland and part woodland, was 
named Birchwood on the 1st edition OS in 1867. 
It was donated by Lord and Lady Waring in 1929 
to provide a public park and playing field. It was 
designed with a raised terrace on the southern 
boundary, and had shelters, toilets and a store shed. 
Two of the shelters were brick built and thatched 
with Norfolk reed. A pair of hexagonal brick shelters 
with pyramidal shingle roofs used to face each other 
from south-east and north-west corners of the park 
but have since been demolished as a result of serious 
vandalism. Woodland in the north-east corner was 
retained and laid out with paths. In another area a 
belt was planted with flowers, evergreens, shrubs and 
forest trees. Designed by K Dalghiesh ARIBA assisted 
by W A Farnham (Council surveyor). Source: London 
Gardens Online.

The total cost of levelling, fencing and lay-out of 
the playing field was £1,100. In March 1931 a grant 
of £200.00 was made covering 18% of the cost; 
£160.00 from the Carnegie UK Trust and £40.00 from 
the National Playing Fields Association. The works 
were completed in May 1930. The formal opening 
of Waring Park took place on Saturday 2nd May 
1931 with a ceremony performed by The Marquis of 
Camden, president of Kent CPFA, supported by the 
donors of the park, Lord and Lady Waring. 

Title information
The land was gifted by The Right Honourable 
Samuel James Baron Waring in November 1929 
and vested in the Local Authority under the Public 
Health Act, to be laid-out as a public park and 
recreation ground. Waring Park was scheduled 
as a public open space under the Council’s Town 
Planning Scheme. We understand there is a binding 
restriction in the Deed of Gift and Conveyance 
which guarantees the land will be held in perpetuity 
for the purposes of a recreation ground, although 
we do not hold a copy of this. The original Carnegie 
grant application was made by Sidcup Urban 
District Council in 1929. By 1935 Sidcup UDC 
Combined with Chislehurst to form Chislehurst and 
Sidcup UDC. In 1965 the parish and urban district 
were abolished and Sidcup formed part of the 
London Borough of Bexley.

Facilities and Activities
The site serves as a recreation ground for both 
formal and informal sport and recreation, dog 
walkers and children’s play. There are three 
entrances to the park; Lansdown Road leading into 
a small car park, Birchwood Avenue and Hemmings 
Close. Dominated by playing fields, the park 
retains the original raised terrace on the southern 
boundary, backed by poplars. Rose-beds are set on 
the west side of the grounds and shrubs border the 
approach from Lansdown Road.



The playing fields are well maintained, and in part 
marked out for cricket during the summer months. 
In the south-east corner next to the children’s 
playground are four hard courts which are fenced 
off but not locked. Two were set up with tennis nets 
and the other two contained a basketball hoop. The 
condition of the hard courts is typical of a public 
park, they are usable but in need of resurfacing. 

The children’s playground is well equipped with 
a small zip wire, swings and various other play 
equipment, which is accessible for all ages and 
abilities. The wooded dell area to the north-east 
has an area of vestigial oak and alder and an 
accessible path throughout. There is a path around 
the perimeter of the playing field, with eight benches 
and rubbish bins. A small brick Pavilion houses 
changing rooms, and a second brick building is used 
as a store for maintenance equipment. 

The site does not have Green Flag status and there 
is no existing memorial or dedication. There are no 
information noticeboards at the site nor are there 
any details of voluntary or user groups. 

Birkbeck Primary School, Alma Road, Sidcup Art 
& Education Centre, Alma Road Sidcup Children 
Centre and Birkbeck Primary School adjoin the park.

Originally 
(1930)

Currently (2014)

Grass football 
pitches

 two  one

Hard tennis 
courts 

 two  four 

Grass tennis 
courts

 two None

Cricket square  two  one 

Netball  four  two (multi-use 
games area)

Basketball None  one (multi-use 
games area)

Hockey pitch  one None

Bowling green  one None

Childrens Play 
area

 Woodland 
area, no 
equipment

 Woodland area, 
and separate Chil-
dren’s playground 
with equipment

Changing room 
/ toilets

 

Maintenance 
store

 

Shelters  four None
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Photos

Entrances to Waring Park at  Lansdown Road and Birchwood Avenue,  May 2014 
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View of the Pavilion with thatched roof, c.1930. 
Source: Bexley Local Studies and Archives

Same view of Waring Park, May 2014
 

The playing fields at Waring Park, marked out for 
cricket, May 2014

The woodland area for children’s play, with tennis 
courts in the background, c.1950
Source: Bexley Local Studies and Archives

Similar view of the woodland area and tennis courts, 
May 2014
 



Basketball facilities in the multi use games area; and a well-equipped   Children’s playground, May 2014
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