
The quality of our local environment has a major impact on our quality 
of life. If our public places are attractive and well-designed then we feel invited 
to spend time there. A high quality built environment can create opportunities 

for social interaction, enterprise and regeneration and can improve our sense of 
community and our own health – both physical and mental.

The Carnegie UK Trust has been working for over 100 years to improve the 
wellbeing of people in the UK and Ireland. Given the vital link between the local 

environment and wellbeing it is natural that our work has often focused on 
improving the availability and the quality of our public spaces. 

Throughout our history the Trust has also undertaken many projects which 
have aimed to support local communities to take more control over their 

own wellbeing. And as a town-based Trust we are acutely 
aware of the particular social and economic challenges facing towns and we 
are actively engaged in a number of activities to support the future of towns.

The Carnegie Prize for Design 
and Wellbeing
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The Carnegie Prize for Design and 
Wellbeing
In 2014 we are combining our core interests in the public realm, towns 
and community leadership to pilot a new Prize that will celebrate the 
vital role that local communities can play in improving public 
spaces in towns. 

The Carnegie Prize for Design for Wellbeing will be awarded in 
partnership with the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland (RIAS) 
and the Royal Society of Ulster Architects (RSUA). This year four prizes will 
be awarded to community-led projects of architectural merit in Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. Winning projects will involve the development of 
public space in a town and will seek to improve local wellbeing.

Each winning project will receive a prize of £2,500 and will be 
featured as a good practice case study in a Carnegie UK Trust 
publication. An additional prize of £1,000 will be awarded to one of 
the four projects to recognise outstanding work. 

Who is eligible?
The competition is open to any constituted community or voluntary 
group and to registered charities.

We are currently seeking expressions of interest from projects that:
•	 are located in a town in Scotland or Northern Ireland;
•	 are new or ongoing projects, due to be completed by September 2014;
•	 will	improve	the	public	realm	in	a	clearly	defined	space	in	a	town,	

this could include publicly owned streets, pathways, parks publicly 
accessible open spaces and any public and civic building facilities;

•	 seek to use design of the built environment to improve wellbeing 
within the local community e.g. by providing more walking or 
cycling opportunities, creating a feeling of increased safety or by 
increasing the sense of attachment to the local area;



•	 have involved the local community in the design and 
development process. 

We would particularly like to receive entries from projects that have 
successfully encouraged a wide section of the public to participate 
in the process including young people and that make the most of 
existing local assets and skills.

The winners will be selected on the basis of:
•	 anticipated impact of the project on community wellbeing;
•	 involvement of the local community in the project design and 

development;
•	 use of good design;
•	 adherence to the requirements of the competition;
•	 completion date by September 2014;
•	 willingness to be highlighted as a good practice case study and to 

receive a research visit in summer 2014.

How do I enter?
All interested projects should submit a short expression of interest 
- no more than 150 words, describing their project.  To request 
an expression of interest form  please get in touch with Jenny 
Brotchie,	Policy	Officer,	Carnegie	UK	Trust	at	jenny@carnegieuk.org.  
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Expressions of interest must be submitted by no later than 12 noon 
on Monday 17 March 2014.

Shortlisted projects will be invited to provide more detailed 
information about their initiative on 24th March 2014. The four 
winning projects will then be selected by the Prize Advisory Panel.

Winners  
The four winners will be announced at the 2014 RIAS convention on 
16 May 2014. 

Case Study
We will feature the four winners as good practice case studies in a 
Carnegie UK Trust/RIAS publication. We will visit to each of the four 
projects in Summer 2014 to speak to those involved in the work.
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