
Evidence Exchange: How much are we sharing evidence across the UK?

THE DATA: 
484 respondents took part in  

the on-line Evidence Exchange survey 
in 2013. The respondents were policy  
makers and practitioners from across  

the UK, with an interest in social policy 
evidence and a bias towards a bias  

towards those in the devolved  
nations of the UK. 

USEFULNESS OF EVIDENCE

•  74% say that much evidence is 
interesting but not very practical 

•  27% say that they find evidence 
inspiring

•  Only 50% said they can  
take action to address key gaps  
in evidence

•  Professional networks were the  
most useful source evidence  
but not always used

To read the full report visit http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/changing-minds/knowledge---culture/evidence-exchange

FINDING EVIDENCE

•  69% say that using evidence is given a great  
deal of importance in their current job

•  66% say this has increased in the last five years

•  81% frequently accessed evidence on the internet  
but social media is catching up

SHARING EVIDENCE FROM AROUND THE UK

•  73% say that they learn a lot from evidence about 
developments in the rest of the UK

•  But only 20% report that they know a great deal about 
their sector elsewhere in the UK.

•  And fewer than 10% know a great deal about comparable 
places to the ones they work in (eg cities, local authorities) 
elsewhere in the UK or beyond the UK.

•  Yet 41% have a great deal of interest in drawing upon 
more evidence from peers in other parts of the UK. This rises 
to half of those whose work spans cross-country or wider 
than the UK.

•  Those keenest to learn from peers in other parts of the 
UK are in Wales and Yorkshire, with Scotland expressing 
relatively less interest in sharing.

•  ‘Home-grown’ evidence matters much more to those 
associated with Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland than 
in England.

TRUST IN EVIDENCE

•  The most trusted sources of evidence are universities (68%),  

UK Government (60%) and devolved government (57%). 
•  Almost twice as many respondents express a high degree  

of trust in universities as consult them frequently to find 

evidence (68% always or usually trust, but only 35%  
use them frequently).

Evidence Exchange:  Learning from social policy across the UKJim McCormick


