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Members’ Business Debate, Wednesday 4th September 2013

Motion SM4-07111 John Wilson: Welcoming Oxfam’s Our Economy Report 

That the Parliament welcomes the report by Oxfam, Our Economy, which sets 
out Oxfam’s vision for the economy in Scotland; notes that this report calls 
on policymakers, politicians and people in business to look toward the poorer 
sections of society who still do not benefit from economic growth in Scotland; 
recognises the report’s recommendation for greater control to be given to 
communities over how regeneration happens in local areas, such as Central 
Scotland; applauds Oxfam’s commitment in encouraging employers to pay a 
living wage, and praises Oxfam’s on-going work on reducing what it considers 
the ever-widening salary gap between those at the top and those at the bottom. 
We have chosen only to respond to the parts of the questions for which we have 
experience and relevant evidence. 

Introduction
The Carnegie UK Trust works to improve the lives 
of people throughout the UK and Ireland. We 
welcome today’s Members’ Debate on Oxfam’s 
Our Economy report. We are currently working in 
partnership with Oxfam Scotland to support the 
2013 Humankind Index and providing funding to 
create a policy assessment toolkit to use wellbeing 
indicators to critique policy proposals.

Measuring Wellbeing
The Trust agrees with the findings in Oxfam’s Our 
Economy report that there is a need to build on 
the National Performance Framework (NPF) to 
create a better way of measuring our wellbeing. 

At a time of economic turmoil it is perhaps 
unsurprising that the minds of policy makers 
focus on the question of how to restart economic 

growth. But in recent decades people have begun 
to question the adequacy of GDP as the primary 
indicator of the progress of societies. A number of 
governments, local, devolved and national, have 
begun to explore how to measure wellbeing as a 
complement to traditional measures such as GDP. 

Our Shifting the Dial in Scotland report argues 
that, through the NPF, Scotland is an international 
leader in wellbeing measurement. However, it 
tends not to be seen this way. We believe that 
part of the reason for this is the lack of civil 
society involvement in the programme. 

The Oxfam Humankind Index is an example 
of how citizen engagement can help us to 
understand what wellbeing means. It shows 
how the production of data is only the start of 
a conversation with the community, focused on 

http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/publications/2013/shifting-the-dial-in-scotland
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improving outcomes, not an end in itself.  We 
have recommended to the Scottish Government 
that that NPF is subject to a large-scale 
consultation with the public. 

The NPF must be seen as more than a 
communications exercise, to be effective is must 
be embedded in the policy-making process.  
We welcome recent interest by the Finance 
Committee and Economy, Energy and Tourism 
Committee of the Scottish Parliament in how 
to embed the NPF in the budget process.  It is 
essential that the focus of the NPF moves from 
simply a public performance reporting tool to an 
influential tool to embed a wellbeing approach to 
public policy. 

Community Ownership of Assets
The Trust supports the call by Oxfam Scotland for 
the Scottish Government to give greater control of 
local regeneration to communities and to support 
community ownership of assets.

Unused and underused public assets can have 
a significant negative impact on communities, 
particularly where they are allowed to fall 
into disrepair. Conversely, we have seen how 
community ownership of land and assets has 
transformed many communities, as demonstrated 
in From the Low Tide of the Sea to the 
Highest Mountain Top. We strongly support 
opportunities for communities to take greater 
control and ownership of the assets in their 
locality, where they are interested in doing so. 

The benefits of community ownership or 
stewardship can be:

• financial: levering in finance from other sectors 
and other fund raising activities.

• economic: contributing to the regeneration 
of the local economy which will improve the 
value of local land and buildings.

• social: opportunities for participation, pride 
in the local environment and individual and 
community wellbeing.

There is a clear link with the Proposed Community 
Empowerment and Renewal Bill here, and we 
recommend that the Bill includes a duty to be 
placed on Scottish Ministers to provide advice and 
support for communities that wish to make use 
of an underused asset, regardless of whether it 
is currently owned by the public, private or third 
sector. Our full briefing note for MSPs on the 
Proposed Bill is available here.

http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/changing-minds/people---place/impact-of-community-ownership-of-land-in-scotland
http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/changing-minds/people---place/impact-of-community-ownership-of-land-in-scotland
http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/publications/2012/scottish-government-consultation---community-empow
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