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The Carnegie UK Trust welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Department 

of the Environment’s consultation on revising the Northern Ireland Waste 

Management Strategy. The Trust works to improve the lives of people throughout 

the UK and Ireland by influencing policy, and by changing lives through innovative 

practice and partnership work. The Carnegie UK Trust was established by Scots-

American philanthropist Andrew Carnegie in 1913. 

The Trust’s interest in the issues raised in this consultation stems from our 

commitment throughout our history to improving the availability and quality 

of public space for the benefit of local communities. In September 2012 we 

published ‘Pride in Place: Tackling Environmental Incivilities’. In this report we 

highlighted the impact that local environmental issues such as rubbish, flytipping, 

litter and waste can have on quality of life for individuals and neighbourhoods.  

We set out how a community-led approach – with the right support from public 

bodies, charities and funders – to tackling these problems could lead to significant 

improvements in the future.  

We have responded to the consultation questions where we have experience and 

relevant evidence. Further information on our work is available on our website 

www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk. 

http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/getattachment/2ccfcd58-24fc-4acf-beb5-c35e427d6cf0/Pride-in-Place--Tackling-Environmental-Incivilitie.aspx
www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk
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Consultation Questions

Key Strategic Drivers
We welcome the inclusion of ‘Health and 
Wellbeing’ as one of the five strategic drivers 
for the revised Waste Management Strategy.  
However, we believe that it would be useful for the 
Strategy to define ‘well-being’ in broader terms 
than it does at present. The Strategic Driver in 
the draft Strategy focuses primarily on the health 
issues associated with waste. The evidence in our 
Tackling Incivilities research supports the clear 
link between health and waste, highlighting the 
significant negative implications for a range of 
physical and mental health issues associated with 
living in a neighbourhood with high levels of litter 
and rubbish. 

However, our research also clearly found that 
when people live in a neighbourhood which is 
blighted by waste then this can affect a number 
of other aspects of their social wellbeing.  For 
example, if there are high volumes of litter or 
rubbish in a community then this can affect 
citizens’ feelings or perceptions of safety within 
the community. In addition, high levels of rubbish 
in a local area can have a highly negative impact 
on the sense of community spirit and cohesion 
within that neighbourhood. We believe it would 
be helpful for the Waste Management Strategy 
to explicitly recognise these different elements 
of personal and social wellbeing which may be 
adversely affected by high levels of waste, and 
to cite these different factors within the Strategic 
Drivers for change. 

Overarching Considerations
We believe that the need to empower 
communities should be recognised within 
the Overarching Considerations of the Waste 
Management Strategy. At present, the Strategic 
Drivers propose a greater role for communities 
in tackling waste, in order to improve health 
and social wellbeing. This is welcome, but 
to be effective the Strategy needs to give a 

clear indication of how this increased role for 
communities will be actually be achieved. If local 
neighbourhoods are to play a more substantial 
role in addressing the problems associated with 
waste in their area then they will need to receive 
the appropriate support and encouragement 
to do this from both public bodies and waste 
‘producers’. This should be clearly recognised and 
explained under the Overarching Considerations 
section of the strategy, alongside the other 
factors currently listed there.

Prevention/Reuse
Building on the comments above, we welcome 
the commitment from the Department of the 
Environment to publish a draft Waste Prevention 
Programme, but suggest that the list of policies 
and interventions that might adopted through 
the Programme should be expanded to include 
support for local community-led anti-waste 
initiatives. The evidence from our Tackling 
Incivilities research was that where local 
communities were supported and empowered 
to address problems with litter and rubbish in 
their area then this led to the community taking 
‘ownership’ of the issue and acted as a highly 
effective approach in preventing problems from 
recurring in the future. 

We hope that you find the above comments 
helpful. If you would like any further information 
or would like to discuss any of the above points 
in more detail please contact Douglas White, 
Senior Policy Officer on 01383 721445 or at 
douglas@carnegieuk.org.  
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