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Background
The Carnegie UK Trust is an independent, 
charitable trust, which for 100 years has worked 
to improve the lives and wellbeing of people 
across the United Kingdom and Ireland.

Local environmental problems such as litter, 
graffiti, vandalism, dog fouling and fly-tipping 
can have a highly detrimental impact on 
wellbeing and quality of life for individuals and 
for communities.  Data shows that where these 
problems are prevalent in a neighbourhood 
then this can have a negative effect upon a 
range of outcomes, including residents’ physical 
and mental health; feeling or perception of 
safety in their community; and on their sense of 
community cohesion and spirit.  However, there 
often has been a tendency for these problems to 
‘fall between the gaps’ in public policy, and they 
have not always received the attention and focus 
that they merit.

While various policy interventions over the past 
20 years have had some success in tackling these 
problems, the latest Scottish Household Survey 
figures, published in August 2012, show that they 
remain a significant concern in many areas – 
particularly for our most deprived communities:
• 44% of people in our most deprived 

neighbourhoods encounter problems with 
litter and rubbish lying around, compared with 
17% in the most affluent areas

• Animal nuisance such as noise or dog fouling 
affects 39% of people in the most deprived 
neighbourhoods, compared with 15% in the 
most affluent areas

• Vandalism, graffiti and damage to property 
is a problem for 26% of people in our most 
deprived neighbourhoods, versus 5% in the 
most affluent areas

How community action can tackle these 
problems
Earlier this month, the Carnegie UK Trust 
published ‘Pride in Place: Tackling 
Environmental Incivilities’.  This report 
showcases eight, best practice examples from 
around the UK of how community groups 
have successfully tackled local environmental 
problems such as litter and vandalism in their 
neighbourhood.

One of the projects highlighted in our study was 
the ‘Clean Glasgow’ initiative, established in 
2007 as a new partnership between Glasgow City 
Council and local communities. Over the past five 
years it has involved 40,000 volunteers, who have 
undertaken 2,000 community and school clean-
ups across the city.  

Activities carried out by volunteers in the 
other local community projects showcased 
in our research included: cleaning up a 
waterside pathway; turning a derelict site 
that had become a local dumping ground 
into community allotments; the make-over of 
public gardens; clearing up a local woodland; 
repainting the underside of motorway flyover; 
the renovation of a local park; and the 
development of a new educational programme 
for young people. 
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The benefits delivered by these community-run 
projects have been considerable:
• A significant reduction in problems such as 

litter, graffiti, dog-fouling and fly-tipping
• As a result of this reduction, the reclaiming 

of public space, which the community is then 
able to use – meaning that the improvements 
achieved are sustained

• The development of skills, such as project 
management, budgeting and community 
consultation, amongst project leaders.  These 
leaders can then use these skills to carry out 
other projects in the future 

• Health benefits as a result of there being more 
clean, public space which is used and enjoyed 
by the community

• Improvements in perceptions of safety 
• Strengthened communities, who have 

developed new links and relationships as a 
result of having worked together to tackle 
problems such as litter 

• The emergence of new ideas for positive 
activities that the community might 
undertake in the future, now that the blight of 
environmental ‘incivilities’ has been removed

The highly successful Keep Scotland Beautiful 
National Spring Clean campaign is another 
powerful example of how communities and 
volunteers can play a vital role in bringing 
about significant, positive change in eradicating 
problems of litter, vandalism and fly-tipping.

How we can get more of these benefits 
in the future
Individuals and communities should not 
be asked to tackle these problems their 
own. Our research showed that there were 
a number of factors which contributed 
to successful, community approaches 
to improving the local environment, as 
illustrated by the diagram to the right.

By identifying how they can enable and 
support the success factors listed there is 
potentially a key role for policymakers at 
both national and local level to help to 

ensure that we get more successful community 
projects, and further improvements on issues such 
as litter, graffiti and dog fouling in the future.

To that end we recommend that:
• Local environment problems, such as litter, 

should be treated as a priority issue within 
any debate about the environment or social 
inclusion

• Opportunities should be identified to ensure 
that relevant funding streams encourage 
applications from local community projects 
seeking to tackle these problems in their local 
area

• Procurement processes for environmental 
projects should be used to encourage 
contractors to provide support to local, 
community groups focused on litter and other 
neighbourhood environmental problems 

• Local community groups should be supported 
to gain access to local assets which they 
believe would benefit from improvement.  

There is a clear link with the Proposed Community 
Empowerment and Renewal Bill here, and we 
recommend that the Bill includes a duty to be 
placed on Scottish Ministers to provide advice and 
support for communities that wish to make use 
of an underused asset, regardless of whether it 
is currently owned by the public, private or third 
sector.   Our full briefing note for MSPs on the 
Proposed Bill is available here.
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