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The Carnegie UK Trust is now moving into the second 
year of our 2011-2015 strategic plan. In the first year, 
we published our roundtable on Measuring What 
Matters: More than GDP and launched a large number 
of new projects tackling issues as diverse as news, 
media and society; the future of libraries; improving 
the quality of our neighbourhoods and the views of 
young people on enterprise and entrepreneurship. 

In 2012, we continue with many of these projects and are introducing new areas 
of work. Much of our work is in areas where we have a strong historic track record 
like public libraries, support for cultural activity, social welfare, further education, 
the role of civil society and rural development. 

The Trust remains focused on our core objective of improving well-being in the 
UK and Ireland. But, as Carnegie himself recognised in our Trust Deed and Royal 
Charter, the needs of people change over time and we must be flexible in our 
approach to respond to those changes. Our challenge is to explore how society 
can best meet these needs in the twenty-first century – the solutions will look 
very different now to those developed in the early twentieth century. 

The Trust welcomes every opportunity to discuss ideas with policymakers, the 
public sector, voluntary organisations, business, individuals and communities. 
We are open to innovative ways of working in partnership, where these 
can contribute to our aims and to the promotion of outcomes-led policy 
development. 

Martyn evans    Jennifer Wallace
Chief executive     policy Manager
   

if you would like to discuss potential partnerships or collaborations please 
contact Jennifer (tel: 01383 721 445 or email: jennifer@carnegieuk.org)



Enterprise & Society
In recent years, the Trust has been a driving force in developing  
new models for enterprise in rural communities. In the same spirit,  
the Trust is now looking at how all communities and individuals 
can be supported to thrive, as traditional patterns of trade and 
employment become less relevant to more and more people.

In 2012, the Trust will be focusing 
its Enterprise & Society work on the 
economic experience, understanding and 
connectedness of citizens in the UK and 
Ireland. This focus will run through each 
policy area, from ‘Enterprising Minds’ 
research on the aspirations of college 
students through to embedding ‘More Than 
GDP’ thinking amongst policymakers, the 
media and communities.

regulated markets can play a major 
role in delivering wellbeing, and rely on 
social and community understanding and 
engagement. In an increasingly globalised 

world, this regulated control over markets 
seems distant and unaccountable to many, 
so the Trust wants to identify innovative 
ways of reconnecting economics and 
regulation to real life. 

The Trust has a proven heritage in the 
development of skills and lifelong learning, 
and has been a lead innovator in work 
that empowers younger citizens to achieve 
their economic and social potential. The 
Trust continues to be interested in skills 
development, equality of access to skills, 
and the relationship between education and 
the economy. 



Current work on enterprise and Society
• We will be publishing our enterprising 

Minds research into students to 
entrepreneurship, flexible employment 
and risk taking, and identify innovations 
that can help to embed enterprise 
culture in colleges and student 
experiences. Delivered through an 
innovative peer-to-peer technique, this 
will report in Summer 2012.

• We will continue to explore the 
relationship between citizens and 
Global regulation by examining 
the inter-relationships between 
UK advocacy groups, citizens, and 
Intergovernmental Organisations 
(IGOs) that regulate trade, markets and 
consumer policy. 

• The Trust’s 2011 Measuring What 
Matters report argues that GDP is an 
insufficient and misleading measure of 
prosperity. Building on this report, we 
will work in partnership with IPPR North 
to examine jurisdictions that have put 

‘more than GDP’ into practice and 
explore what we can learn from their 
experiences. 

• We will work in partnership with St 
Andrews University to build a greater 
understanding of the key policy issues 
in relation to Understanding towns, 
based on robust data analysis and 
international evidence, and illustrate 
this analysis by examining the specific 
experiences of different towns in Fife. 



Knowledge and Culture
Since its earliest days the Trust has been committed to supporting 
access to knowledge and culture. The Trust made a historic investment 
in the development of libraries and has created and supported many 
organisations working to promote the arts and culture.

The Trust is developing a clear policy 
position on public libraries and access 
to knowledge, and will publish a paper 
in May 2012 setting this out. Our work in 
2012 will address what the library of the 
future will look like, and how services are 
best provided to meet the needs of those 
who use them or who may need to use 
them in the future. 

The role of media in our society, and 
how this contributes to our democratic 
system, is a key concern for the Trust. 
As part of this work we recently 
launched The Carnegie Plan for Better 
Journalism. The Plan comprises the seven 
recommendations from our major new 
report, Better Journalism in the Digital  
Age, written by Carnegie Fellow Blair 
Jenkins and published in February 2012. 
As set out in the Carnegie Plan, we are 
particularly interested in issues around 
training, funding, ethics, regulation, the 
role of civil society, and the sustainability 
of local news media.

The Trust has always had a strong  
interest in supporting involvement in 
cultural activities, particularly where these 
activities also provide social benefit.  
The arts are increasingly used to support 
social change, to create social capital,  
or in therapeutic interventions.  
The Trust is keen to contribute to  

emerging policy in this area, and to 
support cultural activity which brings  
social benefit to those involved.

Current work on Knowledge and Culture
• We will be publishing our research into 

public attitudes to libraries across the 
UK and Ireland and engaging with 
stakeholders to explore the Future of 
public libraries.

• We will continue our work on News, 
Media and Society following on the 
publication of the Carnegie Plan 
and Better Journalism in the Digital 
Age. We will continue to undertake 
advocacy activities to promote the 
seven recommendations set out in 
the Plan, and later in 2012 we will be 
‘putting our money where our mouth 
is’ and providing small scale funding 
for local media organisations. 

• We are funding research into the Cilip 
Carnegie and Kate Greenaway 
shadowing scheme which encourages 
reading among young people. 
The research aims to explore the 
shadowing scheme’s impact on 
children and young people’s reading as 
well as the role of libraries and group 
leaders in the scheme.  Carnegie UK 
Trust is committed to providing funding 
for the scheme until 2015.



The Trust has always played a prominent 
role in helping to build strong communities, 
and this remains a critical element of 
our work.  Across the UK and Ireland 
communities face significant challenges 
and risks. The Trust is keen to examine 
these issues, and look at what action needs 
to be taken to ensure that people can 
live in settings which enable them to lead 
satisfying and fulfilling lives.  

The policy strategies which are applied in 
different geographic settings are of great 
interest to the Trust. We have had a long 
history of support for rural development. 

We remain committed to ensuring that 
effective policy approaches are deployed to 
support rural communities. 

The quality of local environments is 
an issue of key concern to the Trust. We 
will be undertaking work in 2012 which 
examines how communities can take 
action to address environmental problems 
or concerns in their local area – and how 
policymakers can support them to do this.

Our sense of place is also shaped by our 
connectivity – both with those who live 
beside us, and with people, goods and 

People and Place
The places where we live have a fundamental impact on our  
quality of life. The services that we access, the environments  
that we live in, and the connections that we have with our  
neighbours and with the wider world are of critical importance  
to our well-being. 



services in other parts of the world.  
This is a topic that the Trust will be  
exploring during 2012.

Current work on people and place 
• We will publish our review of the 

progress made by policymakers 
against the recommendations set by 
the Commission for Rural Community 
Development five years ago and 
explore Future directions in rural 
development across the UK and 
Ireland. 

• Problems such as vandalism, broken 
glass, litter and graffiti can have a 
significant impact on community well-
being.  Our tackling incivilities project 
examines citizens’ perceptions of these 
neighbourhood issues; the extent and 
nature of their impact on well-being; 
and how they can best be identified, 
addressed and tackled. 

• While research shows the impact that 
digital participation can have on 
wellbeing, there remains a significant 

group who do not yet enjoy these 
benefits. In 2012 we will be exploring 
reasons for low uptake in deprived urban 
areas. We will also be identifying and 
disseminating good practice on how to 
improve digital participation. 

• We will be working with Carnegie 
Associate, Professor Richard Kerley, 
on our Constitutional Change and 
Charities project, to research the 
potential implications of independence 
or greater devolution for charities 
operating within Scotland. 
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