
 
 
 
 
 
  
7 May 2018 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Review of the Community and Town Council Sector 
 
The Carnegie UK Trust welcomes the Independent Review of the Community and Town Council 
sector in Wales. The Trust works to improve the lives of people throughout the UK and Ireland, by 
changing minds through influencing policy, and by changing lives through innovative practice and 
partnership work. Our Strategic Plan (2016-2020) takes a holistic approach to wellbeing and 
outlines our work as focusing on ‘Enabling Wellbeing’; ‘Flourishing Towns’; ‘Fulfilling Work’; and 
‘Digital Futures’. 
 
The Trust recognises the value that Community and Town Councils bring to local communities in 
Wales. As the level of representation often closest to people and communities, Community and 
Town Councils have an important role to play in contributing to the health of local democracy and 
decision making. It is important that Town and Community Councils are seen to reflect the 
communities they serve, and are legitimate and accountable through robust elections. The Trust 
hopes that the review will consider how representation, legitimacy and accountability could be 
strengthened amongst the Community and Town Council sector in Wales, and what support this 
would require from Welsh Government. 
 
In the summer of 2017, the Trust convened two roundtable discussion in Merthyr Tydfil and 
Llandudno Junction to discuss the opportunities and challenges for Welsh towns. A key issue that 
emerged from the roundtable discussions was that towns often lack high quality data at the right 
level to evidence their needs, determine local priorities, and keep up to date with economic and 
demographic shifts to ensure that services are fit for purpose. We are pleased to be partnering with 
Welsh Government to develop Understanding Welsh Places (UWP) to collate data-driven insights 
that will inform national and local policy decisions, contribute to more empowered and resilient 
communities, and improve the wellbeing of individuals. The Town and Community Council sector 
are a key audience for us as this project develops, and we look forward to engaging further with 
stakeholders throughout the sector. 
 
We hope that you find these comments helpful. If you would like to discuss any of our towns work 
further, please contact me on laurenp@carnegieuk.org –I would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Lauren Pennycook  
Senior Policy and Development Officer 
Carnegie UK Trust  
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