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Welcome to the Birnie and 

Gaddon Lochs Newsletter  

Lucky to get a dry day for the 

WeBS during an otherwise quite 

wet month. Despite the weather, 

the wildlife has still been active; 

with finches picking off the early 

fruits and a few squirrel records. I 

haven’t seen the terrapin for a 

while though – any sightings 

anyone? 

 

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 16/09/2019  

Birnie Loch (9:21)  

34 x Mallard, 2 x Mute Swan, 1 x 

Moorhen, 1 x Grey Heron, 1 x 

Black-headed Gull 

 

Gaddon Loch (9:40)  

2 x Mute Swan, 1 x Mallard, 1 x 

Grey Heron, 1 x Black-headed 

Gull, Swallows present 

 

Plant of the Month  

Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 

 
 

 

 

 

The autumn leaf-fall will soon be 

in full swing, but one species has 

already shed a few around B&G: 

ash. There are some areas of the 

path covered in their long, 

pinnate leaves.  

Ash has been hit hard by disease, 

caused by the fungus 

Hymenoscyphus fraxineus, so it is 

now common to see fresh, young 

leaves browning whilst still on 

the tree. It also has an odd habit 

of dropping bright, green leaves 

in autumn, when everything else 

goes for yellows or reds. The leaf 

area of ash is large and made for 

high productivity, using lots of 

water to produce plenty of 

carbohydrates; conversely, very 

little energy is expended making 

the defensive chemicals which 

produce leaf colour changes. 

After falling to the ground, better 

defended leaves are difficult to 

break down, and can be easily 

found slowly decomposing over 

the winter and well into the next 

year; ash leaves however, just 

seem to disappear. The elliptical 

leaflets are flimsy with few 

physical defences, and they have 

a low Carbon:Nitrogen ratio, 

making them nutritious for 

invertebrates. So, they don’t last 

long after hitting the ground. 

 

Wildlife Records  

Please remember to note down 

what you see and contact us via 

the details given or on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

would also be happy to take 

details of any wildlife sightings 

you have from Birnie and 

Gaddon, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the online recording form by 

searching for them online.  

 

Feeding the Ducks  

As the nights are getting longer 

and the temperature will be 

dropping, we will be filling the 

bird feed bin more regularly 

again. There is a greater need for 

some supplementary feeding 

during winter as natural food 

sources become scarcer.  

You can still bring your own seed, 

oats, or peas and corn (defrosted 

if frozen) if you wish. DO NOT 

bring bread, as it pollutes the 

water and is bad for the birds’ 

health. Thank you.  

 

Accessing the Hides  

For further information and to 

obtain the new access codes 

please call 01592 656080.  
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