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October 2019 

Bird News: September 

A mild and amenable September 

draws to a close and it may have 

been a quiet weather month however 

certainly not a quiet month for birds. 

After a slow start in August the bird 

passage was evident and bird 

numbers and species has increased. 

Some very notable and interesting 

records as well as some good 

numbers of more common species. A 

good month to be out and about and 

the brilliant experience of seeing 

summer birds in the same view as 

winter birds, such as Swallow and 

Pinkfoot, is always a nice surprise. 

Here is September’s highlights; 

Geese: No real counts done yet but 

numbers are increasing daily with 

plenty overflying. 

Estuary Wide: The Estuary count on 

13th noted some good numbers. 

Wildfowl numbers were low but 

showing signs, 28 Shelduck, 33 Teal, 

74 Eider and 4 a piece for Tufted and 

Goldeneye. 

Wader wise was more promising. 999 

Oystercatcher, 315 Knot, 944 

Redshank and 12 Greenshank, still 

no numbers of Godwit. 5 Little Egret 

and 27 Sandwich Tern dropped in. 

Seabirds: Sandwich Tern have been 

decent all month with 4 Arctic Skua 

harassing on 22nd. 

White Tailed Eagle: Present 5 days 

out of 30 with 2 birds noted on 28th. 

Eden Centre: A lone Red throated 

Diver on 22nd. 3 GC Grebe’s on 17th 

hint at things to come. Little Egret 

numbers have been remarkable and 

present all month with 11 on 20th.  

A great count of 260 Teal on 9th and 

60 Mallard on 18th, 8 Goldeneye on 

10th with 30 Pinkfoot hints at 

increases.  

5 Osprey on 2nd and 3rd, these have 

been around up until a lone bird on 

28th, likely the last. Good Peregrine 

records mid-month. Marsh Harrier 

and Sea Eagle dropping in meant a 

good month for raptors.   

A single Spoonbill recorded on 19th 

caused a wee stir. 150 Lapwing on 

26th and Curlew Sandpiper recorded 

9th-16th. Single Ruff up until 24th. 5 

Whimbrel on 4th.18 Black-tailed 

Godwit on 12th and Spotted 

Redshank lone bird on 19th and 22nd. 

Good numbers of Redshank with 850 

on 9th and 17 Greenshank on 11th. A 

lone Mediterranean Gull on 13th and 

good Kingfisher records all month. 

Bird of the Month 

 

Spoonbill 

A rather odd looking bird easily 

missed when Little Egret is present, 

however once noted it is highly 

distinctive. The ‘spoon shaped bill’ is 

a real give away. Used for guddling 

and sifting prey in rapid swipes. A 

very scarce record for the reserve 

with the last one recorded on 17th 

June 2018. Great to see it here, one 

noted on 19th September. 

Eden Centre  

Ground works are still on-going 

alongside the centre however no 

disruption to opening times or use.  

This month ‘hide building’ will be 

going on and all will be revealed in 

good time. This is all fairly quiet and 

minor works generally. 

Hide Etiquette: Please show 

consideration for other users. The 

centre is small and as such gets busy 

quickly. Please shove up and allow 

others to see the view and if it is busy 

consider shortening your visit 

accordingly. The Centre is free and 

open 7 days a week, and good 

behaviour is expected. Thank you. 

Centre Management: Please note 

only FCCT rangers manage this 

facility.  

 Open 9am-5pm.  

 9am-4pm from 1st Nov. 

Reserve News 

 Dune Restoration Day Oct 9th: 

Come along and have a go at 

restoring dunes. Contact the 

ranger. 

 Outhead Sheep: Our resident 

Hebridean lawn mowers will be 

back on west sands this month, 

many lambs. Please enjoy but 

look after them, wee souls. 

 Fife Bird Club: If you would like 

to get out and learn more about 

the local area and its birds, 

joining information is available 

in the Eden Centre. 

 Donations: Always welcome. 

 


