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 November 2019 

Bird News: October 

A fairly benign October drifts out of 

view and as November begins, the 

dreich descends, but hopefully not for 

long. High tides came and went with 

little event and the birdlife has settled 

a little into the winter scene. Still a 

good month for species and some 

good news that the ‘sea eagle’ seems 

to be very much around. 

Here is October’s highlights; 

Geese: Numbers are around 1000-

1200 roosting Pink-footed just now, 

Canada’s all but gone and no sign yet 

of any Barnacle. 

Estuary Wide: The Estuary count on 

11th was quiet with a high tide and 

high wind, 460 Oystercatcher, 189 

Knot, 259 Curlew and 348 redshank 

in the higher figures, a lone Common 

Sandpiper seemed a bit late. A low 

count of 42 Shelduck and 6 Pintail 

however there is plenty time to come. 

St Andrews Bay 13th: A few good 

numbers and spots here. 125 Eider, 

that’s where they all were? 318 

Common Scoter, 30 Scaup and 4 RT 

Diver. Nice, thanks Les. 

White Tailed Eagle: Present 5 days 

out of 31 with 2 birds noted on 16th, 

20th and 31st. 

Outhead/West Sands: Some good 

numbers of Knot, OC, Sanderling and 

Dunlin feeding along the beach at low 

tides, a nice count of 13 Stonechat 

along the dune system a lone Snow 

Bunting and 2 Sea Eagles off 

Outhead on 31st. 

Eden Centre: 4 Little Grebe noted on 

26th, welcome back Dabchicks. 4 GC 

Grebe on 31st. Little Egret present all 

month with peak of 9 on 20th. 

29 Whooper Swan dropping in on 

14th, a nice count of 90 Teal on 31st 

and 102 Scaup on 31st was a 

cracking count. 15 RB Merganser on 

26th. 

A good month for raptors with 

Peregrine, Sparrowhawk, Sea Eagle 

and a very late passing of 2 Osprey 

on 5th Oct. 

200 Lapwing on 16th, 20 Golden 

Plover on 26th 2 Curlew Sandpiper on 

12th, 15 Black tailed Godwit on 26th, a 

low count. A high count of 1500 

Redshank on 8th and 12 Greenshank 

on 9th was good. A single Spotted 

Redshank noted on 4 days the last 

being 24th. 

Kingfisher tailing off now and a late 

record of 2 Swallow on 26th. A lone 

Redwing on 8th nearby was a lone 

Chiffchaff on the same day. A nice 

selection of species, great stuff. 

Bird of the Month 

 

Stonechat 

A wonderful, colourful, plucky wee 

bird often noted along coasts at this 

time of year. A local breeder. 13 

noted along the dunes at Outhead 

and West Sands on 31st, heralding a 

good habitat with plenty of food. 

Some will be resident, many will be 

migrant and all will be susceptible to 

a hard winter, so let’s hope for a mild 

one. The male is easy to ID, female 

and juvenile less so, look for an 

upright stance, balancing on a seed 

head or fence line and a vague 

plumage pattern similar to the male. 

Eden Centre  

Winter Opening Hours: 

 9am-4pm 

Hide Etiquette: Please show 

consideration for other users. The 

Centre is small and as such gets 

busy quickly. Please shove up and 

allow others to see the view and if it 

is busy consider shortening your visit 

accordingly. The centre is free and 

open 7 days a week, and good 

behaviour is expected. Thank you. 

Outdoor Accessible Telescope: To 

celebrate 40 years and note the 

passing of some truly remarkable 

people. Our new scope is in and 

ready to use. Aimed at allowing all to 

access a view of the reserve, even 

when the centre is full or closed. It’s a 

simple affair and set out to allow you 

to spot what’s out there and to 

encourage folk to get into wildlife. 

The official launch will be sometime 

soon and images will abound. 

Reserve News 

 West Sands Beach Clean: 

2nd Nov 10.30am by the café. 

 Coastal Volunteer Day Nov 

16th: Come along and have a 

go at some outdoor action to 

help nature. Contact the West 

Sands Ranger on 07984 

152558. 

 Outhead Sheep: Our resident 

Hebridean lawn mowers are 

now on site. 

 Donations: Always welcome, 

we promise all donations are 

spent on the reserve and for 

your comfort and 

enjoyment….and bird food! 

Pesky sparra’s! 

 


