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Welcome to the Birnie & 

Gaddon Lochs Newsletter 

Well, that went by fast! The final 

newsletter of 2019, and still so 

much to do. Thank you for 

visiting B&G this year and for 

reading our newsletters. A very 

Merry Christmas to you all. 
 

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 17/11/2019 

Birnie Loch (8:49) 

22 x mallard, 9 x Goosander, 3 x 

Goldeneye, 3 x Black-headed gull, 

3 x Moorhen, 2 x Grey heron, 2 x 

cormorant, 1 x Water rail, 1 x 

common gull, 1 x little grebe 
 

Gaddon Loch (9:15) 

19 x Goosander, 2 x Mute swan 

(5 x immature), 5 x Mallard, 3 x 

Black-headed gull, 2 x Wigeon, 2 

x Goldeneye, 2 x Grey heron, 1 x 

Coot, 1 x Cormorant 
 

Icelandic Goose Census (IGC) 

25/11/2019 

Birnie & Gaddon (8:50) 

34 x Greylag goose  
 

Bird of the Month  

Greylag goose (Anser anser) 

 

The mass migration to warmer 

climes is well underway, and 

Scotland is one of the best places 

to be if you happen to be a 

goose! 

Unlikely as it may seem, it can be 

easy to overlook winter flocks of 

our resident Greylag geese, 

because so many wintering 

Greylags join them; even with 

the additional Greylag numbers 

though, their Pink-footed 

relatives are now outnumbering 

them more than two-to-one! 

In flight it can be difficult to tell 

these geese apart but learning 

the calls will help; the “honking” 

of the Greylag is much deeper in 

tone than the sharp, high-pitched 

“pink” or “wink” of the pink-foot. 

Obviously, Pink-footed geese are 

named after their distinguishing 

feature, making it easy to 

remember how to tell them apart 

from the, orange legged, Greylag. 

If you get a chance to look 

closely, take note of the large, 

bright-orange bill of the Greylag, 

which is unlike the stubby, 

pinkish bill of the Pink-foot. The 

difference in bulk is also 

noticeable, with Greylag being 

much heavier overall. Try to 

compare both to other birds (e.g. 

mallard) if you can, for scale. 
 

Wildlife Records  

There are notebooks in the bird 

hides for your records, you can 

also contact us via the details 

given or on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

would also be happy to take 

details of any wildlife sightings 

you have from Birnie and 

Gaddon, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the online recording form by 

searching for them online. 
 

Feeding the Ducks  

As the nights are getting longer 

and the temperature is dropping, 

we are filling the bird feed bin 

more regularly again. There is a 

greater need for some 

supplemental feeding during 

winter as natural food sources 

become scarcer.  

You can still bring your own seed, 

oats, or peas and corn (defrosted 

if frozen) if you wish. DO NOT 

bring bread, as it pollutes the 

water and is bad for the birds’ 

health. Thank you.  
 

Accessing the Hides  

For further information and to 

obtain the new access codes 

please call 01592 656080. 
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