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 February 2020 

Bird News: January 

A mild, wet and often windy start to 

the year has continued. The odd 

good winter day, but the ground is 

wet and signs of spring are early. 

Winter has still a while yet to rear up 

and challenge. The birdlife is settled 

just now however it is a matter of 

weeks before movement will be on us 

again. Here are January’s highlights; 

Geese: Numbers of Pinkfooted are 

still quite low generally hovering 

around 1000-2000 with 1770 on 29th. 

Light Bellied Brent are in Balgove 

Bay with 9th on 10th. 

Estuary Wide: The Estuary count on 

10th gave some decent numbers and 

species. 1333 Oystercatcher, 930 

Knot along with 960 Dunlin. 41 Bar- 

tailed Godwit and 540 Redshank. 2 

Greenshank and a hand full of Black-

tailed Godwit. 

Wildfowl wise, 62 Wigeon, 177 

Shelduck, 88 Teal, 17 Goldeneye and 

14 Pintail. 

Outhead: Snow Bunting putting in 

the odd appearance along the beach. 

5 Stonechat and 2 Reed Bunting on 

31st and a nice group of 12 

Yellowhammer on the same day. 

Offshore are fair sized flotilla’s of 

Common Scoter still. 

White Tailed Eagle: 2 days out of 31 

with single bird on 9th and excitingly 2 

adults on 24th. Here’s hoping. 

Eden Centre: 2 Little Grebe on 12th. 

1 GC Grebe on 9th along with 1 

Slavonian Grebe on the same day. 

Peak of 3 Little Egret on 5th. 

A nice count of 13 LB Brent geese on 

9th. A healthy 70 Teal on 9th too in 

front of the hide. 11 Scaup on 5th and 

7 RB Merganser and 7 Goldeneye on 

9th. 

Raptor wise, Sparrowhawk 

occasionally, Buzzard occasionally 

and a lone Peregrine on 15th. 

Waders, 10 Grey Plover on 9th, 120 

Lapwing on 12th, 65 Knot on 24th and 

a decent count of 73 Black-tailed 

Godwit on 24th also, a welcome 

number. 

Single Kingfisher on 1st and GS 

Woodpecker on 6th. Up at the centre 

Treecreeper have been in on a 

number of days. 13 Tree Sparrow on 

9th and decent number of Chaffinch 

too. Two male Bullfinch were a 

welcome site opening the centre on 

24th. Nothing rare, but all good to see. 

Bird of the Month 

 

White Tailed Eagle 

An unmistakable master of the air. 

One of Scotland’s mega-fauna and a 

justifiably popular bird, however these 

birds are vulnerable, mainly to our 

stupidity and ignorance. The last 

‘native’ bird in Fife was reported to 

have been suffocated by 5 strong 

men! Since then we have had to go 

to the likes of Mull and Skye to see 

these birds. However in recent years 

a re-introduction programme brought 

them back to our county and one last 

remaining female is hanging on. 

Hope is she can set nest and breed 

this year, two adults spotted on 24th 

continues that hope. Good luck lady!  

Eden Centre  

Winter Opening Hours: 

• 9am-4pm 

• Centre car park is open 

again although on temporary 

road surface. 

Reserve News 

• Habitat Hedge Plant: Come 

along to help plant a wildlife 

hedge on the Castle Course. 

8th February 10am. 

• Christmas Tree Dune 

Planting: Come along to 

lend a hand to plant out 

dune grasses on our new 

sand dune at West Sands. 

23rdth February at 10am by 

the Café. All welcome. 

• Volunteer! Why not 

volunteer for us? There are 

many things you can get 

involved with and something 

to suit everyone, bird and 

wildlife surveying is needed. 

If interested contact the 

rangers on 07985 707593 or 

Meg on 01592 656088. 

• Photo? If you have an 

image you would like to 

share of the Eden, please 

send in to the email below. If 

we use it on our media, we 

will credit you. 

• FCCT Website: try our new 

website for visit information. 

• Donations: Keeping those 

Tree Sparrows fed is a task. 

All donations welcome. 

Thanks. 

• Wildfowling Season: Ends 

20th February. 


