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Welcome to the Birnie and 

Gaddon Lochs Newsletter  

It’s been wet, it’s been windy, 

but wildlife is still active around 

the lochs. The great tits and 

chaffinches are singing, the 

bullfinches have been nipping at 

the fresh buds, and catkins are 

becoming conspicuous in the 

trees.  

 
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 12/01/2020  

Birnie Loch (8:44)  

7 x Goldeneye, 6 x Mallard, 3 x 

Goosander, 2 x Mute Swan (1 x 

immature), 2 x Moorhen, 1 x 

Cormorant 

 
Gaddon Loch (8:58)  

34 x Wigeon, 16 x Tufted Duck, 

15 x Mallard, 8 x Goldeneye, 6 x 

Coot, 5 x Goosander, 2 x Mute 

Swan (5 x immature), 2 x Grey 

Heron, 1 x Moorhen, 1 x 

Cormorant  

 
Plant of the Month  

Winter aconite (Eranthis 

hyemalis)  

 

Only a few members of our 

native ground flora flower during 

winter, which is why gardeners 

usually look elsewhere for a bit 

of colour. It was in the 16th 

Century that the first winter 

aconites were brought to the UK 

from southern Europe, and since 

then they have adapted well to 

their new surroundings. Quite 

often found alongside paths in 

moist, shaded woodlands, they 

survive as individual, tuberous-

rhizomes underground over 

summer and autumn, before 

making a sparkling appearance 

above ground at a time when 

most of the vegetation is drab 

and brown. To be botanically 

correct, the flowers must be 

described as having yellow 

sepals, not petals. This is because 

the petals have evolved to 

become stubby and glandular, 

and are now floral nectaries. 

These perform the function of 

producing nectar to attract 

insects, such as bumblebees; 

though only the very earliest of 

our bees will be able to make use 

of this food source before the 

plants go over in spring. 

 
Upcoming Events 

On Sat 22nd February you can join 

us for a winter tree identification 

walk at B and G. To find out more 

and to book a place, please visit: 

https://fifecoastandcountrysidet

rust.co.uk/  

Wildlife Records  

Please remember to note down 

what you see and contact us via 

the details given below or on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

would also be happy to take 

details of any wildlife sightings 

you have from Birnie and 

Gaddon, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the online recording form by 

searching for them online.  

 
Feeding the Ducks  

We have been filling the bird 

feed bin more regularly over 

winter as there is a greater need 

for some supplemental feeding 

as natural food sources become 

scarce.  

You can still bring your own seed, 

oats, or peas and corn (defrosted 

if frozen) if you wish. DO NOT 

bring bread, as it pollutes the 

water and is bad for the birds’ 

health. Thank you.  

 
Accessing the Hides  

For further information and to 

obtain the new access codes 

please call 01592 656080.  
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