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Welcome to the Birnie and 

Gaddon Lochs Newsletter  

As I write this, the sun is beating 
through the window, a brief 
respite from the wind, rain and 
sleet of late. The lengthening 
daylight is starting to show in the 
early buds bursting and a few 
leaves are appearing. The birds 
are getting ever more raucous – 
Reed Bunting singing by the 25th, 
and the Birnie swan family are 
stamping their authority on the 
territory… who’d be a goose!? 
 
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 07/02/2020  

Birnie Loch (9:25)  

8 x Goldeneye, 7 x Mallard, 6 x 
Tufted Duck, 4 x Greylag Goose, 4 
x Black-headed Gull, 3 x Mute 
Swan, 1 x Water Rail 
 
Gaddon Loch (9:45)  

20 x Mallard, 19 x Goldeneye, 19 

x Lesser Black-backed Gull, 9 x 

Wigeon, 6 x Mute Swan, 3 x Coot, 

2 x Tufted Duck, 2 x Black-headed 

Gull, 1 x Moorhen 

 
Plant of the Month  

Lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta) 

 

You could be forgiven for 

assuming that all the pine trees 

around the lochs are our native 

Scot’s pine, but there are actually 

multiple pine species planted 

here. 
 

Lodgepole pine is a ‘2-needled’ 
pine, originating from western 
North America. In its native 
habitat it is fire-adapted, 
producing serotinous cones, 
which are prompted into opening 
by an environmental trigger - in 
this case, the dry-heat of a fire. 
This allows the seed to be 
amongst the first to grow on the 
newly cleared forest floor. 
The needles of lodgepole are 
strikingly green, unlike the blue-
green needles of Scot’s. This 
characteristic is particularly 
obvious when comparing the two 
side-by-side.  
 

If you find the cones, always 
clustered on the branch nodes, 
you will notice that there are 
very distinct ‘prickles’ a few 
millimetres long on each scale. 
The cones are quite often 
narrow, and after the prickles 
have worn off can sometimes 
resemble those of Scot’s pine. 
After experimentation in many 
areas of Scotland, lodgepole pine 
became a favoured forestry tree; 
this is mostly because it grew 
bigger and faster than Scot’s pine 
in comparable areas. The trees 
have similar uses in the 
construction industry, and for 
wood wool and paper pulp. 
 

 

 

 

Wildlife Records  

Please remember to note down 

what you see and contact us via 

the details given below or on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

would also be happy to take 

details of any wildlife sightings 

you have from Birnie and 

Gaddon, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the online recording form by 

searching for them online.  
 

Feeding the Ducks  

We have been filling the bird 

feed bin more regularly over 

winter as there is a greater need 

for some supplemental feeding 

as natural food sources become 

scarce.  
 

You can still bring your own seed, 

oats, or peas and corn (defrosted 

if frozen) if you wish. DO NOT 

bring bread, as it pollutes the 

water and is bad for the birds’ 

health. Thank you.  
 

Accessing the Hides  

For further information and to 

obtain the new access codes 

please call 01592 656080.  

 

March 2020  


