
 May 2020
Bird News: April

April is usually one of the most active
and  important  months  in  the  bird
year,  and  it  still  is.  You  will  have
noticed all  around as you  take your
daily  exercise  or  commute  to
necessary  work  that  breeding  and
migration are at a peak this month.

We have not been able to spend as
much time on the reserve due to the
current  situation  and  neither  have
many  others  whom  would  pass  us
their  sightings.  So  sadly  it  is  a
skeleton report on bird news, but I am
sure  you  have  your  own  bird  news
from where  you are to  comfort  you.
Things  are  popping  off  everywhere
where I live.

April’s bird bits;

Breeding:  Happening now,  all  over.
Herons are doing well  and Meadow
Pipit and Skylark are a feature out at
Outhead. Local to Eden Centre, Tree
Sparrow and Blue Tit  are  taking up
the nest boxes. 

A nice spot of 6 juvenile Mallard on
17th. 

Estuary  Wide:  The  Estuary  partial
count on 17th was quiet, expectedly.
609  Oystercatcher,  120  Knot,  17
Curlew,  66 Redshank  and 54 Black
tailed Godwit. 1 Little Egret.

Wildfowl  wise,  123  Shelduck,  6
Pintail,  9  Eider.  2 Goldeneye and 2
RB  Merganser.  There  were  more
however uncounted.

Outhead:  Skylark  are  out  in  force
and a lovely sight and sound.

Reres  Wood:  On  13th were  some
early  Willow  Warbler,  2,  and  2
Chiffchaff.  Unexpectedly  a  Tawny
Owl among the trees. Nice.

Eden  Centre:  400  Pinkfoot  geese
noted on 1st, 41 Shelduck on 3rd. 52
Eider  on  3rd and  a  nice  spot  of  9
Goldeneye  on  1st along  with  4  RB
Merganser.

First  Osprey’s  noted  on  13th with  5
spotted that day and a lone Osprey
on 30th.

Black tailed Godwit numbers were at
a peak mid-month and have tailed off.
A nice Kingfisher on the 1st.

Up  at  the  centre  Tree  Sparrow,
Chaffinch,  Bullfinch and now Willow
warbler,  Blackcap  and  Chiffchaff
have all been noted singing.

Folks it is all still out there, probably
doing better without us! 

Bird of the Month

Osprey

Not a bird that instantly jumps to mind
when thinking of the Eden, yet this is
prime hunting ground for Osprey on
passage and local residents. There is
no doubt  Osprey are nesting locally
and if you do come across their nest
site, please keep it secret.

This is a stunning and quite easy bird
to  identify,  in  flight  it  has  a  slightly
‘lazy’ wing flap and has the ability to
almost  back  up  in  flight  as  it  part
hovers  to  hunt.  On  the  ground  it
nearly  always  has  fish  to  eat  and
usually on a fence post. 5 spotted on
13th April. 

Good to have them back.

Eden Centre 

 Closed

Reserve News

In  response  to  the  current  situation
we all  find ourselves in  FCCT have
had to pull back services and in light
of  lockdown,  staffing.  This  is  highly
appropriate.

All  of  our  centres,  hides,  toilets,
offices, bins and facilities are closed. 

We are also reinforcing Government
regulation to the public not to visit our
sites by car and when you do so on
foot  or  cycle  to  remain  aware  that
services may not be available.

Please take all waste home, including
dog waste.

Please respect notices and covers or
closures,  many  are  not  permanent
and  rely  on  your  support  and
compliance.

You  may see  the  occasional  FCCT
vehicle,  be  assured  this  will  be  on
specific  tasks  to  support  and  assist
the  public  in  carrying  out  the
necessary  social  distancing
regulation.

Please think of  yourself,  your  family
and  others  and  stay  at  home  and
when  out  exercising  on  our  sites
please be careful and mindful. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  us  via
social media to advise of  any major
issues  you  encounter.  We are  also
interested to hear if you do spot any
wildlife of interest and please engage
with  us  if  it  helps  you  through  this
unsettling time, you will  be welcome
to email me at any time.

Stay safe and good wishes.

Ranald
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