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Welcome to the Birnie and 

Gaddon Lochs LNR Newsletter  

That autumnal feeling has, 
definitely, arrived. Leaves are 
changing colour, and the canopy 
is just starting to thin a bit with 
some trees already dropping 
leaves. The chillier mornings and 
lower light have also brought 
back some very atmospheric 
photo opportunities, with mists 
hanging low over the lochs. The 
bird counts also signal a change is 
afoot, with the return of wigeon 
to Gaddon – only two, but there 
will be more. 
 
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 20/09/2020 

Birnie Loch (8:36)  

16 x Mallard, 3 x Moorhen, 2 x 
Mute Swan (3 x immature) 
 
Gaddon Loch (8:53)  

43 x Mallard, 4 x Gadwall, 2 x 

Wigeon, 2 x Heron, 2 x Mute 

Swan (1 x immature) 

 

Plant of the Month  

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) 

 
The countryside has gone a little 

bit fruity, as it does at this time 

ever year. B&G play host to 

various plants producing, striking, 

red fruits; hawthorn berries are 

dull and tough; guelder rose 

bright and perfectly globular; and 

dog rose has those distinctive 

elongated hips. The rowans are 

often a bit taller than those 

plants listed above, with lots of 

vertical shoots reaching for the 

sky and tipped with clusters of 

berries. There are a couple of 

lovely openings in the canopy 

that have allowed them to really 

take off. All these reds are a very 

important food source over 

autumn and winter, so keep an 

eye out for bullfinches, starlings, 

thrushes, and maybe even 

waxwings (fingers crossed!) 

enjoying the bounty.  

 

NO FISHING 

Birnie and Gaddon Lochs form a 

Local Nature Reserve, and as 

such the main function is to 

preserve and enhance provision 

for wildlife by maintaining 

habitats. Therefore, no fishing, 

no swimming, and no boating. 

Please report incidents to 

ourselves and Police Scotland 

101.  

 

Wildlife Records  

Please remember to note down 

the wildlife you see and contact 

us via the details given below or 

on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

would also be happy to take 

details of any wildlife sightings 

you have from Birnie and 

Gaddon, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the online recording form by 

searching for them online.  

 
Feeding the Ducks  

Natural food sources are plentiful 

around the lochs. You can bring 

seeds, oats, or peas and corn 

(defrosted if frozen) if you wish. 

DO NOT bring bread, as it 

pollutes the water and is bad for 

the birds’ health. Thank you.  

 
Accessing the Hides  

Please be aware that the hides 

are temporarily closed 
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