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 October 2020 

Bird News: September 

Officially Autumn now, however some 

good spells of weather were 

eventually broken by rainy days, it 

had to happen. The daylight is 

shortening and the odd early frost 

already. So, this means changes on 

the reserve, changes in colours, light 

and birdlife. The summer migrants 

are all but gone and the winter birds 

are arriving daily. 

Here are September’s bird highlights; 

Geese: Around 200-400 Pinks now 

and then, long way to go yet for good 

numbers however the skies are filling 

with groups arriving daily. A count of 

205 Canada Geese on 30th. 

Coble Pools: 5 Grey Partridge and 1 

Osprey on 19th. 

Estuary Wide: Out on 16th were 101 

Shelduck, 52 Wigeon, 26 Mallard, 19 

Teal and 11 Pintail. A good count of 

138 Eider too. 

Wader wise, 1259 Oystercatcher, 112 

redshank, 35 Dunlin, 13 Black tailed 

Godwit, 207 Curlew and 2 

Greenshank. A lone Curlew 

Sandpiper was spotted later that day, 

apparently a small group have been 

around. 

Some nice additions were 45 

Sandwich Tern, 1 Arctic Skua 

harassing them, 1 Little Gull and a 

whopping 10 Little Egret. 

Outhead: White-tailed Eagle has 

been spotted off here. 

White-Tailed Eagle: Single bird 

recorded on 8th, 25th and 28th. Good 

news if you had not heard, the 

nesting pair in NE Fife have 

successfully fledged a single bird.  

Eden Centre: Low records due to 

closure however some records noted 

by the ranger. 

30 Teal, 19 Lapwing, 110 Redshank 

and 7 Heron on 8th. Out on 16th were 

10 Little Egret, 32 Goldfinch and a 

lone Peregrine. 4 Tree Sparrow 

around the Centre was nice. 

Two Osprey, 220 Redshank and 34 

Black-tailed Godwit on 17th. A timely 

show of 1 Little Grebe on 19th. 

120 Canada Geese on 28th along 

with 3 Little Egret and out on 30th 

were 150 Pinkfooted and 38 Canada 

Geese, 5 Goosander and a lone 

Kingfisher. Not too bad. 

Bird of the Month 

 

Arctic Skua 

This highly agile and tenacious bird is 

often referred to as a ‘pirate’ or 

‘parasite’ bird for the tactic this bird 

uses to gain food, often noted 

harassing seabirds most often Terns 

along our northern coasts. The bird 

pursues the Tern and swoops, dives 

and approaches until the Tern gives 

up its recently caught catch. A 

behaviour we feel is a bit unfair, but a 

strategy that works, with no real 

danger to the Tern, except energy 

loss from repeating their hunt. A bird 

whose numbers sadly are currently 

crashing, so it is good to spot it here 

doing what it does best, being a 

bandit in an age-old dog fight. 

 

Eden Centre  

• Closed 

The Centre is closed, this is due to 

issues with maintaining Covid related 

safety and cleaning. The Centre does 

have a small open sided wooden hide 

outside, and you are welcome to use 

this when visiting.  

Please Note: There is someone 

reporting to be the reserve ‘warden’ 

and this person has had some 

negative interaction with visitors. This 

is NOT a member of staff. Staff will 

always be either in uniform or 

identified in person. Given               

the potential for serious 

misunderstanding, if you encounter 

someone saying they are the 

‘warden’ please do not engage and 

contact the ‘ranger’ on 07985 

707593. Police Scotland have been 

notified of the situation. 

Reserve News 

• The Courier ran an excellent 

article on the Eden Reserve 

on Sat 19th, focusing on the 

projects in place to tackle 

climate change. Worth 

tracking down. 

In response to the current restrictions 

we welcome responsible access 

along recognised paths and routes. 

Outhead at West Sands, St 

Andrews and Eden Centre 

Guardbridge are the best currently. 

These can both allow access to view 

and to ensure social distancing. 

Please plan your visit, there are 

limited facilities at all sites just now. 

Check out our social media sites 

for updates and information. 

Stay safe and good wishes. 
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