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 December 2020 

Bird News: November 

It has been a mixed bag of weather 

through November, with some days 

of proper frost and cold wind. This 

time of year sees what feels like a 

speeding up of the fall into winter and 

the short days and low sun mark we 

are not that far from the winter 

solstice, which means it is nearly 

Christmas. Here is November’s 

highlights! 

Geese: Some very good numbers of 

geese around NE Fife, with around 

1500-2000 most nights now. 4100 

flying in and over the estuary on 29th. 

Light Bellied Brent geese are in now 

with 9 on 10th and 19 on 13th. 

Coble Pools: A pair of Mute Swan 

with 3 cygnets on 4th. 8 Grey 

Partridge, 22 Goldfinch and 4 

Redwing on 29th. 

Estuary Wide: Out on 13th were 364 

Shelduck, 93 Wigeon, 82 Scaup and 

41 Pintail. A lone Slavonian Grebe 

and 8 Little Egrets were out on the 

same day. 

Wader wise, 2875 Oystercatcher, 271 

Redshank, 270 Curlew, 247 Lapwing, 

a nice count of 930 Dunlin along with 

374 Knot, 217 Bar-tailed Godwit and 

92 Black-tailed Godwit. Good 

numbers driven higher by a very high 

tide. 

Outhead: 4 Stonechat and 7 Linnet 2 

Skylark as well as 47 Oystercatcher 

on around the sheep pens on 29th. 

White tailed Eagle has been spotted 

from Outhead now and then, good to 

hear. 

West Sands: Some nice 

accumulations of Oystercatcher, Knot 

and Sanderling out along the 

strandline over the last month and up 

on the parking areas (Oystercatcher). 

Always nice to see. 4 Grey Partridge 

and a lone Kestrel on 29th. Snow 

Bunting have been reported this 

month. 

White Tailed Eagle: Single bird 

recorded on 4th and 26th. 

Eden Centre: Minimal records due to 

closure however some records noted 

by the ranger. 

4 Greylag and 17 Grey Plover on 4th. 

19 Golden Plover, 340 Knot, 700 

Dunlin and 157 Lapwing along with a 

nice count of 96 Scaup, 4 RB 

Merganser and a single Spotted 

Redshank and a remarkable 

Hudsonian Godwit on the 10th. There 

were unconfirmed records of a 

Yellow-browed Warbler at the centre 

on 10th too. 2 Little Grebe, a lone 

Slavonian Grebe, 38 Mallard, 81 

Black-tailed Godwit and a White 

tailed Eagle on 26th.  

Bird of the Month 

 

Hudsonian Godwit 

There are many birds that frequent 

the Eden Reserve, now and then one 

pops up that is quite remarkable. This 

bird was spotted early November with 

it being noted on 10th and again on 

28th. A fine wader very similar to a 

Black tailed Godwit. This bird is some 

way off course as its usual winter 

grounds are South America. A rare 

bird for the UK and a first for Fife and 

the Eden Reserve. Given the reserve 

hosts many Godwit it may hang 

around a while. A very tough spot 

though. 

Eden Centre  

• Closed 

The Centre is closed, this is due to 

issues with maintaining Covid related 

safety and cleaning. The centre does 

have a small open sided wooden hide 

outside. 

Reserve News 

• Coastal Volunteer Group if 

you are interested please 

book on 07984 152558 

 December dates:  

5th: West Sands beach 

clean 

9th: Blackthorn removal, 

Eden Estuary 

16th: West Sands beach 

clean 

Are You Bird Aware? 

Please consider shoreline birds this 

winter. They are trying to feed and  

they need to conserve energy. They 

don’t need disturbed. Please keep 

your distance and mind your dog. 

Thanks. 

Merry Christmas Folks! 

This has been a tough year and I 

know many of us are struggling 

through the days and weeks, but this 

time of year comes with news that 

ends of certain things are in sight. 

Maybe this will bring the beginning of  

better days for all. There is always 

hope. I wish you a merry and 

enjoyable Christmas and a good and 

contented New Year. Look out for 

each other and our wonderful nature. 

Best wishes 

Ranald Strachan 


