
 January 2021
Bird News: December

Happy New Year and in came winter
during December with some very cold
and frosty  days.  The first  time in  a
long  while  pools  and  waterbodies
froze over. The challenges for wildlife
at  this time of  year  are evident  and
we ask all visitors to the countryside
to consider the plight of wildlife during
winter  time.  Records  have  been
sporadic due to Christmas and Covid
restrictions,  here  is  December’s
highlights;

Geese: Some days with around 3000
Pinks roosting, with some nights with
as low as 1000. 24 LB Brent geese
on fields and around the Balgove Bay
area just now.

Kincaple  Path:  Mixed  flocks  of
Fieldfare  and  Redwing  on  several
days  with  best  count  of  62,  mainly
Fieldfare on 17th.

Estuary Wide: Out on 11th there were
some good numbers of wildfowl 211
Shelduck,  a  nice  count  of  331
Wigeon,  11  Scaup  and  our  largest
count  of  158  Pintail.  5  Slavonian
Grebe,  2  GC  Grebe  and  2  Little
Grebe. 2 Little Egrets were out on the
same day.

Wader wise, 1695 Oystercatcher, 231
Redshank, 210 Curlew, 162 Lapwing,
and  78  Grey  Plover,  again  only  37
Bar tailed Godwit and 34 Black tailed
Godwit,  the  latter  was  likely
concealed on the marshes.

Outhead:  3  White  tailed  Eagle  on
19th, great to see all 3 birds at once
off the spit head. 5 Stonechat and a
large  grouping  of  Linnet,  Goldfinch
and Chaffinch on 20th. Great numbers
of  Knot  and  Dunlin  and  Bar  tailed
Godiwt  noted  all  month  as  were
Snow Bunting, with 2 on 16th.

West  Sands:  Some  nice
accumulations  of  Knot  around  with
480  in  the  area  on  19th.
Oystercatchers  are  enjoying  the
worms on the quieter parking areas,
as  are  small  groups  of  Grey
Partridge. Sanderling groups of up to
15 all month and offshore Slavonian
Grebe and Red throated Diver noted.
Kestrels  have  been  seen  over  the
sheep pens this month.

White  Tailed  Eagle:  3  off  Outhead
on 19th.

Links  Course/Evans  Hide:  23
Fieldfare, 60 Starling and 3 Moorhen
on 11th.

Eden Centre: Minimal records due to
closure however some records noted
by  the  ranger.  This  month  5  Tree
Sparrow on 7th, 3 Little Grebe on 11th.
2 Redwing on 17th and 16 Black tailed
Godwit on 18th. 

Bird of the Month

Pintail

There are remarkably beautiful birds,
the male with the striking curving chin
strap  marking  and  the  long  pointed
‘pin’  tail.  The  female  is  far  less
distinctive  however  thankfully  for
observers they tend to swim together.
These birds almost exclusively abide
in Balgove Bay and the Outer Estuary
so the best place to see them is here.
A great count of 158 on 11th.

Lovely.

Eden Centre 

 Closed

The Centre is closed, this  is due to
issues with maintaining Covid related
safety and cleaning. The Centre does
have a small open sided wooden hide
outside.

Reserve News

 Coastal Volunteer Group if
you are interested in joining
in  our  volunteer  sessions
please  contact  Meg  Moore
on 01592 656088. We have
none  booked  just  now
however this is a good time
to plan and organise.

 Social  Media:  Check  out
our facebook and twitter for
updates on all  our  sites as
well  as  goings  on  and
volunteering opportunity.

Are You Bird Aware?

Please  consider  shoreline  birds  this
winter.  They  are  trying  to  feed  and
they need to conserve energy. They
don’t  need  disturbed.  Please  keep
your  distance  and  mind  your  dog.
Thanks.

Happy New Year

A warm welcome to all on the turn of a
new  year.  Inevitable  restrictions  have
been enforced and the year begins not
too  delightfully,  however  we  can
exercise, we can get out in nature and
the reserve is here when you need it. A
little bit of wildness and the feel of the
weather,  the  light  of  a bright  day and
the  sound  of  the  outdoors  is  a  good
medicine.  It  is  free  and asks little  but
some consideration 

Best wishes to you all

Ranald Strachan
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