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Bird News: February 

February was very ‘wintery’ to begin 

with. Lying snow, ice covered 

mudflats and some low night-time 

temperatures put a bit of pressure on 

the birdlife, feeding is difficult when 

you need to hunt out mudflats that 

are not encrusted in ice. This also 

leads the birds to congregate in areas 

where prey may not be as readily 

available and increases competition 

for a winter depleted resource, so 

thankfully the conditions eased, and 

the latter part of February turned 

quite spring like. With the Herons 

back on their nests and Skylarks 

singing, breeding begins. 

Here is February’s highlights; 

Geese: Around 2000 Pinkfooted 

roosting on the estuary and more 

daytime groups noted meaning 

movement is starting to some degree. 

11 LB Brent Geese around the 

Balgove Bay area just now. Suspect 

there is more as many do appear 

around the local fields. 

Estuary Wide: Out on 22nd there 

were some good numbers of wildfowl 

201 Shelduck, 245 Wigeon, 122 Teal, 

94 Eider, 27 Goldeneye and 66 

Pintail. 4 Slavonian Grebe and 6 red 

breasted Merganser 

Wader wise, 1267 Oystercatcher, a 

nice count of 747 Redshank, an 

equally decent 459 Curlew and a 

cracking 1029 Knot in some lovely 

flocks. 1138 Dunlin was good to see 

however Grey Plover and Godwit 

species were low with only 22 Black 

tailed Godwit and 13 Bar tailed 

Godwit, continuing a winter trend. 

Outhead: Snow Bunting recorded 

here earlier in the month however the 

later month saw Skylarks take their 

place and the site is a delight of song, 

13 singing on 24th. 2 Stonechat, 1 

Reed Bunting and a Yellowhammer 

on the same day. A nice sight of an 

adult White-tailed Eagle on 1st March, 

the first for a while. They may be 

busy? Let’s hope so. 

West Sands: Some nice 

accumulations of waders most days 

along the shoreline, with 

Greenshanks noted amongst the 

groups. Mid-month following strong 

east winds saw a huge number of 

Gulls making the most of stranded 

marine life. 

Links Course/Evans Hide: 3 Grey 

Partridge on 28th, a lone Merlin and 

107 Pintail noted on 23rd. 

Eden Centre: 2 Tree Sparrow and 2 

Bullfinch on 12th, a Song Thrush and 

a lone Redwing on 19th. 

Bird of the Month 

 

Merlin 

This month it is a pleasure to feature 

a fine raptor. The UK’s smallest bird 

of prey with a wingspan of only 50-

60cm. Distinguished by its small size 

with broad pointed wings, beaten 

rapidly in flight with intermittent 

pauses. Males have the notable 

blue/grey wings and females brown. 

Merlin feed almost exclusively on 

small birds and its not a surprise one 

was spotted on the reserve as many 

birds use the coast at this time for 

food. The UK population is 

augmented each winter by birds from 

Iceland even so, not a common sight. 

However, it is a welcome one. 

Eden Centre  

• Closed 

The Centre is closed, this is due to 

issues with maintaining Covid related 

safety and cleaning. The centre does 

have a small open sided wooden hide 

outside. 

Reserve News 

• Wildfowling season ended 

on 20th Feb. 

• Coastal Volunteer Group if 

you are interested in joining 

in our volunteer sessions 

please contact Meg Moore 

on 01592 656088. We have 

none booked just now 

however this is a good time 

to plan and organise. 

• Breeding Birds: Certain 

species are beginning to 

take up their ‘territory’ for 

breeding, later this month 

will see more do so, ground 

nesters are most vulnerable 

and please bear this in mind 

when out enjoying the spring 

weather. Thanks. 

• Bird Records: If you are 

around the estuary please 

pass on any notable bird 

records. Keep an eye for 

early passage migrants and 

of course our resident Sea 

Eagles. 

• Kincaple Path: Please note 

the Kincaple Path is closed 

just now due to a large 

landslip. This is being 

looked at. In the meantime, 

please be careful, however it 

would be not to use this 

route at present. 


