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Welcome to the Birnie and 

Gaddon Lochs LNR Newsletter  

The winter weather has given us 
some very impressive bird 
numbers throughout January. A 
few dozens of bullfinch, long 
tailed tit and siskin, many 
thrushes, and hundreds of 
wildfowl. 
Another species appearing in 
relatively large numbers is also 
the answer to last month’s 
teaser: moorhen. A small bird 
born with big feet! The marsh at 
Birnie provides good breeding 
area for them, so they have done 
well here. 

 

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 18/01/2021 

Birnie Loch (9:53)  

Moorhen x 15, Mallard x 12, 
Black-headed gull x 6, Mute swan 
x 2, Goldeneye x 1, Goosander x 
1, Grey heron x 1 
 
Gaddon Loch (10:24)  

Wigeon x 157, Mallard x 130, 

Black-headed gull x 37, Tufted 

duck x 26, Goosander x 8, Little 

grebe x 5, Goldeneye x 3, Coot x 

3, Mute swan x 2 (1 x immature), 

Grey heron x 2, Moorhen x 1, 

Oystercatcher x 1 

 

Bird of the Month 

Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris)  

 
A beautiful thrush, heftier than a 
Blackbird, and bearing more 
similarities in size and colour to a 
Mistle thrush. The contrast in 
colours makes it quite distinctive 
when seen in a good light; light 
grey head, rufous breast, and 
white belly, with brown speckles 
breaking up the solid patches of 
colour. The tail is quite long and 
the underside of the wings flash 
brilliant white as the bird takes 
off. 
Until recently, this bird was only 
seen in the Scottish winter, but 
there are now a few resident 
breeders in the country – still a 
long way to go to reach the peak 
winter numbers though, with 
over half a million coming to the 
UK from October onwards. By 
now the numbers have usually 
peaked, with a gradual decrease 
until very few are left into late 
spring. 
Best places to see them are often 
with other thrushes in fields or in 
any trees with berries remaining, 
highlighting the importance of 
species like rowan and hawthorn, 
which can still provide a food 
source late in a cold winter.  
 

NO FISHING 

There is no fishing, no 

swimming, and no boating 

allowed. Please report incidents 

to ourselves and Police Scotland 

101.  

 
Wildlife Records  

Please remember to note down 

the wildlife you see and contact 

us via the details given below or 

on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

are also be happy to take details 

of any wildlife sightings you have 

from B&G, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the recording form by searching 

for them online.  

 
Feeding the Ducks  

You can bring seeds, oats, or 

peas and corn (defrosted if 

frozen) if you wish. DO NOT bring 

bread, as it pollutes the water 

and is bad for the birds’ health. 

Thank you.  

 
Accessing the Hides  

Please be aware that the hides 

are temporarily closed  
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