
Remember these key points when 
camping in the Fife Countryside 
 

• Be Considerate: Avoid causing problems for land 
managers and operators. Do not camp in dedicated sports 
fields, enclosed fields of crops or farm animals. 

• Lighting Fires: Never cut down wooden fences or damage 
trees. Use a stove if possible. If you must have an open fire, 
keep it small and under control and remove all traces  
before leaving. 

• Safe Toileting: If public toilets aren’t available, carry a 
trowel and bury your faeces and do so well away from open 
water, rivers and streams. For more detailed guidance, check 
out our other leaflet on ‘Where to go in the Countryside’. 

• Litter: Take away all your rubbish and consider picking up 
other litter as well. Disposing of your waste in a general 
waste bin is fine but consider recycling when possible. 

• Avoid overcrowding: Keep groups small, quiet and well 
away from carparks, buildings, roads or historic structures. 
It’s not acceptable to have a municipal style campsite. 

• Stay Safe: Never use a fuel-burning appliance to 
heat or cook in your tent and always assess the risk 
prior to pitching your tent. 
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Your Questions Answered 
  

Q: Can I wild camp with my motorhome? 

A: Wild camping with motorhomes is not permitted. 

Q: Can I camp on the beach? 

A: You can camp on the beach but beware of the tide. 

Q: Can I camp next to a car park? 

A: No, it is dangerous and is not in the spirit of the access code. 

Q: Can I camp at a picnic site? 

A: No, as this is a recreational site and would affect others. 

Q: Do FCCT recommend locations for wild camping? 

A: We would ask you to explore yourself and assess the suitability.

Useful Contacts 
Fife Council 03451 550000 

Police Scotland 101 
Emergency Services 999 
Traveline 0871 2002233
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Wild Camping  in Fife
How to camp responsibly  

and follow the  
Scottish Outdoor Access Code
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The call of nature 
 
Human sanitation in the outdoors is as essential as any other 
outdoor skill. If public toilets aren’t available, remember that: 

• Any toileting should be done at least 30m away from any 
waterbody and well away from any buildings. 

• If you need to defecate, dig a hole approximately 15-20cm 
deep and bury faeces. Replace the turf and wash your 
hands with an alcohol-based sanitiser. 

• Our leaflet on “Where to ‘go’ in the Countryside” provides 
more detailed guidance. 

How to follow the code
Lighting fires 
 
Before lighting a fire, ask yourself if it is necessary and 
consider the environmental impact. If you do have a fire, 
follow these steps: 

• Bring fuel – dead wood is important for wildlife and 
cutting down trees is not permitted.  

• Keep it small – just big enough for boiling water or cooking. 

• Keep it under control – always supervise the fire. DO 
NOT light fires on peaty soils, near dense vegetation, 
under trees, or in hot, dry weather. 

• Extinguish it – douse the embers with water, remember 
that an open fire can stay hot for days.  

• Tidy up – once cold, remove any stones and half-burned 
logs, and cover the spot with damp leaves.  

A stove is a great alternative for cooking, they are fast, 
efficient, easy to carry, and safer than open fires. 

Keep it clean 
 
Please be aware that leaving litter is an offence and can be 
dangerous or harmful to wildlife as well the environment. 
Anyone caught leaving litter can be fined £80. Take away all 
your rubbish and consider picking up other litter as well. 
Disposing of your waste in a general waste bin is fine but 
please consider recycling when possible. 
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Be considerate of others 
 

• Remember that you are sharing the countryside with others, 
including your fellow camper, landowners, other countryside 
users and the wildlife that thrives in Fife’s wild spaces.  

• Everyone deserves to enjoy their time spent in nature, so 
being considerate of others is essential. Fife has so much to 
offer in terms of outdoor experiences, so it is up to all of us 
to protect it and use it 
responsibly. Wild Camping in Fife 

 
Scotland’s access legislation means that everyone can go 
camping wherever access rights apply, if it’s done responsibly. 
There are a few reasonable exceptions to where you can camp - 
you should avoid camping in enclosed fields of crops or farm 
animals, golf courses, municipal sports pitches or near buildings. 

Access rights depend on responsible behaviour, and it’s vital 
that people think about the effects of their actions on others 
and on the environment.  

Access rights are not an excuse to justify behaviour that may 
be an offence under other legislation. For example, it’s worth 
noting in Fife many locations have byelaws in place preventing 
the public consumption of alcohol.  

The Scottish Outdoor Access Code provides detailed guidance 
on the responsibilities of those exercising access rights 
including advice about lighting fires, toilet waste and litter.  

So, whether you’re planning to spend a night up in the hills or 
out on the coast, follow these steps to ensure the best 
experience for yourself and others. 

Essential kit for wild camping.

An example of unacceptable camping behaviour.

A leave no trace campsite. It should be very 
difficult to tell that you were ever there! 
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