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Welcome to the Birnie and 

Gaddon Lochs LNR Newsletter  

The LNR seems to have come 
out, relatively, unscathed after 
the strong winds of late. No 
major tree damage is a good 
thing for numerous reasons, but 
as we enter the bird breeding 
season, the less tree work that 
needs doing the better to avoid 
disturbing any early nesting 
attempts. The last month has 
also seen a good number of buff-
tailed bumblebees feeding on the 
willow catkins. These queens are 
the earliest to emerge, and 
willow provides a great early 
food source. 

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 

Counts 15/02/2021 

Birnie Loch (8:29)  

28 x tufted duck, 10 x greylag 
goose, 9 x black-headed gull, 8 x 
goldeneye, 4 x mallard, 3 x 
moorhen, 2 x mute swan, 1 x 
greylag x barnacle goose, 1 x 
common gull, 1 x herring gull, 1 x 
coot 
 
Gaddon Loch (8:50)  

24 x tufted duck, 15 x mallard, 13 

x wigeon, 13 x greylag goose, 9 x 

goldeneye, 6 x common gull, 6 x 

coot, 3 x black-headed gull, 2 x 

mute swan, 2 x oystercatcher, 2 x 

herring gull, 1 x moorhen 

 

Bird of the Month  

Yellowhammer (Emberiza 

citrinella)  

 
 

This, male, yellowhammer was 

seen singing, proudly, from the 

rough edges of the meadow at 

Gaddon – “little-bit-of-bread-

and-no-cheeeeeze” describes the 

memorable song. Their calls 

being a much less distinctive and 

shorter “zee”, or “tsit” when 

disturbed. 

Open, mixed scrub and grassland 

habitat is perfect for a 

yellowhammer, offering enough 

bushes and thickets to nest in 

and stay hidden, but also 

providing plenty of food in the 

form of seeds.  

The female is streaky, and dull 

olive and red-brown with only 

hints of the male’s citrine colours 

- ‘citrinella’ in the name 

indicating the, more obvious, 

bright, yellow-green head 

markings of the males.  

NO FISHING 

There is no fishing, no 

swimming, and no boating 

allowed. Please report incidents 

to us and Police Scotland 101.  

 
Wildlife Records  

Please remember to note down 

the wildlife you see and contact 

us via the details given below or 

on 

ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk. 

The Fife Nature Records Centre 

are also be happy to take details 

of any wildlife sightings you have 

from B&G, contact them at 

nature.info@fife.gov.uk, or use 

the recording form by searching 

for them online.  

 
Feeding the Ducks  

You can bring seeds, oats, or 

peas and corn (defrosted if 

frozen) if you wish. DO NOT bring 

bread, as it pollutes the water 

and is bad for the birds’ health. 

Thank you.  

 
Accessing the Hides  

Please be aware that the hides 

are temporarily closed  
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