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June 2021 

Bird News: May 

Welcome to June on the reserve and 

its in full summer mode today. May 

has been a real mixed bag with 

sunny days and cold winds. It also 

seemed to be pretty wet however this 

isn’t the case everywhere with ground 

conditions in areas being quite dry. 

Localised showers have been the 

order of the day. The breeding 

season is in full swing and the 

reserve is alive with bird song and 

display. 

Here are May’s highlights; 

Herons: The last visit of the season 

and a bit disappointing with only 4 

nests apparently occupied. This is 

down on last year and continues a 

sad decline in the Heron breeding 

numbers. 

River Eden: A female Goosander 

with 6 juveniles sighted on 17th and 

again on the Ceres Burn on 20th. 

Good news. 

Estuary Wide: A remarkably quiet 

count on 25th with only 91 Eider, 36 

Shelduck, there are more however 

must have been hiding away that 

day, 14 Mute Swan and a nice 3 

Fulmar. A species nesting locally but 

rarely seen in the estuary. 

Wader wise was even more 

remarkable with only 55 Curlew, 143 

Oystercatcher and 12 Redshank. 

Very few waders around late May. 

Outhead: The sheep pens are doing 

well with Skylark and Meadow Pipit. 

Sedge Warbler, Willow Warbler and 

Whitethroat have joined the breeding 

fraternity here. A Ringed Plover aid 

her eggs on the beach and were 

away by 31st. Alas the Sandmartin 

have not nested along the sand cliffs 

as they had appeared quite active no 

real burrow activity on 30th.  

St Andrews Bay: Out on 23rd were 

92 Eider, 100 Common Scoter, 2 RB 

Merganser and 4 Razorbill. Sandwich 

Tern have bene noted in very small 

numbers late May. 

White tailed Eagle: No noted 

records this month and word from the 

nest site is the female was on 

territory however the male has not 

been overly attentive, and no 

breeding has taken place. Sad 

however some hope lies in her 

willingness to stay around. 

Eden Centre: Few records from here 

with 149 Shelduck, 2 Goosander, 3 

Heron and a lone Osprey on 31st. Up 

by the hide were a healthy mix of 

Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and 

Blackcap in full song. 

Bird of the Month 

 

Ringed Plover 

This month is more of a tale than a 

featured bird. Ringed Plover last 

nested on West Sands in 2014. The 

level of use and disturbance as well 

as natural erosion and deposition 

cycles have had some influence. On 

28th May a nest was located with a 

pair attending to it. Eggs were noted 

and a rope cordon was placed. On 

31st the nest was checked and there 

were no eggs present, no birds were 

anywhere to be found and no prints 

or evidence of disturbance or 

predation were noted, however sand 

can cover tracks quickly. So 

unfortunately, we could not determine 

whether they fledged or suffered a 

less helpful fate.  

Eden Centre  

• Closed 

The Centre is closed, this is due to 

issues with maintaining Covid related 

safety and cleaning. The Centre does 

have a small open sided wooden hide 

outside. 

Reserve News 

• Coastal Volunteer Group 

Keep an eye on our social 

media for upcoming events. 

• Saltmarsh Plantings: 

Please be aware new 

plantings have been carried 

out along some of the 

reserve’s shoreline this 

month, please do not 

trample on small saltmarsh 

plants. This is vital 

restoration work, thanks. 

• Breeding Birds: Please be 

aware of ground nesters, 

keep an eye out where you 

tread. There are also a lot of 

fledglings around. 

• Reserve Walks: there are 

some nice short walks 

around the reserve leading 

from the Eden Centre.  

Seggie Walk: Starting at the 

large car park opposite the 

main office entrance to the 

Eden Campus, follow the 

track up into a field and 

along the edge to the farm. 

Look out for farm machinery 

and pop out onto the main 

road, take a left back down 

past the chip shop and left 

along the main street back 

to the start. A gentle lunch 

time stroll of about 45mins. 


