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July 2022 

Bird News: June 

Here are June’s highlights: 

Wildfowl: Young of multiple species 

are thankfully still being reported 

across the reserve. Shelduck 

numbers dropped from last month with 

a peak count of 53 on the 1st and a 

peak count of 22 young were seen on 

the 7th. Eider in their creches had a 

peak count of 58 young on the 9th and 

a peak of 90 adults on the 23rd. 

Goosander counts had a peak of 48 

on the 23rd and a female with 5 young 

was reported again on the 2nd.  

The 2 “resident” Pink-footed Geese 

were spotted regularly throughout the 

month and were joined by 7 Greylag 

Geese on the 9th. Counts of Teal were 

at a peak of 34 on the 24th, similar to 

last month, with Wigeon again 

reducing from last month, with 3 males 

spotted on the 10th. Two male Tufted 

Duck were reported on the 18th and 

the 23rd and 4 Shoveler were seen on 

the 16th with a peak of 9 on the 24th.  

Red-breasted Merganser numbers 

had a wee boost from last month with 

a peak of 34 on the 30th. Mute Swan 

numbers were lower than last month 

with a peak of 11 on the 26th. There 

was also a report of a lone Canada 

Goose on the 7th at Coble Shore. 

Waders: Oystercatcher counts were 

similar to last month with a peak of 525 

on the 30th. Curlew numbers have 

begun to build throughout the month, 

with 40 on the 8th rising to 564 on the 

30th at Coble Shore. Two Whimbrel 

were reported, again at Coble Shore. 

Redshank counts have remained low 

with a peak of 15 on the 28th. 

Greenshank were reported again with 

2 spotted on the 16th and 1 seen on 

the 30th at Coble Shore.  Bar-tailed 

Godwit numbers dropped from last 

month with a peak of 9 on the 8th. 

Black-tailed Godwit counts were even 

less, with a peak of 4 on the 25th. 

Lapwing numbers have started to 

build again, with 8 on the 10th and a 

peak of 67 on the 30th. Nine Ringed 

Plover were reported at Coble Shore 

on the 14th. A lone Common 

Sandpiper was reported on the 24th 

and 10th and 5 Dunlin were reported 

on the 14th.  

Other notables: 10 Sandwich Terns 

followed the incoming tide on the 14th 

and were seen feeding from the Eden 

Centre. A peak of 23 Cormorants were 

reported flying up river in the evening 

to roost, but were seen in lower 

numbers throughout the month. Little 

Egret were frequently seen with a 

peak of 5 reported on the 30th.  

 

A large flock of roughly 85 Swifts was 

reported on the 30th flocking above the 

estuary in an impressive display. Four 

Sand Martins were spotted on the 

10th, over 20 House Martins were 

reported on the 14th and Swallows 

have been seen regularly all month.  

 

A peak of 22 Long-tailed Tits was 

reported on the 30th which included 

two broods of 10 and 8. Seven Great 

Tits were seen on the 14th including 4 

juveniles. Blue Tits had a peak of 5 on 

the 12th and 2 Coal Tits were seen on 

the 23rd. 

 

Warblers were still widely seen 

throughout the month with Willow, 

Sedge, Chiffchaff, Blackcap and 

Whitethroat reported. A Greenfinch 

pair with 2 young was reported on the 

12th and fledglings of Linnet and Wren 

have also been noted. 

Birds of Prey: Osprey sightings 

remained frequent with a pair seen 

flying together on the 2nd. Two 

sightings of Sparrowhawk were 

reported in the 13th and 26th. Buzzard 

sightings were reported occasionally 

with two seen on the 27th. An exciting 

chance occurrence of a Red Kite flying 

over the estuary was had on the 

morning of the 10th. This individual 

was tracked by dedicated folks as it 

moved from Southeast of St. Andrews 

northwards, over Strathkinness, the 

estuary, then on towards the Tay 

Road Bridge.  

Bird of the Month 

(Michael Baker) 

Knot: A few of these wee waders 

have started to return to the estuary 

and luckily for us, are still showing 

their stunning summer plumage. 

Michael managed to spot this 

particular individual which is satellite 

tagged! (Long antennae from the tail). 

In a good few months they will become 

a bit more numerous and 

monochrome, the flocks creating a 

dazzling display of shoreline 

murmurations in the winter.  

Reserve News 

Avian Flu 

With the ongoing issue of widespread 

cases of avian flu, keep yourselves 

safe by avoiding physical contact and 

reporting any strandings or dead birds 

to Defra by phoning: 03459 33 55 77. 

Eden Centre 

Contact 07985 707593 for the 

keycode, which changed in November 

2021. The George Evans Hide 

remains the same code as before. 

 


