
Tackling climate change is a global challenge that might 
seem far removed from the average Scottish high street. 
However, this is far from the truth. It is already having a big 
impact and will shape these historic centres in significant 
ways over the next few years. 

Government policy and public concerns relating to climate 
change present challenges – and opportunities – in two 
main areas: firstly, the energy performance of the buildings 
and secondly, transport.
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 Climate change is 
coming to a town centre near you. 
Graham + Sibbald’s Director of 
Building Surveying, Daniel Little 
looks at the impact it will have.

Climate

Climate change - a global 
and local challenge



The challenge of a greener high street
When it comes to buildings, you only 
need to walk up the average Scottish 
high street to see where the main issues 
lie – the majority of the properties are 
old, have inefficient fossil fuel heating 
systems and lack modern insulation and 
energy efficient glazing.

My team provides Energy Performance 
Certificate (EPC) services to businesses 
across Scotland. We also develop 
Section 63 energy action plans. We 
therefore have first-hand experience 
of the challenges ahead: how do you 
upgrade town-centre building stock 
to meet modern energy performance 
standards? How do you install modern 
energy solutions, such as air-source 
heat pumps and solar, without changing 
the character of listed buildings? 
Solutions are available, but they come 
with significant costs and planning 
challenges.

The move to electric
When it comes to transport, everything 
is moving in the direction of electric 
vehicles and enhancing cycling and 
public transport. One key milestone is 
the phasing out of all fossil fuel car sales 
by 2030. The challenges here include 
the provision of electric buses, charging 
points in and around town centres, 
and making public transport better. 
Innovation and investment will therefore 
be key and a number of towns and 
cities are already leading the way. For 
example, in Aberdeen the Council has 
one of the largest and most varied fleets 
of hydrogen vehicles in Europe, including 
the world’s first fleet of fuel cell double 
decker buses. 

The impact of the pandemic presents 
a number of immediate concerns in 
both the property and the transport 
arenas: The future for energy efficiency 
grants and incentives for property is in 
question following Covid-19, while the 
lockdown has made people reluctant 
to get back onto buses. In many ways 
the Coronavirus has set back progress 
in these areas and it is unclear how 
quickly things will recover. In general, 
town centre communities, businesses 

and local authorities, will have to ask 
themselves whether they can justify 
investing in going ‘carbon neutral’ when 
they are only just covering the bills after 
the pandemic.

How Graham + Sibbald can help
To help move things forward, at 
Graham + Sibbald we are developing 
the expertise of our Energy Team and 
bringing in exciting new innovations. 
These include the use of drones and 
thermal imaging technology to speed 
up the assessment of the energy 
performance of buildings.

We already work with many individuals 
and firms, including both public and 
private sector clients, advising them 
on how to make their portfolios carbon 
neutral.

To help businesses improve, we now 
take a holistic approach and work 
on a comprehensive range of carbon 
footprint issues – from a building’s 
envelope, its heating systems and 
controls through to recycling and issues 
around encapsulated energy. We also 
advise on planning linked to energy 
projects such as wind and solar farms.

“Climate change 
is already having 
a big impact 
and will shape 
Scotland’s 
historic centres in 
significant ways 
over the next few 
years .”
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For more details of how G+S can help your 

business, contact Daniel Little:

daniel .l ittle@g-s.co.uk

07919 308 463


