
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Interview with exhibiting artist: 
Sarah Ogilvie 
 

JBA:  In your John Byrne Award entry, you explored the question ‘How would society be explored in a 
modern day still life?’ Why did you choose to focus on this topic? 

Sarah: I really love looking at historical works for example Dutch still life as I love the meaning behind the 
objects that they chose as they must have been important to the artist or to the time period in order 
for them to paint them. They just capture the concerns of the people as well as the materiality and 
advances of the time. I wanted to compare these objects to society today- what are our concerns in 
modern life and how can I turn them into objects. My favourite artist is Caravaggio as I love his eerie 
paintings and how he can turn a scene into something very sinister- which is something that I have 
tried to recreate in my work to really emphasise the fear and worry of todays society. 

JBA:  How does it feel to have your work exhibited at Edinburgh Napier University? 

Sarah: I’m thrilled! This is the first time I’ve been asked to exhibit my work! 

JBA:  Where do you get your creative inspiration? 

Sarah: I think mostly from my parents, they’re so supportive of my art and get equally as excited about my 
pieces as I do. My dad is an artist too and seeing him work and being able to talk to him and seeing 
how hard both my parents work has really inspired me to work hard. Being in the studio with my 
peers and surrounded by work and having such fantastic tutors is great. 

JBA:  What do you value most in life? 

Sarah: Family and friends. 

JBA:  Describe yourself and your creative work in one sentence. 

Sarah: Taking the ordinary and making you see it in a different way. 

JBA:  What do you think of The John Byrne Award?  

Sarah: I think that it is a wonderful way for young artists to show their work and to see other people’s work 
of a similar age. It has given me so much confidence in my work as well as allowing people to see my 
work who haven’t seen my work before.   


