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ARE GENERATIONAL VIEWS OF SCOTTISH HISTORY - PAST, 

PRESENT AND FUTURE – SUBJECTIVE AND AFFECTED BY CLASS? 
 
Political theorists and historians have argued that under capitalism, age, 

gender, race and nationality, are structured economically, socially and 
politically along the lines of elitist and aristocratic interests and therefore 

each group is affected by class. Consequently, it could be argued that if 
Scotland still governed by an ancient system of feudal law, attempts to 

institute any meaningful autonomy and democracy, it is circumvented 
politically to retain the elitist status quo by the ruling aristocracy. A key 

method, historians suggest, used to oppress class, is propaganda where 
an oligarchical press works ceaselessly hard to distribute views primarily 

designed to instill uncertainty and fear. 
 

Under international law, the right of a people to self-determination, to 
freely choose their sovereignty and international political status with no 

interference is a central tenet and cardinal principle. International law 

also states; ‘a nation of people has the right to fair equality of 
opportunity’. Under the United Nations Charter on Human Rights 

everyone has the right to free healthcare, clean air and water, shelter, an 
unique cultural identity and children have extra core rights including the 

right to play and to receive an education. Can Scotland ever break free 
from oppressive, class narratives to assert its political, legal and human 

rights to equality and fairness in alignment with the principles of 
international law and the UN Charter? 
 
I took this photograph of my daughter playing in the grounds of 

Dunnottar Castle, Aberdeenshire in the autumn a few years ago. The 

Castle, just one of several thousand historic castles in Scotland has been 

involved in numerous political and religious conflicts over the years 

dating back to the 5th Century and currently attracts over 100,000 

tourists annually. 

Using the theme of ‘generational views’ in the title, I’ve framed the 

photograph, a child at play next to adults, to evoke different generational 

and class perspectives on Scotland’s class-based historicity. As my 

daughter plays, photographed mid cartwheel, her line of vision is angled 

180 degrees south, diametrically opposed, to the adult couple ’s view in 

the background. The contrast between a couple’s perspective, as they 

stand passively and gaze wistfully into the horizon, whilst disparately in 

the foreground, my daughter plays energetically and lives in the moment 

- atop an historical site - creates a visual metaphor of different 

generational views, understanding and reactions to history and elitist 

rule. The photograph elicits an optic sense of the past and present in the 

foreground juxtaposed next to an unknown adult future which awaits on 

the horizon.  

Fear based views of past, present and future differ between child and 

adult as highlighted in the picture by a child’s confident ability to live in 

the moment unaware of time, history, class or political narrative. Both 

adult and child are oppressed in Scotland but to what extent do each 

group experience it in the past, present and future? 
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As she plays my daughter’s legs are pointed straight in the air like the 

dial on the clock of time and history set nearly at 12: they could point to 

either just before the beginning or end of time indicating a turning point 

for Scotland. Her legs frozen in the photograph in an unknown time frame 

before they rotate clockwise, create suspense and pose the question, 

could the momentum created in a younger generations view, sense of 

adventure and boldness create a new energy to turn the wheel of creation 

and time fortuitously and bend to a younger generations will:- assert 

children’s rights including a child’s right to play? Can Scotland as a nation 

have a fresh, new political vision; move forward positively, ambitiously 

and confidently, reject the status quo and free itself from the rule and 

shackle of English royalty and the ruling aristocracy? 

Can we restore rights, democracy and socialist principles to the land of 

Scotland or conversely, apposite to a child’s right to freedom, are the 

electorate’s hands and feet chained to the royal prerogative and land 

systems based on ancient feudal law? Whilst children can play in Scotland 

there is increasing child poverty which affects their wellbeing from a 

young age: they can’t vote, their lives and future freedoms depend on 

the ‘views’ of adults to protect their futures. 

After the general election in December 2019, this is a critical time to 

define ownership of Scotland’s democracy, land, antiquities and resources  

and take control of its vision and outline the future direction. Scotland 

still lives under the shadow and legacy of class oppression and elitist, 

undemocratic, Westminster rule. For example, two years after Margaret 

Thatcher became Prime Minister, Scotland lost one fifth of its workforce 

as she swept like a wrecking ball through the mines, the steel and textile 

industries, the car factories, shipbuilding and engineering and oversaw 

the demise of the communities which had built their livelihoods around 

them.  

Like Thatcher, Johnson is emerging as an uncompromising Tory 

demagogue who stamps autocratically, tantrum-like on the economic, 

social, ideological and physical landscape of Scotland without a second 

thought for its people’s wishes, security and interests. Can we take a 

photograph of a Scottish castle and interpret historicity using a more 

objective Scottish perspective and draw generations closer to unite in 

shared democratic ambition and political vision?  

Recent studies show that since the Conservatives have been in power 

child homelessness has increased by over 173% and 1 in 3 children are 

now living in poverty and their parents are increasingly reliant on 

foodbanks. Furthermore, the Conservative Party’s voting record is rarely 

ever in favour of securing jobs for unemployed young people and the 

Scottish government may no longer be able to provide free university 

tuition fees to young people.  Westminster has increasingly cut the block 

grant to Scotland and consequently the amount of money the Scottish 

government has at its’ disposal is significantly lower and it’s under 

increasing strain to deliver services and implement its greener strategic 
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vision. Income received from Westminster involves increasingly 

complicated calculations reliant upon local government’s ability to raise 

private tax revenue which unfairly profits financial centres and highly 

populated metropolises such as London. Unlike Norway Scotland wasn’t 

given the opportunity to create its own Sovereign Wealth fund from its oil 

revenues as oil is piped to England and counted as UK revenue by the 

Treasury. Furthermore although the Liberal Democrat and Conservative 

coalition allowed the setting up of a Green Investment Bank in Edinburgh 

it wasn’t allowed by the UK government to borrow money to enable it to 

be a success and was quickly stopped in its tracks by Conservative policy 

limiting the Scottish Governments ability to set its own national priorities 

and pursue alternative avenues of investment. In contrast to fear-based 

propaganda about Scotland being a ‘subsidy junkie’, in 2015 alone for 

example, the partial asset value of Scottish natural capital alone was 

estimated to be £273 billion, 34% of the UK as a whole.  

The Conservatives have lost 17 consecutive Westminster elections 

stretching back to 1959 and were overwhelmingly rejected at the ballot 

box in December 2019, yet Scotland is still governed by Conservative 

policies at odds with the electorate’s wishes, economic and social 

interests.  In further testament to a potent ever decreasing democracy 

and the unfair, incongruent political representation, Boris Johnson has 

recently intimated that he wants to change the Fixed Parliament Act, 

which could enable the Conservatives to stay in office for another 10 

years.   

Against international law Boris Johnson has stated that he will not allow a 

second Scottish Independence Referendum where the media and political 

proviso to the referendum included assurances to remain in the EU. This 

belligerence evidently motivated by class interests added to class warfare 

propaganda and misinformation disseminated by a billionaire backed 

media creates a permanent threat to democracy and social justice.  

74% of seats were won by pro EU or pro EU referendum parties  which 

also attests to the fact that Scotland wants to remain in the EU.  Boris 

Johnson, pays lip service to burning Amazonian and Australian bushes 

whilst he peers at deals for hedge fund managers, pen ready for a hard 

Brexit to take Scotland out of the EU which inarguably, will have an 

adverse effect on Scotland’s democracy, political , social, environmental 

and economic interests.  In his first week he has already turned his back 

on his promises to meet climate targets, reunite refugees with their 

parents and protect the NHS from privatization.  If Scotland is forced out 

of the EU against its will, the Conservative Party could also further 

withdraw state subsidies on renewables and withdraw the UK from the 

ECHR (European Convention on Human Rights): the significant weakening 

of children’s, human, worker’s and environmental rights, education, the 

economy, trade and energy protections implicit in this move.  

Is it now time for renewed courage, to use the energy and enthusiasm of 

children and young people, added to the democratic momentum and 
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electoral mandate created by the Scottish National Party’s majority win, 

where the Conservative Party were once again heavily defeated, to turn 

the wheel of Scotland’s fortune positively, in alignment to its interests, 

wishes, will and freedom? 

Can Scotland’s older generations see beauty in new horizons; cartwheel 

joyfully alongside children to realize a golden view for younger 

generations safe under the sanctuary of the UN and create a new bright 

picture for Scotland? Or will they stand broken, like a rusty dial on a 

clock, immobilized in time by fear of the unknown, resigned to an 

oppressed fate, able to see only a dark view from the dungeons beneath 

Scotland’s own magnificent fortresses, often still owned by English 

aristocracy? 

Can Scotland ever be bold enough to see views of the future from a 

child’s unfettered, confident, ambitious perspective and gain 

independence once and for all? 

Currently the earth’s biocapacity, democracy and peace are at a critical 

tipping point. The Doomsday Clock produced by the Science and Security 

Board Bulleting of the Atomic Scientists is still at 2 minutes to midnight. 

This time represents, ‘a new abnormal’ indicative of impending disasters 

linked to climate change, wars and over exploitation of natural resources. 

The focus of Conservative governments and their masters, corporate 

banks, has continued to be on crude measure of economic growth instead 

of targets linked to re-use, clean energy and human and environmental 

wellbeing. Democracy has a direct correlation to press freedom, in 2019, 

the independent RSF Index ranked the UK at 33 rd place in the world for 

press freedom, below for example Ghana and Lithuania. Should the 

Scottish electorate ever be bold enough to open their eyes to a new view, 

aware and cognizant of oppressive class narratives, and embrace 

Independence then Scotland like governments in Norway, Iceland and 

New Zealand, then it could be a pivotal cog on the wheel to bring about 

social and environmental change. A new Scottish model could act as a 

lever to implement universal principles of global justice and human rights 

as a basis for democracy and wellbeing alongside wealth creation. 

 

 

Inspired by feminist humanitarians, political commentators and leaders 

such as Lindsey German, Naomi Wolf, Jacinda Ardern, Nicola Sturgeon, 

Greta Thunberg, Arundhati Roy and Maya Angelou, this competition entry 

is dedicated to my daughters Holly and Neesha, and to their generation’s 

futures and also to the democratic representation of the Scottish people’s 

views and interests. 


