College?
University?
Why not both?

What’s Inside?
02
03
04
07
08

What is Degree Link?
Why Degree Link?
Associate Student Scheme / DegreePrep Programme
About North East Scotland College
About Robert Gordon University

10
14
20
24
28
34
38
42
46
51
52

Art & Design
Business & Management
Care
Computing & Information Technology
Engineering
Music, Drama & Creative Media
Science
Social Sciences
Sport & Fitness
How to Apply / Funding your Studies
Course Progression Routes

01

What is Degree Link?
Degree Link is the unique partnership between North East Scotland College (NESCol) and Robert
Gordon University (RGU), allowing students to gain advanced entry to a degree at RGU after completing
a relevant HNC/D at NESCol.
Traditionally, Degree Link is offered on a 2 + 2 basis – two years at College followed by two years of
University. Students may also wish to take a 1 + 1 + 2 route into a degree – starting at College on an
HNC course, then advancing into the second year of a related HND before progressing directly into
third year at RGU. There are also 1 + 3 routes available for certain courses, where an HNC leads into
the second year of a degree at RGU.
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Why Degree Link?
There are several reasons to take the Degree Link route to your qualifications.
North East Scotland College can be a great stepping stone for those who don’t feel ready for
university when they leave school. RGU courses have a professional and academic focus and require a
lot of self-study. It can be a big step for some school leavers.
With smaller class sizes, students at NESCol have more one-on-one time with lecturers, and
therefore more support with their studies. College students are assessed continuously, which
means they will complete assessments throughout the year for various modules. These assessments
– whether they are exams or coursework – contribute to the final pass of a course, and also help
students prepare for their final graded unit or exam.
The vocational courses at College offer students the opportunity to learn practically and in worklike environments, alongside their academic study. This means that your learning will be focused on
how to use your qualification in the world of work.
Progressing from College to RGU will mean students have had more time to prepare for the next step
towards the more academic focus and independent study elements of university.
North East Scotland College offers entry points for people with a wide variety of qualifications
– including those with no formal qualifications at all. Students who enter study at an Introductory level
can work their way up to an HN qualification, where they could have the option to progress to RGU
through Degree Link.

In other words, Degree Link is opening doors to those who might not have
considered studying at university before.
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Associate Student Scheme
The Associate Student Scheme is free to all NESCol HN students who are planning to progress to
RGU through the Degree Link programme and are on a recognised Degree Link course (full list at back
of booklet).
As an Associate Student you will receive an RGU Associate Student card, which means you can
access University facilities and resources whilst you are still at College – including the Library
and all our online resources via Moodle (RGU’s virtual learning environment). Associate
Students can also enjoy student rates at RGU:Sport and are welcome to join RGU student
societies and groups.

DegreePrep Programme
Once students have received an offer from RGU, they may be invited to attend a DegreePrep
Programme prior to embarking on their new course. These programmes, designed in conjunction with
course leaders, prepare students for study at university level with valuable course information and
guidance in approaching assessments. DegreePrep provides an opportunity for students to explore
their new campus and meet other new students, and receive the support they need to feel
comfortable with a new learning environment.
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I found that the writing skills and
referencing components of DegreePrep were
really helpful as the standard of writing at
university in third year is of a much higher
standard to college. Lectures and group
discussions were the main teaching methods
used for the two components, and this allowed
each individual to give their point of view and
try different writing skills in practice
to see how they got on.
Stephen Boddie,
HND Coaching & Developing Sport
BSc (Hons) Applied Sport & Exercise Science
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North East Scotland College is one of Scotland’s largest colleges, and is the biggest provider of
vocational education training in the North East of Scotland. Across our Aberdeen-based campuses and
our campus in Fraserburgh, as well as several learning centres across Aberdeenshire, NESCol provides
high quality full-time and part-time education in a supportive learning environment.
NESCol students are offered the opportunity to learn using state-of-the-art facilities and industry
standard equipment across subject areas. Alongside teaching facilities, students have access to
libraries, IT Centres, refectories, sports suites, employment/volunteering fairs and so much more.
Help & Support
When you are studying at NESCol you will have a designated guidance tutor who will act as your
key point of contact for all matters relating to your course, progress and attendance, as well as any
personal matters you may want to discuss. Our guidance tutors work closely with lecturing teams and
will support you with various issues that may affect your learning whilst at College.
•
•
•
•

Additional learning support
Study and core skills development
Support needs assistance
Alternative assessment arrangements

For more information, visit our website: www.nescol.ac.uk
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In 2013, Robert Gordon University moved all teaching to the Garthdee Campus, creating a space that
is both impressive and inspiring to its staff and students.
We focus on preparing students for the world of work through a proven combination of professional
placements, academic and research excellence, and state-of-the-art facilities. Our employment record
speaks for itself, reflecting innovative, ‘real life’ courses designed together with industry partners and
we are proud of our Graduate Employment Rate record which has been over 96.5% for five consecutive
years.
Throughout the year there are a variety of opportunities for prospective students to visit Robert Gordon
University, meet staff and view the facilities first hand. From individual visits at one of our Visit
Afternoons, to Open Days and Open Evenings, we will be happy to meet you and introduce you to the
first-class facilities that we have to offer.
For more information visit our website: www.rgu.ac.uk
*Robert Gordon University was named Best UK University for Graduate Level Employment,
Higher Education Statistics Agency, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016.
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Art & Design
The Art & Design department at North East Scotland
College encompasses a variety of creative media,
including art, photography and textiles.
Each year, 2nd year HND students in each of the Art
& Design disciplines have the chance to exhibit their
work at NESCol’s End of Year Show. This event is
open to members of the public and is also attended
by industry professionals. One student from each
area is also awarded an industry sponsored prize
every year, making it an excellent opportunity for
students to showcase their work.
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Gray’s School of Art is one of Scotland’s four art
schools and is an integral part of Robert Gordon
University (RGU) in Aberdeen. The School has a
vibrant mix of around a thousand students attending
both full-time and part-time programmes including
undergraduate, postgraduate, doctoral, and evening
courses.
The School portfolio covers a wide range of
specialist subjects found within the breadth of
Design and Fine Art disciplines.

Sarah
Young
Age: 24
Secondary School: Milne’s High School
College Course: HND Photography
RGU Course: BA Commercial Photography
Current Role: Business Owner, Fearnlea Photography

Sarah’s enthusiasm for art started while in
secondary school, but after getting access to
a dark room, she realised photography was
her passion and that she wanted to make it
her career.
After completing her degree, she has
now started her own business: Fearnlea
Photography.

For me it was a great
experience! Both institutions
were great and all staff were
really helpful!

A few
questions
with
Sarah Young
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I always knew I wanted to do a 2+2 as I always thought that having an HND would look better for an
employer when looking for work in third year.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
I think the best thing was the very creative environment that surrounded us. Everybody was so nice and the
atmosphere allowed you to bounce ideas from one another to end up with the best result.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
I really liked it there. I spent a lot of time in the Library, just working on different projects on the computers
for hours. Also, we had amazing lecturers. They were grounded, had lots of experience and were very
inspiring!
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
RGU has great facilities. I also loved the location and even though the Campus is very large,
I enjoyed walking from building to building. As a photographer, you notice and find inspiration in everything.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
I would. I actually already have recommended it to a few people interested in photography.
For me it was a great experience! Both institutions were great and all staff were really helpful.
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HND Photography

HND Art & Design

NESCol’s Aberdeen City Campus has state-of-the-art
photography facilities including three photo labs, a large
open-plan studio, digital mini-lab, mounting room and
darkroom, IT rooms with specialist software and digital
printing resources. Students will explore creative and
technical elements whilst working alongside those from
other disciplines and external clients, and lecturers
concentrate on the strengths of each student.

This course allows you to strengthen your knowledge and
understanding of fine art and design disciplines, refine your
practical skills in 2 and 3 dimensional work, and enhance
your understanding of relevant historical, contextual and
sociological issues in art and design. You will explore
life, observational and developmental drawing as well as
sculpture and printmaking, whilst developing your personal
portfolio.

This HND course progresses to:

This HND course progresses to:

BA Commercial Photography

BA (Hons) Contemporary Art
Practice

This course sees students undertake commercial studio
projects designed to expand on practical and technical
skills in studio and location-based projects linked to live
clients, industry and commerce. Critical and contextual
studies will support your understanding of photography
through historical, cultural and economic dimensions.

This course develops skills in technical, conceptual,
contextual, personal and professional areas. Studio/
workshop practice is complimented through modules
which embed interaction, dialogue and critical reflection
as key aptitudes in the production and consumption of
contemporary art.

HND Textiles
This course helps you acquire up-to-date fashion and
textile skills and knowledge to enhance your professional
prospects. You will develop strong original concepts based
on your study of design semantics, surface decoration for
textiles, professional design practice and observational
drawing.

This HND course progresses to:

BA (Hons) Fashion & Textile
Design
This course develops understanding of the creative, critical
and technical skills related to your chosen specialism.
You will communicate your individual signature within a
range of studio and workshop-based projects. The course
has well-established industry links, and many projects are
in partnership with industry or for niche markets, providing
a very real experience of the role of a designer.
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Business & Management
Within North East Scotland College’s Business &
Management department, you’ll find a range of
different subject areas. These include business,
administration, accountancy, law, tourism, events,
media & communication, and advertising & PR.
The focus across each and every course is to
prepare all students – from introductory to
advanced level – for future careers in their chosen
subject area.
Aberdeen Business School is one of the leading
providers of management and professional business
education in Scotland, offering practical and
innovative courses developed in close collaboration
with industry and the professions.
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Aberdeen Business School has an enviable rate of
graduate employment. One of the many reasons for
this is the professional and marketable experience
our students gain during the placement element of
their degree.
The impressive facilities in the Business School
include 21st century lecture theatres, IT labs, a
mock courtroom, a dedicated fashion management
workroom and brand new TV and radio studios.

Isla
Elliot
Age: 23
Secondary School: Banchory Academy
College Course: HND Events Management
RGU Course: BA (Hons) Events Management
Current Role: Freelance Events Manager

Isla’s passion for events management started
at a local youth group, where she helped
organise different community events. At 19,
whilst studying at College, Isla’s pro-bono
work was rewarded with a Saltire award
for volunteering, for having completed
500 hours of community work! Isla worked
part-time with Tesco for six years, acting
as a Community Champion, but has now
decided to take a leap of faith and focus
all of her efforts in becoming a successful
freelance event manager, where she works
on organising community events, helping
couples plan their weddings and project
managing in her local area.

One thing I can’t stress
enough is that lots of my
contacts and confidence
came from practical work
placements at NESCol and
RGU!

A few
questions
with
Isla Elliot
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I was interested in Events Management before leaving school and was planning to apply for the University
course. At that time, Degree Link was just a backup plan, but when I didn’t manage to get the grades, it
became my way of getting a degree.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
I got the best of both worlds! Time in College prepares you for the workplace and is more focused on
putting skills into practice, but by going to RGU as well, I got all the academic knowledge to back it up.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
There are so many people from different backgrounds and social standings in College that are studying a
variety of exciting courses. College felt like a small community. Throughout the course I often approached
students on other course to ask for their skills, advice and support.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
I am most appreciative of the opportunities I got there to expand my academic horizon.
Now I have even been asked to present an academic paper at a conference!
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
Definitely! Even now, as I am still working with youth groups in Banchory, I always encourage everybody to
consider the 2+2 route. I am so happy I chose Degree Link. It would be a shame if pupils would rule this
out. You are basically offered a 2 in 1 deal: practical and academic skills!
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HND Business
This course will assist you to strengthen your knowledge
of issues relating to business and gain a valuable
appreciation of the vast range of considerations which
relate to modern-day business practice, including
marketing, information technology applications, managing
people and organisations, communication and how to use
financial accounting software.

HND Administration
& Information Technology
The course focuses on topics which are critical to
operations within an office environment. These include
practical skills in advanced word processing and using
spreadsheets/databases, as well as interpersonal skills
such as management, communication and presenting
complex information.

The above course progresses to:
This above course progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Management
This course has been designed to enable you to operate
successfully in the increasingly complex and demanding
business environment. It will equip you with a thorough
knowledge and understanding of the nature and context
of business, the principal management functions and
skills required for effective management in different
organisations.

BA/BA (Hons) Management
with Human Resource
Management
This course explores the theoretical and practical aspects
of Human Resource Management, with an emphasis on
the vital contribution to business success made by the
people of an organisation.

The above HND course also progresses to:
The above HND course also progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Management
with Human Resource
Management
This course explores the theoretical and practical aspects
of Human Resource Management, with an emphasis on
the vital contribution to business success made by the
people of an organisation.

BA/BA (Hons) Management
This course has been designed to enable you to operate
successfully in the increasingly complex and demanding
business environment. It will equip you with a thorough
knowledge and understanding of the nature and context
of business, the principal management functions and
skills required for effective management in different
organisations.
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HND Accounting

HND Legal Services

This course will allow you to develop skills in recording
financial information, preparing final accounts, and cost
and management accounting. You will also study business
law, maths and people management. In your second year
you will focus on specialist skills in auditing, financial
reporting and analysis, income tax and management
accountancy.

This course will give you an excellent foundation of
knowledge of practices and procedures, different types
of law, and how the Scottish legal system works. You
will study the Scottish legal system and Scottish criminal
procedures, as well as executry, property and company
law. You will also focus on Sheriff Court procedures and
the role and influence of the European Union.

The above course progresses to:

The above course progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Accounting
& Finance

BA/BA (Hons) Law
& Management

This degree offers a dynamic combination of accounting,
finance and management subjects. The course has
been developed to ensure that, when you graduate, you
are a well rounded and effective accountant with strong
interpersonal skills. RGU has established close links with
professional accounting bodies and employers to ensure
the course is relevant for today’s accounting profession.
This course is rated by both the Complete University Guide
and the Times/Sunday Times as one of the top 20 courses
in the UK. Students also have the option of studying Stage
3 of BA Accounting & Finance on a part-time basis.

Students will be equipped with a sound grounding in law
as well as key business skills and knowledge. The high
level of flexibility within the course allows you, in particular
at Honours level, to shape your degree by specialising in
the areas you develop an interest in. You will also develop
key skills which are valued in the workplace.

HND Advertising & PR
The course focuses on key concepts involved in marketing
research and strategy, alongside creating and sustaining
brand presence and corporate identity. You will also
build a good understanding of the advertising industry,
the principles and practices involved in public relations,
how to effectively manage events and how to understand
consumer behaviour.

The HND course progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Public Relations
This course is accredited by the Chartered Institute of
Public Relations, the professional body for the UK public
relations industry, which is a mark of the high professional
standard and credibility of the course. You will take part
in challenging, real-world projects from design to delivery
and evaluation, and analyse communication issues from a
range of academic and practical perspectives.
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HND Travel & Tourism

HND Events Management

Travel and tourism is a popular option for those with
an aptitude for working with people and a passion for
exploring the world and what it has to offer. The course
will increase your knowledge of popular international
destinations, inbound tourism, planning, marketing and
the air and retail travel industries, providing you with the
fundamental skills needed to pursue a successful career in
this line of work.

You will study the industry as a whole, but also delve into
specific areas of the industry such as legislation, safety
and licensing, creating a culture of customer care and
project management – skills that you will put to the test
when you plan and organise your own, real life events! You
will also focus on specific kinds of events, such as food
and beverage, and live performances.

The above course progresses to:

The above course progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) International
Tourism Management

BA/BA (Hons) Events
Management

This specialist course allows you to combine the best of
both worlds – studying the academic aspects of tourism
management and gaining first-hand industry experience.
All the various aspects of tourism will be covered, including
visitor attractions, hotels, theatres, events, business
tourism and travel. This course is rated by both the
Complete University Guide and the Times/Sunday Times
as one of the top 20 courses in the UK.

This course offers a blend of core management skills and
specialist event management modules, and the use of
diverse assessment methods will allow you to develop the
skills required and valued by employers in this sector.
You will be given the opportunity to attend guest lectures
and events, organise live events, participate in courserelated study trips and compete for industry-sponsored
prizes. This course is rated by both the Complete University
Guide and the Times/Sunday Times as one of the top 20
courses in the UK.
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Care
At North East Scotland College there are care
courses to suit a range of learning styles, needs
and interests. The aim of every course is to provide
students with a detailed understanding of their
chosen sector and as much hands-on experience
as possible, allowing everyone to develop the
confidence, knowledge, qualities and attitude
needed to work in care.
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The programmes at RGU will enable you to become
a confident and capable nurse who is equipped to
practise effectively within hospital and communitybased environments. Successful completion of the
course (depending on the chosen field of practice
you select when you apply) will lead to registration
with the Nursing and Midwifery Council as a
Registered Nurse with a mark denoting your field
of practice. Graduates are eligible to register as an
Adult Nurse on the Nursing and Midwifery Council
Professional Register.

Luke
Parsons
Age: 28
Secondary School: Dyce Academy
College Course: HND Care & Administrative Practice
RGU Course: BNursing
Current Role: Staff Nurse in the Infection Unit, ARI

Luke’s journey to university began when
he realised that he would need to gain
some formal qualifications to progress his
existing career in Care. He worked his way
up through care qualifications at NESCol
before progressing to RGU – an opportunity
that would have been unavailable to him if
not for Degree Link – and he is now working
as a confident and capable healthcare
practitioner.

Degree Link prepared
me for RGU by offering the
same learning and practice
structure, but with more
opportunities to speak with
lecturers and get help with
written work.

A few
questions
with
Luke Parsons
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I started studying at North East Scotland College on the Level 5 Healthcare course, then progressed to
the HNC which offered a seamless transition to RGU. The qualifications I had before College meant that I
would not be able to access RGU directly, but the HNC offered me the opportunity to prove myself and my
skills.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
Degree Link prepared me for RGU by offering the same learning and practice structure as RGU but
with more opportunities to speak with lecturers and get help with written work. The College team and
environment are very accommodating and communicate well with RGU, ensuring the quality of work is in
line so that Degree Link students are at the same level as their RGU counterparts.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
Being able to approach lecturers face to face and discuss issues personally is hugely beneficial.
The lecturers build up a personal relationship with you given the size of the class, allowing you to get
structured assistance with your education. The Health & Social Care team are hugely experienced in
healthcare and are great fun to work with! NESCol offer an introduction into the challenges currently faced
in the healthcare environment through a well-balanced curriculum and diverse resources.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
The clinical skills department offers a real practical learning environment allowing students to develop
the theory they have learned with experienced practitioners overseeing. RGU were creative and inspiring
when teaching me the skills I now use in practice, from effective task management through to wound
assessments and delivering holistic palliative care.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
Absolutely! NESCol and RGU offer the student the potential to become an effective practitioner within the
healthcare system by instilling confidence through committed and stimulating teaching.
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Both Degree Link courses have strong, wellestablished partnerships with clinicians and
managers in hospital and community settings. With
50% of your study taking place in practice settings,
you will learn how to reflect upon and apply relevant
theoretical concepts within ‘real-life’ environments.
The expertise and skills of clinical staff and the
willingness of patients to support the learning of
healthcare professionals are key resources for your
learning. Inter-professional education experiences
are embedded within the programme at each stage,
enabling you to learn with a wide variety of other
health and social care students.

HNC Care & Administrative
Practice

Equipment and techniques in clinical practice are
constantly evolving and RGU are committed to
keeping their facilities at the forefront of clinical
skills training.

The above course progresses to:

RGU’s Clinical Skills Centre has two ward areas
with six beds in each, a high dependency unit, a
children’s room and a home setting. This is a very
realistic clinical environment and it has all the
equipment you would expect to find in a ward or a
community setting.
Placement opportunities offered through courses
at RGU are diverse and allow you to experience
a wide variety of care settings, including urban,
rural and remote, hospital and community-based,
NHS and private sector across the North East of
Scotland and the Orkney and Shetland islands. As
part of the placement experience you are required
to undertake shifts that reflect the 24 hour, 7 days
per week nature of nursing. Therefore you will be
attending placements at weekends and undertaking
night shifts.

On this course you will cover a diverse range of subjects,
ensuring you have a good understanding of the roles
and responsibilities undertaken in this sector. You
will study safe working practices and understanding
personal and professional relationships, as well as patient
administration, sociology and physiology. The course also
incorporates a practical work placement within a care
environment.

BNursing (Adult)
This course will enable you to develop the knowledge
and skills needed to practise confidently and effectively
within the constantly changing hospital and communitybased environments, potentially within a management
or research-based role. As part of the course you will
undertake work placements, which are available in a wide
variety of care settings.

The above HNC course also progresses to:

BNursing (Mental Health)
This course will develop you into a skilled and confident
mental health nurse, equipped to deliver relationship and
recovery-focused nursing whilst taking into account the
rights of the patients and their carers.
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Computing &
Information
Technology
NESCol’s computing laboratories and facilities are
fantastic, allowing students to work with a range of
hardware and put theory into practice in specialist
computer labs. Many computing students will be
given the opportunity to gain valuable, hands-on
experience by working at the College’s IT helpdesk.
This involves helping other students who have any
technical difficulties with personal devices.
College computing students have also built and
developed their own website called 404 Found – a
valuable resource where students can practice their
website development and maintenance skills. It is
kept up-to-date with all sorts of information on the
computing courses available, events and student
work. At the end of each academic year, computing
students hold an end of year show where family,
friends and prospective employers can come along
and have a look at the work that has been produced
throughout the year.
Situated in a new building at the Garthdee Campus,
the School of Computing Science and Digital
Media provides a state-of-the-art, purpose-built
environment. This is the perfect place to study
current professional practice in interactive design,
systems development and the management of
business technologies. You will learn practical
and creative problem-solving skills using emerging
technologies and apply these to the challenges faced
by industry. Our courses equip you with valuable
personal and professional skills, and a career
enhancing qualification.
There are currently three Computing student-led
societies to expand the opportunities available.
RGU have laboratories housing over 250 high
specification PCs, running the latest industrystandard software. The School has specialised
facilities for supporting graphics and interactive
digital media development, including a large scale
render farm, a Mac Suite and Green Screen Suite.
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HND Visual Communication
Visual Communication is a creative, challenging and
expressive education and career path. The courses,
studied at Aberdeen City Campus, reflect this. The facilities
are excellent, and allow students to develop not only their
skill sets, but also their own individual styles, techniques
and approaches. They include:
•
•
•

Large classrooms equipped with expert
technology and centralised practical areas
Five graphics studios
A wide range of specialist software, which is used
on both Apple and Microsoft computers.

Within the department there is a large emphasis on client
work, involving briefings and case studies from external
organisations. This style of learning allows students to
experience working as they would in a career outwith
College, and also allows them to develop skills for working
with clients and in a team environment. Students will also
receive talks and tips from guest speakers and industry
professionals.

The above HND course progresses to:

BSc/BSc (Hons) Digital Media
Design, Production
& Development
This course combines creative design skills with a high
level of technical ability in design, human computer
interaction, web and multimedia. Each area is
underpinned by technical and professional skills. There
is a strong emphasis on providing real life experience by
including client-based projects in the curriculum.

BA (Hons) Communication
& Design
This course is distinctive in its cross-disciplinary approach
to learning, and allows you to explore Communication
Design through the study of traditional techniques and the
latest digital technologies and production methods.

Shane
Johnson
Age: 29
Secondary School: Burnholme Community College
College Course: HND Computer Networking
RGU Course: BSc (Hons) Computer Network
Management & Design
Current Role: Lecturer in Computing,
North East Scotland College

It took Shane a couple of years to find the
right route for him into higher education
but after applying to North East Scotland
College and discovering the Degree Link
programme, he went on to successfully
complete a degree in Network Management
& Design. He is now a full-time Lecturer in
NESCol’s Computing Team.

University gave me the
confidence to enhance my
knowledge and report writing
skills. The rapport I got with
lecturers was amazing and
enhanced my social skills,
too. As I was a part-time
lecturer at the College
whilst studying at RGU, I was
able to learn how they did it
at university – so that now
helps me to better prepare
my students for the prospect
of university.

A few
questions
with
Shane Johnson
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I started study at The University of Aberdeen in 2010 doing a degree in Computing Science and, although I
learned a lot, I realised that I needed to take a different approach to studying. I applied for my HND at the
College and it was there that I learned about Degree Link. I signed up to be an associate student of RGU
and was able to access their facilities, which was good as I gained an insight into studying at RGU.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
The lecturers – when I first came to NESCol my confidence was shattered; I had given up third year of a
course to go back to first year of another degree route. But the lecturers were amazing. They gave me a
lot of help and helped me build up my confidence. If I struggled they were there to keep me in the right
direction and without them I don’t think I would have made it to RGU.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
Making new friends and being in an environment where you are with people who are on the same level
as you. When you do group projects it is a very valuable experience as it gives you a lot of experience of
working with people who may not have the same perspective as you.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
I would have to say the equipment. They have a lot of networking equipment for students to use that gives
you a real experience of what you will be doing in a job.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
Yes, it helped me gain access to RGU at third year. As you are studying at College you are given a lot of
support to help you get ready for university. By the time I got to RGU I would say I felt more prepared than I
would if I had taken the university route to begin with.
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HND Computing: Networking
On this course you will build practical skills and theoretical
understanding of networking though various in-class
exercises, projects and discussions. You will also study
more specific areas of networking as well as the CISCO
CCNA Vendor Qualification. Throughout the course,
industry standard practices and processes are used to
ensure your training is vocationally focused. Project work
is used regularly to strengthen team working and project
management skills

HND Computing:
Software Development
This course is designed to offer you academic, technical
and professional training in order to establish design,
implementation, support and IT management capabilities.
All practical work reflects industry standard processes.

The above course progresses to:

The above course progresses to:

BSc/BSc (Hons) Computer
Network Management
& Design
This course aims to equip students to work as professional
engineers and consultants in the design, configuration
and management of computer networks. Subjects covered
include a mix of network technology, project management
and security modules, as well as opportunities for gaining
practical skills. The main focus is on the installation,
operation, security and maintenance of computer networks
used in the business industry.

HND Interactive Media
(Web Development)
You will cover fundamental areas of web development,
including applications software, digital imaging, sound
and vision, interactive media and 2D animation. You will
also look at the human computer interface, scripting for
interactivity, interactive media composition and how to
design and develop an interactive product.

BSc/BSc (Hons) Computing
(Application Software
Development)
This course is designed to extend your existing skills in
software and systems development and equip you with
advanced skills in web and mobile developments, enabling
you to create sophisticated applications which take into
account the requirements of an organisation and the end
user.

All HND courses on this page progress to:

BSc/BSc (Hons) Digital Media
(Design, Production and
Development)
This course combines creative design skills with a high
level of technical ability in design, human computer
interaction, web and multimedia. Each area is underpinned
by technical and professional skills. There is a strong
emphasis on providing real life experience by including
client-based projects in the curriculum.
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Engineering
The Engineering facilities at North East Scotland
College boast industry standard equipment and
offer students in both Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering the chance to learn practically and
theoretically in workshop settings.
The College has dedicated stores where students
can sign out specific tools and equipment, and
storage lockers for students to put their personal
belongings, clothes and work gear.
Facilities include welding bays, electronics
construction skills labs, an electrical motor testing
room, measurement and control systems, Computer
Numerical Control (CNC) machines and training
stations.
The current facilities and our continuous investment
in new facilities, allow NESCol to respond to the
increasing demand for engineering qualifications.
An Engineering degree is a well recognised
springboard to a range of high-profile careers in
many aspects of business and industry. The School
of Engineering is situated at Riverside East and is the
perfect environment for your engineering studies,
with oil and gas, renewables and engineering-related
industries right on your doorstep.

These include:
•
•
•
•
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Slice of the ocean wave machine
Formula Ford 1600 racing car
Water tank for ROV testing
Cisco laboratory.

RGU have a proven track record of working in
collaboration with industry and have established
strong relationships with employers. As a result,
many companies offer students placements and
scholarships, which often lead to employment upon
graduation. Working with RGU’s partners in industry,
there is a dedicated Faculty Placement Office
which has many years’ experience of finding workplacements for students.
When studying such a hands-on subject as
engineering, it is essential that you are able to
apply the knowledge you gain in your lectures into a
practical environment. The wide range of facilities
RGU provide within the School will enable you to
bring your studies to life.
A wide range of laboratory facilities also
includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Structural testing/materials
Fluids
Dynamics/control electronics
Microcomputer control
Power electronics.

Craig
McKenzie
Age: 26
Secondary School: Fraserburgh Academy
College Course: HND Mechanical Engineering
RGU Course: BENg Mechanical Engineering
(with an additional module completed at RGU in 2015-16 to upgrade his degree)

Current Role: Piping Engineer, Aker Solutions

Craig was lucky enough to secure a
Traineeship with Aker Solutions after
he left school, and so his Degree Link
experience was undertaken through parttime study at NESCol and RGU – giving him
the opportunity to work and learn at the
same time. Now, Craig is involved in the
decommissioning of offshore installations
– something quite new which will have a
considerable impact on the industry moving
forward.
Craig said: “Due to the type of work
I’m currently involved in, and how I see
the industry developing in the future, I
am considering going back into further
education to complete a newly collaborated
course specifically in decommissioning.”

...Not only do you gain
a qualification at the end
of your course, you gain an
understanding of what it
takes to achieve your
goals.

A few
questions
with
Craig McKenzie
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
Whilst completing my HND in Mechanical Engineering, an RGU representative visited the College and
provided information regarding the Degree Link route. I had always intended on continuing my studies to a
degree level and this seemed like the perfect opportunity to allow me to do that.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
The sense of achievement I had at the end. Although I enjoyed the course at times I did find it rather tough
going. Thankfully I was determined enough to complete the course successfully and hopefully it will be
beneficial for my future career.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
I spent six years doing day release at NESCol in order to achieve a HND. Over those six years I met so
many great people that I can still call friends today. Having friendly, helpful individuals as your classmates
makes the experience all the more enjoyable.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
The content of the course was much more relevant to what I was doing at work. This allowed me to relate
my studying to what I was doing at work every day. I feel this has been and will continue to be highly
beneficial for me during my career.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
Of course, I would recommend to anyone currently studying in NESCol that if they are interested in
continuing their studies this is the best way to go. Degree Link is a great progression route, not only do you
gain a qualification at the end of your course, you gain an understanding of what it takes to achieve your
goals.
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HND Electrical Engineering
This course is specifically designed to develop your skills in analysis and synthesis for the solution of electrical problems
and your understanding of core electric principles and power systems. The course content covers a wide range of
disciplines, including the application of programmable logic controllers, electrical machine principles, single phase AC
circuits, three phase systems, mathematics and safety in the workplace.

The above course progresses to:

BSc (Eng) Electronic
& Electrical Engineering
(part-time)
You will be provided with the knowledge and skills needed
to confidently develop, manage, operate and maintain
complex engineering processes and systems.

BEng (Hons) Electronic
& Electrical Engineering
In this course, you will study a range of modules ranging
from micro-electronics to electrical power engineering.
Electronic Engineering covers analogue and digital design
with integrated circuits applied to robotics, instrumentation,
computer and communication systems. Electrical
Engineering involves power generation and transmission,
electrical motors and renewable energy.

31

HND Mechanical Engineering
This highly sought after qualification will allow you to
develop advanced understanding of and capabilities in
mechanical engineering principles and practices, and
makes full use of the College’s excellent engineering
facilities.
You will cover a wide range of important topics including
the technical aspects of CAD, engineering drawing,
instrumentation and plant systems, heat transfer and
fluid mechanics and strength of materials. You will also
complete a student project and increase your awareness
of business processes and continuing professional
development.

The above course progresses to:

BEng (Hons) Mechanical
Engineering

BEng (Hons) Mechanical
& Offshore Engineering

This course encompasses the design, construction and
operation of machines, structures and industrial plant
used in a very wide range of industries. There are different
pathways available to allow you to choose the engineering
subjects you are interested in and work towards your
career aspirations.

This course includes the core aspects of the Mechanical
Engineering course and combines it with a specialism in
Offshore Engineering. This involves the study of oil and gas
exploration and recovery, platform design, pipelines, downhole instrumentation and energy transformation.

BSc (Eng) Mechanical
Engineering (part time)
This course will enable you to develop into a highly
competent professional engineer who is able to develop,
manage, operate and maintain complex engineering
processes and systems.
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Music, Drama
& Creative Media
Creative Media students at North East Scotland
College have access to state-of-the-art facilities and
equipment to use throughout their studies. The
impressive facilities include a television studio with
an array of cameras, lights and a green screen, a
television editing suite, a radio station that enables
students to broadcast across the College and online,
industry standard sound editing software and much
more.
The equipment for students is constantly reviewed
and updated to ensure the equipment used is of the
same standard that students would encounter in
professional studios.

HND Creative Industries: TV
Students on this course will develop specialist abilities and
experience in using cameras, sound and lighting, and in
pre-production, production and post-production work. You
will be given the opportunity to take advantage of state-ofthe-art TV and media facilities and learn to operate industry
standard equipment. You will gain invaluable practical
experience through the study of cameras, lighting, sound
recording, editing and scripting. You will also study content
development, research and news gathering – essential in
obtaining an accurate perspective of what it’s like to work
in TV and film.
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TThe School of Creative and Cultural Business
is a dynamic multidisciplinary school with
innovative academic staff covering a wide range of
undergraduate degrees.
Accredited by professional bodies, our highly
creative and interdisciplinary courses place strong
emphasis on gaining transferable skills in research,
writing, presentation and computer-based authoring.
You’ll gain valuable hands-on experience in our
‘state-of-the-art’ radio and TV studios which also
feature digital editing facilities and a Mac suite.
We take a strongly vocational approach, partnering
closely with employers and regularly reviewing our
programmes to ensure courses are current and
relevant.

The HND course progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Media
This course will prepare you for a specialist career in the
media, enabling you to build an impressive portfolio of
skills in media production, as well as key transferable
communication skills. Both theoretical and practical
aspects of the audio-visual industries are incorporated
to prepare you for careers in a variety of areas including
radio and TV broadcasting, film production, interactive
media, online content and development, commercials and
corporate production.

Hannah
Adams
Age: 21
Secondary School: Torry Academy
College Course: HND Media & Communication
RGU Course: BA (Hons) Public Relations
Current Role: Marketing Executive, Scottish Slimmers

Working as a Marketing Executive for
Scottish Slimmers, Hannah believes that
having studied at both NESCol and RGU
has helped her develop the skills and
understanding of the industry that she needs
for the job.

Degree Link is a great
way to ease into study
and help you make a more
informed decision about your
future.

A few
questions
with
Hannah Adams
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
The Media & Communication course really impressed me with the range of modules it had on the
curriculum. At the time I was unsure of the route I wanted to go down with my career, whether it would be
PR, advertising or journalism and the course really helped me make an informed decision and gave me the
practical skills I would later find great use for in the working world.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
The skills I have gained during my time at both NESCol and RGU have been invaluable to my career,
particularly the work experience it has led to. The RGU Public Relations course offers students in their
third year the opportunity to take part in work experience as a core module which has to have been my
favourite part of study, it really helped me get to grips with the industry and the way journalism and PR
work together.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
Going straight from fifth year at school to a college or university was a particularly daunting prospect for me
as everyone I had been in a class with previously I had known for years, but the environment at NESCol is
so inviting and the lecturers in particular help tremendously to make you feel at ease.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
The variety of theoretical and practical modules is struck perfectly in third and fourth year. Some allowed
you to work with external companies and gain hands-on experience, which were a nice contrast to exam
and research based topics – the balance was fantastic and helped give a great and well-rounded university
experience.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
Yes, particularly for school leavers who find the prospect of jumping straight into university courses a bit
daunting. It is a great way to ease into study and help you make a more informed decision about your
future.
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HNC Media Analysis
& Production

HND Creative Industries:
Media & Communication

This course will provide you with essential skills and
knowledge in radio broadcasting. You will develop a high
level of practical and analytical abilities in both on-air and
production-led units using our state-of-the-art production
and broadcasting suites. Students will work closely with
an experienced lecturing team and also get the chance to
broadcast from the College radio station throughout the
year. The course will provide you with valuable skills in
editing, broadcast production, music programming and
presentation work. You will look at technical operations
involved in radio broadcasting as well as communications
techniques in scripting, presenting and interviewing.

On this course you will learn about key practices and
processes in the field of media and communications.
Students will develop a broad range of specialist digital
and communication skills, and a well-rounded insight into
trends, common practice and recent developments. You
will study a range of subjects including advertising, how
to write for the media, PR practice and analysis, and how
to promote/pitch ideas. You will also get the chance to
perfect interviewing and meeting skills – essential for your
progression towards further study or employment.

The HND course progresses to:
The HND course progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Media
(2nd year)
Commencing from 2nd year, this course will prepare you
for a specialist career in the media, enabling you to build
an impressive portfolio of skills in media production, as
well as key transferable communication skills.
Both theoretical and practical aspects of the audio-visual
industries are incorporated to prepare you for careers in
a variety of areas including radio and TV broadcasting,
film production, interactive media, online content and
development, commercials and corporate production.

BA/BA (Hons) Public Relations
This course is accredited by the Chartered Institute of
Public Relations, the professional body for the UK public
relations industry, which is a mark of the high professional
standard and credibility of the course. You will take part
in challenging, real-world projects from design to delivery
and evaluation, and analyse communication issues from a
range of academic and practical perspectives.

The above HND course also progresses to:

BA/BA (Hons) Media
This course will prepare you for a specialist career in the
media, enabling you to build an impressive portfolio of
skills in media production, as well as key transferable
communication skills. Both theoretical and practical
aspects of the audio-visual industries are incorporated
to prepare you for careers in a variety of areas including
radio and TV broadcasting, film production, interactive
media, online content and development, commercials and
corporate production.
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Science
NESCol has science laboratories at both its
Fraserburgh and Aberdeen City Campuses. The
HND level science course is studied at the Aberdeen
City Campus, which has five laboratories and one
instrumental analysis laboratory. Each lab holds
approximately 20 students and is equipped with a
range of specialist resources. In the Instrumental
Analysis Lab alone you’ll find over £150,000 worth
of equipment, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High Performance Liquid Chromatographs
(HPLC)
Gas Chromatograph (GC)
Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer
(FTIR)
Fluorescence Spectrometer
Ultraviolet/Visible Spectrometer
Polarimeter
Flash Point Testers
Chloride Analysers
Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD).

You’ll really get the chance to develop your skills and
understanding with a sizeable chunk - between 20
and 30% - of each course spent carrying out handson experiments/training.
Most of the Science courses at North East Scotland
College - from Level 5 up to HND level – will involve
students undertaking a laboratory research project.
This forms one of the most challenging, but also
the most rewarding, aspects of students’ time at
College. Each year there are prizes awarded for the
top projects, and some students have also gone on to
win national awards.
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The School of Pharmacy and Life Sciences is housed
within a brand new purpose-built facility at the
Garthdee Campus. Occupying the top two floors of
the impressive state-of-the-art Riverside East, the
School boasts a range of chemistry, formulation,
microbiological, forensic, food handling and aseptic
laboratories, as well as formal and informal learning
spaces. These facilities ensure that you will learn in
inspiring surroundings with access to the very best in
equipment and cutting edge technology.
RGU’s School of Pharmacy and Life Sciences has
an impressive track record with seven courses
accredited and approved by professional bodies
including the General Pharmaceutical Council,
Institute of Biomedical Science, the Chartered
Society of Forensic Sciences, the Association for
Nutrition, the British Dietetic Association and the
Health and Care Professions Council – this is one of
the reasons why RGU’s Pharmacy and Life Sciences
graduates are in such high demand from employers.
The School is multidisciplinary, with its students
benefiting from shared learning experiences across
a broad range of subject areas – biomedical
sciences, analytical and medicinal chemistry,
forensic science, nutrition and dietetics, pharmacy
practice and the pharmaceutical sciences.

Rebekah
McBride
Age: 25
Secondary School: Fraserburgh Academy
College Course: HND Applied Sciences
RGU Course: BSc (Hons) Forensic & Analytical Science
Current Role: Police Officer

Rebekah had always dreamed of a career
in Science, but failing her Higher Chemistry
exam meant that going straight to university
was not an option. Luckily for Rebekah, North
East Scotland College offered her a place
and she was able to take advantage of the
Degree Link programme. Upon successful
completion of her degree in Forensic Science
from RGU, Rebekah secured a job as a
Laboratory Supervisor with M-I SWACO. She
stayed in this position for two years, when
she eventually decided to take the leap and
pursue a career in Police forensics.

I absolutely love my
current role, and I still swear
by Degree Link – I don’t know
what would have happened if
I hadn’t been offered a place
at NESCol. When people ask
me about the route I want to
follow within the Police, I tell
them I want to do forensics –
and it was NESCol that helped
me to start it all off!

A few
questions
with
Rebekah McBride
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I failed Higher Chemistry in my fifth year and went back to do it in sixth year. Unfortunately, there were no
spaces left in any of the Higher Chemistry classes.
I decided that I wasn’t staying at school if I couldn’t do Science, so ended up calling the College and pretty
much started the next day! It wasn’t part of my plan at all, but it worked out for the best.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
Meeting two lots of new people! I have friends doing a wide range of jobs now. I found that completing my
HND at College stood me in good stead for the work we did at Uni.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
Being able to focus solely on science, which I wanted to do. It felt a bit more ‘grown up’ too, compared to
school, as we were left to our own devices more. I also got the opportunity to travel to Italy in my HNC year
to look at the medicinal uses of plants.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
We had the option to choose which modules we wanted to study, including the Oilfield Chemistry module
for those who wanted to progress into the oil industry, which allowed for more job opportunities.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
Yes, because like me, they may not have got the grades they wanted, but there is still a way to get to where
you want to be, so it is a good way to focus on what you want to do.
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HND Applied Sciences
This wide-ranging, advanced level course covers theoretical and practical aspects of biological and chemical sciences.
A large amount of hands-on training is involved, giving you a chance to put theory into practice and develop valuable skills
in experimentation, testing and modern instrumentation.
The course will strengthen your existing knowledge through in-depth study of a variety of key scientific areas including
physical chemistry, biochemistry, DNA structure and function, kinetics, thermodynamics and cell biology. You will also
focus on animal biology and the human body, its structure and its function.

The HND course progresses to the following:

BSc/BSc (Hons) Biomedical
Sciences

BSc/BSc (Hons) Bioscience
with Biomedical Sciences

This course has been designed in partnership with
biomedical scientists within NHS Grampian, NHS Highland
and the Aberdeen and North East Scotland Blood
Transfusion Service. The laboratory training programme
enables you to gain hands-on experience of all the major
hospital laboratory disciplines. When you graduate you
will be well prepared for a future career as a registered
practitioner with the Health and Care Professions Council
(HCPC) and a certified biomedical scientist with the
professional body, the Institute of Biomedical Science
(IBMS).

This course will provide you with the knowledge and
laboratory-based skills that are essential in both the field
of bioscience and biomedical science. The key benefit of
studying this combination of subjects is that you will be
suitably qualified to enter a range of professions.

BSc (Hons) Forensic
& Analytical Science
This course was the first in Scotland to be accredited by
the Forensic Science Society and was ranked amongst
the top 20 courses in the UK by the Sunday Times/
The Times league table in 2015. It is delivered by highly
experienced forensic practitioners and analytical scientists
who are focused on providing you with the scientific and
investigative skills you will need to succeed in the highly
competitive profession. You will learn about the analysis of
biological, chemical or physical samples collected during
a crime scene, and also gain key analytical and problem
solving skills that are highly sought after in many other
industrial sectors including the oil, gas, pharmaceutical
and food industries.
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Social Sciences
The Social Sciences course offering at North East
Scotland College provides students with an in-depth
understanding of society and people, focusing on
factors that affect relationships and development
such as history, politics, sociology, human
geography, culture, international relations and
development and much, much more. The breadth
of the topics, discussion and analysis involved in
each course means that each and every student will
benefit from an engaging learning experience.
The School of Applied Social Studies at RGU is
the largest provider of social work education in
Scotland.
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In Applied Social Sciences, RGU has developed a
strong reputation and research profile in psychology
and sociology. Staff expertise and publications in
these disciplines underpin the BA (Hons) Applied
Social Sciences degree and enable the modules
to be timely, absorbing and at the cutting edge of
issues that matter today.
RGU class sizes are small and this, along with
high level of contact time with staff, enables the
University to provide a friendly and supportive
learning environment.

Faye
McCallum
Age: 22
Secondary School: Mackie Academy
College Course: HND Social Sciences
RGU Course: BA (Hons) Applied Social Sciences

Like many people who choose to undertake
a Degree Link course, Faye decided to apply
to North East Scotland College after school
because she felt like she wasn’t quite ready
for university.
Now, after successfully graduating from
RGU with an Honours Degree in Applied
Social Sciences, Faye is completing a one
year PGDE Primary Education Course at
the University of Aberdeen. She said: “I took
part in the BP Tutoring programme when I
was at RGU and this confirmed that I wanted
to go on to become a Primary Teacher. Due
to this experience, I was given a place on the
PGDE course – and I’m loving it!”

Both College and Uni
have taught me various means
of presenting work and the
importance this has. I’ve also
developed skills in working
with different groups and
different types of people,
and the benefits this can have
on learning.

A few
questions
with
Faye McCallum
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I didn’t know what I wanted to do when I left school and I didn’t feel as if I was ready to go to uni.
The Social Sciences course at North East Scotland College looked very interesting and the subjects and
course content were all things I enjoyed studying. I had also heard from friends who had done the Degree
Link route that it was an enjoyable experience and that step to university after being at college was very
natural.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
The knowledge and the skills I have gained from attending NESCol for two years. The variety of subjects
within the course has meant I have not only studied the social science subjects, but have been able to
develop skills and abilities that I have now taken to university with me. The experience has really prepared
me for uni, where I feel confident in my abilities.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
The best thing about NESCol was the guidance I received from the lecturers who were always available to
help and point students in the right direction. Having come straight from school, the lecturers made the
transition much easier and less daunting as I was never left feeling like I had no one to turn to.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
It has to be the resources made available to the students. Having such a large library and online resources,
there is so much literature available. The reading lists provided by lecturers are also very helpful and the
recommended texts are always available.
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
I would highly recommend it as I feel the process has prepared me and taught me what to expect from
university. Having gone into year 3, I felt as if I settled into RGU very easily and that the step from college to
university came very naturally.
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HND Social Sciences
This advanced level course will strengthen your existing
knowledge and understanding when it comes to human
behaviour and human society. You will use critical thinking
to analyse different issues and build valuable evaluative
and problem solving skills. You will also develop sound
research skills – a vital component in the understanding
and study of social sciences.
On this course you will explore sociology and psychology
alongside history, politics and criminology. You will
also address different research issues and experiment
with different research methods to ensure you have the
necessary skills and understanding for progression towards
further study or employment.

The above course progresses to the following:

BA/BA (Hons) Applied
Social Sciences
This course is built around the core disciplines of
psychology and sociology. Innovative elective modules
allow you to tailor your degree around your own area of
interest. All teaching is underpinned by research and realworld experience, ensuring you are prepared for a career in
your chosen field.
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Sport & Fitness
North East Scotland College boasts a number of
sport and fitness facilities at our Aberdeen City and
Fraserburgh Campuses. These are used extensively
for learning and teaching purposes, but are also
available for extra-curricular supervised sessions.
The combination of NESCol’s excellent resources
and affiliation with a number of outstanding sports
facilities, including Robert Gordon University (RGU:
Sport), Aberdeen Sports Village (ASV), Pittodrie, and
local fitness clubs, means that students will develop
industry knowledge and skills in the very best of
learning environments. There are also opportunities
for students to gain work experience in real life work
places.
As well as this, the dedicated and experienced
teaching team will guide and advise students
throughout, helping students to build and develop
fundamental skills in communication, team work
and leadership.
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At RGU, you will benefit from exceptional teaching
facilities which include a human performance
laboratory with a sophisticated three dimensional
motion analysis system and other state-of-the-art
exercise testing equipment. Modules in exercise
consultation and operating facilities are delivered
within RGU’s stunning purpose-built £11 million
sports complex, RGU: Sport.
RGU’s placement programme allows you to gain
valuable on-the-job experience in a wide variety
of health related settings across Scotland and
overseas.

Stephen
Boddie
Age: 25
Secondary School: Meldrum Academy
College Course: HND Coaching & Developing Sport
RGU Course: BSc (Hons) Applied Sport & Exercise Science
Current Role: Community Coach with Aberdeen Football Club

Degree Link has not only been a pathway
into higher education, but it has also opened
doors to work as a coach with Aberdeen
Football Club. During his time at College,
Stephen was given the opportunity to take
part in the SFA Level 2 Children’s Football
Coaching Course, which was led by two
coaches from AFC.
Now, Stephen is working as a development
coach with the Youth Academy at AFC and
has obtained an SFA Advanced Children’s
License qualification.

College laid the
foundations for a sports
coaching background and
university further improved
my understanding of sports
science.

A few
questions
with
Stephen Boddie
1) Why did you choose the Degree Link route?
I felt that studying HND Sports Coaching with Development of Sport at College would allow me to develop
the necessary skills needed for a career in the sport industry. The prospect of gaining valuable work
experience alongside the College course was a big motivation for me.
2) What’s been the best thing about the experience?
I felt that College laid the foundations for a sports coaching background and University further improved my
understanding of the challenging components of sports science.
3) What’s the best thing about studying at NESCol?
The College opened a pathway into football coaching through Aberdeen Football Club. All College students
enrolled on the course had the opportunity to take part in a SFA Level 2 Children’s Football Coaching
course and this was led by two coaches from Aberdeen Football Club. I was selected to coach on a
voluntary basis for Aberdeen FC in the community and thereafter employed on a part-time basis, planning
and delivering sessions to school children after school hours whilst completing my College studies.
4) What’s the best thing about studying at RGU?
The modules on offer within the course; they blended really well with my HND. Each module delved further
into the physiological, biomechanical and psychological aspect of developing athletes – this related to the
career that I am looking to move into in the future. The state-of-the-art facilities and high employability rate
were also beneficial factors!
5) Would you recommend Degree Link to other students? Why?
I would definitely recommend it. The College course gives a basis for developing sport and certain skills can
be transferred towards University. The main benefit of College is the practical and work experience aspects
that give important life skills to move into 3rd year at university.
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HND Fitness,
Health & Exercise

HND Coaching & Developing
Sport

On this course you will study a wide variety of subjects
spanning the whole spectrum of sport science and
fitness leadership, as well as a PDA in Professional
Training - students who complete units associated with
this additional award may gain access to the Register
of Exercise Professionals at level 3. You will develop a
wide range of fitness leadership and exercise prescription
skills whilst building a good understanding of the key
underpinning scientific principles that support practical
performance.

This course has an exciting mix of practical subjects
which are studied alongside related theory, giving you the
opportunity to develop new skills, improve on existing skills
and gain an in-depth understanding of sports coaching
and development subjects. You will delve into key areas
of coaching and developing sport, including nutrition,
psychology, anatomy and physiology. Fitness testing and
conditioning are key components of the course, along with
coaching children and inclusive sports provision.

You will cover a broad range of topics from exercise
physiology, exercise trends and sports nutrition to
personal training and exercise testing. You will also get the
opportunity to complete a work placement where you’ll
put your skills to the test in a real working environment
and boost your leadership, team work and problem solving
abilities.

You will also focus on first aid, prevention of sports
injuries and rehabilitation following injuries, which are all
critical factors when working in a professional sporting
environment. As well as this, the course includes a work
experience placement, where you’ll get the chance to
develop your coaching abilities

The above courses progress to the following: (subject to conditions *)

BSc/BSc (Hons) Applied Sport & Exercise Science
This course is based on the sciences that underpin human performance in a variety of areas from competitive sport to
general health. It is mapped to the National Occupational Standards for Exercise and Fitness, which assures employers
that graduates have the skills that are essential for effective engagement with the exercise industry. Basic disciplines
studied include anatomy and physiology, biomechanics and sports psychology.
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How to apply for a
Degree Link course
The first step in gaining your degree is deciding which course best fits your
aspirations. Have a look at the progression route for each course, along with the
course specifications, before applying for the one that you prefer.
Once you have decided which Degree Link route to take, you can apply online at
www.nescol.ac.uk/courses, or by picking up a copy of the NESCol Prospectus and
submitting the form found at the back.
When it comes to progressing for university, you will need to apply through UCAS. If you
don’t apply through UCAS, you won’t receive an offer and will not be able to progress.
Find out more at www.ucas.com
Depending on which course you progress through, there may be certain conditions that
have to be met in order to progress from college to university. For more information,
please check the Degree Link website: www.degree-link.org.uk

Funding your Studies
If you are undertaking a Higher National course and meet the eligibility requirements of being
a resident in Scotland, you should apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) for
funding. If you meet the requirements, your funding will be paid by SAAS through your HNC/
HND up to the completion of your Honours year at RGU.
For more information on conditions, or to apply for funding online, visit the website:
www.saas.gov.uk
If you start your learning at NESCol on a non-advanced (below HNC level) course, funding is dealt
with under the National Fee Waver Policy. Eligibility is determined by your residence status. Most
Scottish domiciled students will qualify.
Further funding is available in the form of a bursary, awarded by the College to those who are
resident in Scotland.
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Course Progression Routes
Stage 1

Art & Design

Stage 2

HND Photography

BA Commercial Photography

HND Art & Design

BA (Hons) Contemporary Art & Design

HND Textiles

BA (Hons) Fashion & Textile Design

HNC Accounting

HND Accounting

BA / BA (Hons) Accounting & Finance

HNC
Administration
& Information
Technology

HND Administration &
Information Technology

Business & Management

BA / BA (Hons) Management
with Human Resource Management
BA / BA (Hons) Management

HND Advertising & PR

BA / BA (Hons) Public Relations

BA / BA (Hons) Management
HNC Business

HND Business

BA / BA (Hons) Management
with Human Resource Management

HND Events Management

BA / BA (Hons) Events Management

HND Legal Services

BA / BA (Hons) Law & Management

HND Travel & Tourism

BA / BA (Hons) International
Tourism Management

Stage 3

Stage 1

Care
HNC Care & Administrative
Practice

Stage 2

Stage 3

B Nursing (Adult)
B Nursing (Mental Health)

Computing & Information Technology

HNC Computing

HNC Computing

HND Computing:
(Networking)

HND Computing
(Software Development)

HND Interactive Media
(Web Development)

HND Visual Communication

BSc (Hons) Computer Network
Management and Design
BSc (Hons) Digital Media:
Design, Production & Development

BSc (Hons) Computing
(Application Software Development)
BSc (Hons) Digital Media:
Design, Production & Development

BSc / BSc (Hons) Digital Media:
Design, Production & Development

BSc / BSc (Hons) Digital Media:
Design, Production & Development
BA (Hons) Communication & Design

Engineering
BEng (Hons) Electronic
& Electrical Engineering
HND Electrical Engineering
BSc (Eng) Electronic & Electrical
Engineering (Part-time)

BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering
HND Mechanical Engineering

BEng (Hons) Mechanical & Offshore
Engineering
BSc (Eng) Mechanical Engineering
(Part-time)
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Stage 1

Music, Drama & Creative Media
HND Creative Industries: TV

Stage 2

Stage 3

BA / BA (Hons) Media

HNC Media
Analysis &
Production

BA / BA (Hons) Media

BA / BA (Hons) Public Relations

HND Creative Industries:
Media & Communication

BA / BA (Hons) Media

Science
BSc / BSc (Hons) Biomedical Sciences
HND Applied Science

v

BSc (Hons) Bioscience
with Biomedical Science
BSc / BSc (Hons) Forensic
and Analytical Sciences

Social Sciences
HND Social Sciences

BA / BA (Hons) Applied Social Sciences

HND Fitness,
Health & Exercise

BSc / BSc (Hons)
Applied Sport & Exercise Science
(subject to conditions*)

Sport & Fitness

HND Coaching
& Development Sport

BSc / BSc (Hons)
Applied Sport & Exercise Science
(subject to conditions*)

* Please note that articulation places are limited and students will be selected subject to a competitive interview.
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