
 
 
 

  

LEARNING & TEACHING AND STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Minute of Meeting of 14 March 2017 
 

The meeting commenced at 1450 hours. 
 
PRESENT – S Cormack, D Duthie, J Gall, J Harper, R McGregor, L McIntyre, D Russell,  
A Simpson (Chair), K Wetherall 
IN ATTENDANCE – N Cowie, J Davidson, E Hart, P May, S Lawrance 
OBSERVER – Apologies were received from S Grant 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

No apologies were presented. 
 

2. Minute of previous Meeting 
The Minute of Meeting held on 24 January 2017 was approved. 
 

3. Matters arising from previous Meeting 
The Committee noted the matters arising paper. 
 
The update provided at the Board of Management Meeting earlier regarding the 
implementation of the College’s revised Course Fee Policy was noted.   
 
It was agreed that the Joint Students’ Association Review Group should meet on 
one further occasion, with a proposed scheduling of June 2017.  Members were 
advised that OSCR were yet to be informed of the change of status of the 
Association. 
 

It was agreed that agenda item 4.5 should be considered at this time as the item was 
for decision rather than, as stated on the Agenda, for discussion. 

 
4.5 Childcare Provision at the Fraserburgh Campus 

The Committee considered a paper providing information on how childcare funds 
are allocated to students using the nursery at Fraserburgh Campus and how this 
differs from students arranging registered childcare elsewhere. 
 
Members were advised that the Busy Bs Nursery is run by a third party provider and 
that the current contract for services ceases at 31 July 2017. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion, Members agreed that equity should be sought in 
terms of childcare provision across the College, but that further time was needed 
to undertake a thorough review of costs. 
 
It was also agreed that re-tendering for the contract for childcare at the 
Fraserburgh Campus should be initiated, but that consideration should first be given 
to re-tendering for a shorter period than the current contract, the inclusion of a 
break clause, or the option to extend the current contract. 
 



A proposal by Mr Gall to consult with students as part of the tendering process and 
to gain an understanding of local childcare provision was supported. 

 
4. Matters for Discussion 

4.1 Performing Enterprise and Entrepreneurship in Learning 
The Committee noted a paper providing information on the College’s 
approaches to developing enterprise and entrepreneurship. 
 
Mr Duthie encouraged fellow Board Members to attend End of Year Shows and 
Film Festival. 
 
The Committee noted the collaborative working between NESCol students and 
the Lower George Street Traders Association.  The Committee requested that 
this initiative is highlighted to Gardiner & Theobald following their presentation 
on the future development of the Aberdeen City Campus at the Board Meeting 
held earlier that day. 
 

4.2 Curriculum Planning Arrangements for 2017-18 
The Committee noted a paper providing information on the curriculum 
planning arrangements for AY2017-18. 
 

4.3 Learner Progression – First Destinations and Progression Pathways 2015-16 
The Committee noted a paper providing information on information on the 
progression pathways of the College’s learners and their first destinations. 
 

4.4 Business and Community Development Update  
The Committee noted the information provided an update on the activity 
being undertaken by Business and Community Development (BCD) in the 
current academic year.  
 
A discussion was held in relation to the College’s current reliance on credits 
generated by BCD in ensuring that the SFC funded activity target is achieved.   
 
It was noted that a strategic review of how the College meets its activity target 
is to be undertaken, and that this will include consideration of a new strategy 
for the provision of distance learning with a focus on regional learners and a 
reduction on activity generated by enrolments from outwith the region.   
 
Ms McIntyre noted that the review would also look at one plus activity and the 
use of targeted marketing. 
 
Members were advised that a new Business Development Strategy was being 
prepared. 
 

5. Papers for Information 
5.1 Student Activity 2016-17 

The Committee noted a paper providing an update on the current status of 
student activity for AY 2016-17. 
 

5.2 Key Quality Performance Indicators 
The Committee noted a report providing information on key performance 
indicators relating to the quality data to date in AY 2016-17. 
 
A recommendation relating to complaints from the Follow-up Internal Audit 
considered by the Audit & Risk Committee at its meeting held earlier that day 



was noted.  Mr Davidson confirmed that the College’s complaints procedures 
were currently under review. 
 

5.3 Student Support Funds 
The Committee noted a report providing information on amounts allocated for 
various support funds as well as the comparative spend of student support 
funds for AY 2016-17 and AY 2015-16.   
 
Members noted the indicative allocation of student support funds for AY 2017-
18. 
 
Mr Cowie highlighted that the Scottish Government is currently undertaking a 
review of student support funds.  Mr Cowie advised that he is a member of a 
related short life working group and that he would update the Committee on 
developments as appropriate. 
 

5.4  Association Update 
The Committee noted a tabled update paper providing summary information 
on recent Association activities.  
 
It was noted that the Association are actively trying to increase levels of student 
engagement and awareness of how to become involved in Association 
actives.  Members were advised that findings from recent flash surveys 
conducted by the Association would be submitted to the next meeting of the 
Committee. 
 

6. Summation of Business and date and time of next Meeting 
The Secretary gave a summation of the business conducted.  The next meeting of 
the Learning & Teaching and Student Services Committee is scheduled to take 
place at 1400 hours on Tuesday 16 May 2017. 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 1612 hrs.   


