
  
 

 
 LEARNING & TEACHING AND STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 
Minute of Meeting of 19 May 2015 

 
The meeting commenced at 1400 hours. 
 
PRESENT – S Cormack, D Duthie (Chair), K Gravells, J Harper, C Inglis, D Rennie,  
A Simpson, S Smith, R Wallen 
IN ATTENDANCE - N Cowie, J Davidson, P May, P Kesson 
 
Members noted that Mr Dunn’s term of office as teaching staff representative on the 
Board had ended and that matters were in hand to elect a new representative.  It was 
also noted that Mr Dunn will be invited to have lunch with Members ahead of the 
meeting of the Board of Management on 08 June 2015. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from D Anderson and A Bell. 
 

2. Minute of previous Meeting 
The Minute of Meeting held on 17 March 2015 was approved. 
 

3. Matters arising from previous Meeting 
There were no matters arising. 
 

4. Report by the Principal 
Members noted a report providing information on Student Achievement and 
Community Citizenship Awards 2015; Celtic Media Festival; Ceilidh Experience; 
Music Industry Day 2015; and Networking Event. 
 
Mr Duthie commended the recent Student Achievement and Community 
Citizenship Awards and Ms Simpson commended an art exhibition by students 
following a recent trip to Edinburgh. 
 

5. Matters for Decision 
5.1 College/Local Authority/Schools Partnership Policy 

The Committee undertook a review of the College/Local Authority/Schools 
Partnership Policy, noted the proposed minor changes, and adopted the 
Policy. 
 

5.2 The North East Scotland College Students’ Association: Budget Review 
The Committee considered information on progress made by the Students’ 
Association in relation to the budget for 2015-16 and future years. 
 
Members noted that the Association had made changes to the proposed 
budget since it was last considered by the Committee, including the 
identification of savings and additional income streams.   
 
It was impressed upon the Association that, going forward, it would have to 
work within the budget parameters. 
 



After some discussion the Committee approved the revised budget for 2015-16.  
It was agreed that the budget for 2016-17, when available, would be 
considered regularly by the Committee to enable any potential issues to be 
highlighted and for guidance to be offered to the Association. 
 
Members commended the Students’ Association for the work undertaken to 
review its costs. 
 

5.3 Aberdeen Foyer and North East Scotland College Partnership Agreement 
The Committee considered the proposed arrangements for the partnership 
between the College and Aberdeen Foyer. 
 
Information was provided on the background and context to the partnership; 
respective roles; and the annual programme of activity. 
 
Members noted that Mr Cowie, Vice Principal, monitored the arrangements 
with a representative of the Foyer. 
 
Ms Simpson commended the very positive nature of the partnership. 
 
After some discussion it was agreed that the information presented in the paper 
should be converted into a formal Memorandum of Understanding between 
the two organisations. 
 
The Committee requested further information on the split of operating costs 
between the two organisations, together with an impact assessment of the 
Agreement.  Members also requested to receive a presentation on the 
partnership between the two organisations. 
 
Members asked to be notified of any future Foyer programme awards 
ceremonies. 
 

6. Matters for Discussion 
6.1 Curriculum Planning Arrangements for 2015-16 

The Committee considered a report providing information on the curriculum 
planning arrangements for the College for 2015-16. 
 
Information was provided on the background to the curriculum planning 
process; priorities for the College in AY2015-16; and positioning the curriculum 
for the future. 
 
Members noted the information contained in the paper and asked that details 
of any changes in the curriculum portfolio be included in future version of the 
paper. 
 

6.2 Update on OGAS Activity 
Mr Duthie, Professor Harper, Ms Cormack, and Ms Inglis declared an interest in 
this item by virtue of their roles in partner organisations. 
 
The Committee considered a paper providing information on OGAS activity. 
 
Information was provided on the background to the introduction of the Oil and 
Gas Academy of Scotland (OGAS); the operating budget; projects; 
communications; future financial model; and future membership. 
 
The Committee noted the contents of the report. 



6.3 Partnership Matters 
The Committee considered a paper providing information on the Partnership 
Matters Agreement between the College and a range of partners including 
the region’s two local authorities. 
 
Mr Wallen provided an oral update on a recent meeting of the local Partnership 
Matters Group at which a draft revised Agreement was considered. 
 
Members noted that further amendments would be made to the draft 
Agreement and it would then be considered at a meeting of the Group in June 
2015. 
 

6.4 Update on Students’ Association Activities 
The Committee noted a report providing information on the work of the 
Students’ Association. 
 
Mr Rennie provided further information on donations to charities; elections for 
the two posts of Area Presidents; and positive student feedback on ‘meal deals’ 
provided by the College’s catering contractor. 
 

7. Papers for Information 
7.1 Student Activity 2014-15 

The Committee noted a paper providing information on the current status of 
student activity for the academic year 2014-15. 
 
Mr Cowie drew Members’ attention to the potential shortfall in wSUMS for 
Business and Community Development (BCD) and said that this was in large 
part due to the lead in time for a new contractor appointed to deliver open 
learning provision. 
 
Members were advised that the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) has been 
alerted to the potential shortfall. 
 
The Committee were informed that an update on BCD activity, requested by 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee at its meeting earlier in the day, 
would also be circulated to Members. 
 

7.2 Key Quality Performance Indicators 
The Committee noted a report providing information on key performance 
indicators relating to the Quality function.  It was noted that data for 2014-15 
has been combined for the regional college. 
 
Information was provided on lesson observation; external verification visits; 
student engagement; complaints; and compliments and thanks. 
 
Mr Cowie advised Members of a recent visit by Education Scotland to review 
the College’s lesson observation process and confirmed that positive feedback 
had been received.  
 
A minor amendment to the category of complaints was agreed. 
 
It was noted that staff were being encouraged to forward any compliments 
received for central collation. 
 
 
 



7.3 Student Support Funds 
The Committee noted a report providing information on amounts allocated for 
various support funds and comparative spend of AY2014-15 and AY2013-14. 
 
Information was provided on the background to the allocation of funds; 
general rules for bursary funds; discretionary and childcare funds; childcare 
reserve funds; Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) Programme; and 
disbursement of funds in AY2014-15. 
 

7.4  Students’ Association Trustee Board 
The Committee noted a paper providing information on the Trustee Board of 
the Students’ Association. 
 
Information was provided on the establishment of the Trustee Board; the remit; 
current membership; and the aims of the Board. 
 

8. Summation of Business and date of next Meeting 
The Secretary gave a summation of the business conducted.  The next meeting of 
the Learning & Teaching and Student Services Committee is scheduled to take 
place on Tuesday 21 July 2015 at 1400 hours. 
 

Reserved Item of Business 
9. Matter for Discussion 

9.1 Macduff Learning Centre 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 1515 hours. 

 


