
  
 

 
 LEARNING & TEACHING AND STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 
 

Minute of Meeting of 20 May 2014 
 

The meeting commenced at 1330 hours. 
 
PRESENT – S Cormack, B Cruickshank, D Duthie (Chair), J Harper, J McKendrick, D Michie,  
A Simpson, S Smith, R Wallen 
IN ATTENDANCE – K Milroy, N Cowie, P Sherrington, S Walker, P May, P Kesson 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from A Bell, B Dunn, and C Inglis. 
 

2. Minute of previous Meeting 
The Minute of Meeting held on 18 March 2014 was approved. 

 
3. Matters arising from previous Meeting 

3.1 Training Needs 
Mr Duthie said that, to date, no Members had indicated any training needs to him.  He 
urged Members to identify topics. 
 

3.2 Other matters 
There were no other matters arising. 
 

4. Report by the Principal – Post merger Developments 
The Committee noted a report providing information on post-merger developments in the 
College relevant to the Committee. 
 
Information was provided on matters related to the curriculum, student services and 
organisational services. 
 
Mr Wallen indicated that in session 2014/15 the status quo would remain at Fraserburgh 
Campus in relation to the length of the working day and the October break.  These areas 
would be standardised across the College in session 2015/16. 

 
5. Matters for Decision 

5.1 Sponsorship Policy 
The Committee considered the College’s Sponsorship Policy. 
 
After some discussion the Policy was adopted subject to the insertion of an additional 
bullet point in Paragraph 1.0 to indicate that sponsorship must not have political 
implications. 
 
It was agreed that the Policy would next be reviewed in January 2015. 

 
6. Matters for Discussion 

6.1 Report on the work of Academic Board and its sub-committees 
The Committee considered a report providing information on progress with the work of 
the Academic Board and its sub-committees. 
 
Professor Harper welcomed the report and commented that it was very detailed, and 
useful to have from a governance point of view. 



 

Mr Milroy commented that there was a need for greater emphasis on outcomes and 
employer engagement and requested that additional information be provided in the 
next report. 
 
It was agreed that this item would be placed on the agenda of the Committee at six 
monthly intervals. 

 
6.2 Status Report on Pre-merger Quality Workstream 

The Committee considered a report providing information on the development of 
quality assurance and improvement arrangements for the College. 
 
Information was provided on the progress of the Quality Workstream including 
completed activities and a Quality Action Plan; the quality priorities for the College; 
and Education Scotland Quality Review arrangements. 
 
The Committee commented on the comprehensive nature of the report and noted its 
contents. 

 
6.3 OGAS Outcomes and Update on Progress 

The Committee considered a paper providing an update on the progress of the Oil 
and Gas Academy of Scotland (OGAS). 
 
Information was provided on the background to the establishment of OGAS; the use 
of funds; capital equipment expenditure; current active collaborative projects; future 
developments; and OGAS objectives. 
 
Mr Milroy commented that at a recent Parliamentary Reception for OGAS there was a 
sense that this was a matter of scale. 
 
In declaring an interest by virtue of his role as a member of the Board of ASET, Mr Duthie 
asked if the paper could be made available to ASET Board Members.   It was agreed 
that Mr Duthie would ask Members if they would like to have a talk from Mr Sherrington. 

 
6.4  Students’ Association 

The Committee noted a report providing information on activities carried out by the 
Students’ Association. 
 
Members expressed their thanks to Brian Cruickshank and Jamie McKendrick for their 
highly valued contribution to the work of the Committee and wished them well for the 
future. 
 
The Committee acknowledged the recent successful elections for the posts of Regional 
President and Vice Presidents, and congratulated the Association on being shortlisted 
for two Scottish awards. 

 
7. Papers for Information 

7.1 Student Activity 2013-14 
The Committee noted a report providing information on the current status of student 
activity for the academic year 2013-14.   
 
Members noted that the College is on track to meet the targets set by the Scottish 
Funding Council. 

 
7.2 Key Quality Performance Indicators 

The Committee noted a report providing information on key performance indicators 
relating to the quality function.   



 

Information was provided on lesson observations; external verification visits; 
benchmarking information; student engagement; complaints; and compliments and 
thanks. 

 
7.3 Student Support Funds 

The Committee noted a report providing information on amounts allocated for various 
support funds and comparative spend for AY2013-14 and AY2012-13. 
 
Members commented that it was encouraging to see that funds are being used. 

 
8. Summation of Business and Date of next Meeting 

The Secretary gave a summation of the business conducted.  The next meeting of the 
Learning &Teaching and Student Services Committee is scheduled to take place on 15 
July 2014. 

 
 

The meeting concluded at 1425 hours.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


