
  
 

 
 LEARNING & TEACHING AND STUDENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 
 

Minute of Meeting of 26 November 2013 
 

The meeting commenced at 1400 hours. 
 
PRESENT – A Bell, B Dunn, S Cormack, D Duthie (Chair), J Harper, J McKendrick, R Wallen,  
R Woods 
IN ATTENDANCE – N Cowie, F Hughes, S Walker, P May, P Kesson 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from  
Board Members – C Inglis, D Michie 
Invited Participants – B Cruickshank 

 
2. Report to the Committee by the Principal 

The Committee noted a report providing information on: North East Scotland College 
Membership of the 157 Group; the presentation of an Enterprising Britain Award; ASET’s 
success in winning the SQA Star Award for International Business; North East Scotland 
College Open Days; Education Scotland; Promoted Teaching Structure; North East 
Scotland Shared (NESS) Data Centre. 
 
Principal Wallen informed Members that he had received very positive feedback from 
the recent Aspect Tasks in the areas of ESOL and Computing/Digital Media. 

 
3. Matters for Decision 

3.1 Suggested Future Business of the Committee 
Members considered a paper outlining proposals for the future business of the 
Committee. 
 
The Committee thanked Mrs Walker for her work in the production of the paper and 
noted the information provided in the Curriculum Integration Plan for 2015-16. 
 
After some discussion Members agreed the proposed standard papers to be 
presented to the Committee in the period up to September 2014.  It was noted that 
papers in addition to the standard papers would be submitted for consideration as 
appropriate. 
 
Principal Wallen drew Members’ attention to the important issue of the Constitution 
for the Students’ Association.  He said that a draft Constitution would be considered 
at the Board’s meeting on 09 December 2013, and that the Constitution would be 
finalised for adoption at the Board’s meeting in February 2014. 

 
3.2 The Academic Board and its Sub-Committees 

The Committee considered a paper on the operation of the College’s Academic 
Board and its sub-committees. 
 
Information was provided on the background, rationale and functions of the 
Academic Board. 
 

 



 

Professor Harper commented on the very logical structure of the Academic Board 
and its sub-committees and proposed that it would be helpful for the Learning & 
Teaching and Student Services Committee to receive summaries of key issues arising 
from the Academic Board – or a copy of the record of the meetings. 
 
After some discussion the Committee approved the functions of, and adopted the 
arrangements for, the Academic Board and its Committees.  The Committee also 
decided that the Curriculum Advisory Panel should be renamed Curriculum Approval 
Panel. 
 
The Committee agreed to a suggestion by Mr Duthie that he attend some meetings 
of the Academic Board as an observer.   
 
It was agreed that Principal Wallen would discuss the student voice in the Academic 
Board and its sub-committees with Mr McKendrick. 

 
4. Matters for Discussion 

4.1 Curriculum Planning Arrangements 
The Committee noted information on the curriculum planning arrangements for the 
College. 
 
Information was provided on the background to curriculum planning for 2013-14; 
curriculum delivery in the current year; positioning the College curriculum for the 
future; progression to a fully integrated College curriculum in 2015-16; curriculum 
priorities for the College; and implications of the Letter of Guidance issued by the 
Scottish Government. 

 
4.2 Proposals for Non SFC Funded Activity 

The Committee considered a paper proposing a timeframe to review and consider 
changes to current practice for non SFC funded activity. 
 
Mr Duthie declared an interest in this item by virtue of his role as a Director of ASET. 
 
Information was provided on the current situation, and on recommended priorities 
and next steps. 
 
Members agreed that additional activity should not be sought if it will be a significant 
drain on current resources. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Depute Principal should implement the proposed 
next steps detailed in the paper. 

 
4.3 Quality Assurance Arrangements 

The Committee considered a paper providing information on the development of 
quality assurance and improvement arrangements for the College. 
 
Information was provided on the Quality Strategy; key activities undertaken by the 
Quality Workstream; quality priorities for the College; and Education Scotland quality 
review arrangements. 
 
The Committee noted the contents of the paper. 

 
4.4 Student Support Services Arrangements 

The Committee considered a paper providing information on the current and future 
work of Student Services within the College. 
 



 

Information was provided on the key functional areas; an update on post-merger 
developments; achievements to date; future plans; and an Interdependencies 
Statement. 
 
The Committee noted the contents of the paper. 

 
4.5 Students’ Association Update 

Mr McKendrick provided a précis of a report which had been prepared by Mr 
Cruickshank.  A copy of the précis was tabled.   
 
Mr Duthie informed Members that a copy of the full report was available on request. 
 
Members noted that peer-led review pilots had been undertaken at Fraserburgh 
campus, where classes had been visited to ascertain the quality of their learning and 
teaching experience.  It was agreed that it would be helpful for the Students’ 
Association to prepare a report on the programme of peer-led reviews, identifying its 
strengths and possible areas for development. 

 
4.6 Students’ Association Grant AY2013-14 

Members were informed that, due to circumstances beyond the control of the 
Students’ Association, there would not be a paper relating to the Students’ 
Association Grant presented to the meeting of the Committee. 
 
The accounts of the Association and the proposed budget for 2013-15 will be 
presented to the Committee at its January meeting.  Members were informed that 
the Students’ Association was now in non-compliance of grant.  As such the 
Aberdeen Students’ Association will not currently receive any funds from the College 
but will make arrangements to pay salaries of Association staff from its own resources. 
 
It was noted that both the north and south areas of the Association would continue 
as separate entities until the new Constitution was approved in February 2014. 
 
Mr Duthie thanked Mr Wallen and Mr Hughes for their assistance to Mr McKendrick. 

 
5. Papers for Information 

5.1 Student Activity for 2013-14 
The Committee noted a report providing information on the outturn level of student 
activity in AY2013-14. 
 
Members were informed that, at this stage in the year, the figures should only be read 
as an approximation of the current position.  It was noted that once reporting systems 
have been harmonised, a new report on activity levels may be developed for 
consideration at meetings of the Learning & Teaching and Student Services 
Committee.  Members noted that it was useful having the information presented by 
DPG. 
 
Principal Wallen said that work was in progress to ensure that the College meets its 
WSUMs target, and that the Board’s Planning Event will consider how performance 
indicators can be embodied into ongoing work of the Committees. 
 

 
5.2 Student Performance Indicators 

The Committee noted a report providing information on high level, student-related 
withdrawal rates and success outcomes for 2010 to 2013. 
 



 

Data was provided on student withdrawal and attainment rates; and a proposed full 
review of the College in AY2014-15 by Education Scotland. 

 
5.3 Student Support Funds 

The Committee noted a report providing information on amounts allocated for 
various support funds and comparative spend for AY2013-14 and AY2012-13. 
 
Information was provided on Bursary Funds; Discretionary and Childcare Funds; 
Childcare Reserve; Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) Programme; and 
disbursement of funds up to 29 October 2013. 

 
6. Summation of Business 

The Secretary gave a summation of the business conducted. 
 

7. Date of next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Learning & Teaching and Student Services Committee is 
scheduled to take place on Tuesday 21 January 2014. 

 
 

Mr Duthie thanked members of the Senior Management Team for their very comprehensive 
reports and the meeting closed at 1530 hours. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


