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Meet your new reporters
Hello,
Jess and Louise here! 

We are two Foundation Apprentices in our second year of Creative 
and Digital Media. As part of our work experience, we were asked to 
pull together ideas for this NESCol newsletter covering all you need to 
know from October to the festive season.

We both found out about the Foundation Apprenticeship at the end of 
S4 and thought it would be a fantastic way of broadening our media 
skills at NESCol and preparing us for future jobs and career pathways 
within the media industry. 

To no surprise this incredible college provided us with an 
apprenticeship that not only taught us key skills that we will need in 
the future e.g, filming, making podcasts, creating magazines, creative 
briefs and much more. We are both now on placement as part of the 
Marketing and Communications team within the college. 

Throughout the year we will be given exciting jobs that we will 
complete for the team, both together and individually. The jobs we 
will do will have deadlines and guidelines, quite like a real job in the 
industry would have. This is a fantastic experience for the both of us 
and at the end of this year we will have gained some of the required 
skills for our career’s in the future.

We hope that you enjoy reading our newsletter as much as we did 
creating it!

Sit back…NEStle yourself in…And read on…

By Jess and Louise

Welcome to NESCene!
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Meet the Class of 2019!

Going around the NESCol café, Dino’s, we asked 
a few students for their first impressions

Kate Evans
Age: 17

What School: Lochside Academy
What course: Foundation Apprenticeship Business & Administration

Why are you enjoying college?
The work placement portion of the course and the social aspect.

What’s different about it from school?
The classes are less formal and the days end later.

What do you like most about your course?
The work experience, the opportunities that it provides me with in my 

chosen course.

Jordan Scott
Age: 17
What School: Lochside Academy
What course: HND Music

Why are you enjoying college?
The live performance portions because I enjoy it.

What’s different about it from school?
Less formal than school and only in for 3 days a week.

What do you like most about your course?
The live performance portions and social aspects.

Keir Scorgie
Age: 18

What School: Ellon Academy
What course HND Social Science

Why are you enjoying college?
Interesting Subjects.

What’s different about it from school?
It is less formal and it is less pressure.

What do you like most about your course?
It is an interesting subject and I enjoy the teachers.
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Megan Maciver
Age: 17
What School: Forres Academy 
What course: Entry to Uniformed Services.

Why are you enjoying college?
I’ve made new friends.

What’s different about it from school?
There is half days and there’s WIFI.

What do you like most about your course?
I like the people taking the same course as me.

Alicja Bogorodoz
Age: 18

What School: NESCol
What course: NC Travel & Tourism

Why are you enjoying college?
There is a lot of freedom and the course is really fun.

What’s different about it from school?
We get out early if finished the work, the lecturers are really nice and 

more freedom.

What do you like most about your course?
I like the role-plays that are in my course.

By Jess and Louise
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If you want to study Sport & Fitness, Coaching & 
Developing Sport and Fitness, Health & Exercise, 
Introduction to Sport, Leisure and Fitness and 
Diploma in Sport, Exercise and Fitness, you could go 
into the following careers:

• Sport and Leisure Assistant or Manager

• Sports Coach 

• Personal Trainer

• Fitness Instructor

• Outdoor Activities

• Sport & Exercise Scientist 

• Sports Professional

• PE Teacher 

• Sports Rehabilitator.

Or if you fancy a job in uniformed services, by 
studying this course you could end up in:

• Scottish Prison Services 

• Police Scotland 

• Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 

• Ambulance Service 

• British Army 

• RAF

• Royal Navy

• Royal Marines

• Coast Guard.

If you want to continue your studies, the College has 
great links with the following universities where if 
you meet their conditions, you could enter directly 
into year three.

• Robert Gordon University 

• Abertay University 

• Queen Margret University

• University of Highlands & Islands (UHI)

• The Open University.

Reporter: Louise Forbes 

Fit Like?
Did you know that NESCol offers a 
variety of different courses in Sport, 
Fitness and Uniformed Services?

Profile
Christopher Hay (19) completed his HND Fitness, 
Health & Exercise and recently attended the NESCol 
Aberdeen Graduation Ceremony celebrating two 
years of hard work at the College. 

Former Turriff Academy pupil Christopher has 
always been interested in sports and is a keen rugby 
player, playing for both Ellon and Banff rugby clubs. 
He decided to leave school and focus his studies on 
what he enjoyed best. 

Christopher said, “I’d recommend the course to 
anyone interested in a career in sports & fitness. 
The facilities at College were great, the course was 
really interesting and I made some good friends 
along the way. “

Christopher is now working for Aberdeenshire 
Council as a Senior Exercise Instructor at the Turiff 
Sports Centre and really enjoying the role. 
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One example is the HNC Fashion 
Business? is equivalent to the first 
year of a university degree.

Fashion Business is very much about 
finding out about upcoming trends, 
forecasting and manufacturing and 
the business side of the industry 
such as knowing how to make and 
maintain a profit, and even things like 
how to lay out a shop floor in a way 
that’s eye catching for customers. 

I went along to one of the classes and 
talked to lecturer Jade Fotheringham 
who said, “Currently our year ones 
who are taking this course are 
working on Range Plans”.

A range plan is when you decide 
on a style for the upcoming season 
and select materials, colours and 
patterns. Once styles and designs are 
chosen the students then ‘choose’ a 
retailer and make a catalogue which 
highlights the business side of things 
including price and promotion.

If fashion is 
your passion….
NESCol offers three courses that should satisfy your 
appetite for getting into the fashion industry. 

When I asked Curriculum Manager 
Janice Scott about what happens on 
the NC Fashion Design & Manufacture 
SCQF level 6 Design and Textiles 
course she told me, 

“Students make a folio on everything 
that they do throughout the course. 
They will learn how to design different 
patterns, working on industrial 
sewing machines, weaving, knitting, 
stitching and much, much more”.

If students do well on this course they 
can complete the HND course which 
allows them to go into third year of 
a university textiles degree. NESCol 
students who have taken this course 
have a high success rate and go on 
to have a very rewarding career from 
there on after.

Thank you to Jade and Janice for 
taking the time to speak to me.

By Louise Forbes
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STAR GAZING 
IN THE CITY
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NESCol’s very own Planetarium has re-opened after 10 years of being 
lost in space! 

This facility first opened at the college’s City Campus in 1977 as a 
teaching facility for seafarers who needed to know about the stars to 
help them navigate at sea.

However, as technology took over it was used less and less until it 
bounced back to life in the late 1990’s when it was granted a new lease 
from the Royal Astronomical Society in the form of a grant. With its 
own presenter, visitors and groups had the opportunity to make use of 
it on trips to do with their education. 

Over the past decade it has been used on and off for private events, 
but now the College has decided to re-open for star gazers.

Using a combination of videos projected onto the dome, the 
traditional planetarium projector and a new sound system, the 
first shows were such a success they are offering visitors additional 
opportunities over the coming months including NESCol’s Galactic 
Journey, Saturday Space Club and ‘Let’s look for Aliens!’.

By Jess Berrie

STAR GAZING 
IN THE CITY

Check out our website for events coming up:
www.nescol.ac.uk
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North East Scotland 
College has been 
awarded STEM Assured 
status following a 
detailed audit by the 
STEM Foundation.

What is STEM Assured status?
STEM Assured is the standard for 
assuring the delivery of good-quality 
education & training and is recognised 
by lots of companies, for example: 
Microsoft, EDF Energy and Siemens, 
as an indicator of quality.

The North East of Scotland is a region 
that is dependent on STEM skills 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Maths). The award recognises the 
contribution made by the College 
in providing essential skills, training 
and education in STEM- related 
disciplines enabling people are ready 
for industry needs.

The College provides quality 
learning to its students giving 
them appropriate STEM knowledge 
and skills allowing them to 
excel in workplace areas such as 
Science; Computing; Engineering; 
Automotive; Construction; Sound 
Engineering, and other creative 
fields including web design and 3D 
computer animation.

The College delivers activities in 
schools and college, such as science 
days, Code Craft, STEM Clubs and the 
Planetarium are all in high demand.

NESCol’s commitment to 
STEM is ASSURED

No gender stereotypes
NESCol, in partnership with industry, 
has established programmes which 
are to improve female participation 
in Engineering including the Shell 
sponsored ‘Girls into Engineering’ 
programme which is delivered to 
female pupils across the North 
East of Scotland. The College offers 
STEM experiences to primary school 
children to inspire interest and tackle 
gender exclusion at an early age.

Principal Liz McIntyre commented,  
“I am extremely proud that 
the College has been awarded 
STEM Assured status and 
must applaud the hard work 
of our lecturers and support 
staff who made this possible. 
“The College will continue 
to work in partnership with 
schools and universities to 
deliver STEM skills across all 
age groups and over all areas 
of the Region and we will 
work with industry partners 
to keep abreast of changes in 
technology and equipment 
to enable the currency and 
relevance of our curriculum is 
maintained.’’

By Jess Berrie
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What’s coming up!What’s coming up!

Winter Festival 
(Aberdeen Campus) 
(#Sparkle) 
10-12 Dec, 10-2pm 
& 

Fraserburgh 
Winter Festival
10-12 Dec, 10:30-1:30pm

Come along and take 
part in the winter themed 
activities such as face 
painting, glitter plaits, 
karaoke, choir, Christmas 
gift stalls and much more.

Beauty & the 
Beast Panto
You won’t want to 
miss this!
First shown: 12th-14th Dec

Then: 16th-18th Dec

Tickets and more 
info available on 
Eventbrite 

North Sound 1 Mission 
Christmas Cash for Kids 
Drop off Point

NESCol is now a registered drop off point for 
Cash for Kids donations. If you wish to donate, 
head to the Aberdeen Campus Gallowgate 
entrance where toys and gifts are accepted 
via the library.
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