
CARNEGIE NPFA PLAYING FIELD: 
OLD HIGHWAY RECREATION GROUND, 
HODDESDON,HERTFORDSHIRE

Site details
Location: Rye Road, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, 

EN11 OHS 
Landowner:  Broxbourne Borough Council
Size:  7.1 acres

History
The site was known as the Old Gravel Pit in the late 
19th Century and was part of the area of Hoddeson 
known as Rye Park.

A letter dated 20th January 1933 from Hoddesdon 
Urban District Council states “The Hoddesdon 
Urban District Council are deeply concerned with 
the growing amount of unemployment in the 
District and propose in the near future to organise 
a public meeting with an endeavour to help the 
men as may be within their power. One scheme 
now under consideration is the possibility of 
purchasing about six acres of land in Old Highway, 
Rye Park and converting same into a recreation 
ground or similar purpose for the benefit of the 
inhabitants”

This led to donations from local residents, in addition 
to grants from Carnegie UK Trust and NPFA to 
acquire and lay-out the site as a public playing field. 
The cost of acquiring the land was £585.00.

Grant awards were agreed in 1933 
Carnegie UK Trust grant £260.00
NPFA grant  £90.00

The following facilities were originally installed in 
1933:
• 3 tennis courts   
• 2 netball courts
• Bowling Green 
• 18 hole putting green
• Paddling pool 
• Childrens play area containing large, small,  

plank swings and an ocean wave.
• A pavilion 

Protection status
Broxbourne Borough Council applied for the site to 
become designated as a Queen Elizabeth II Field in 
2012 which was Fields in Trust flagship protection 
programme to celebrate HM The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. The site is protected through a Deed of 
Dedication with Fields in Trust, and the restriction 
is registered at the Land Registry. The link with the 
Carnegie Playing Field grant was not known until 
this pilot project was undertaken.

Facilities and Activities
The park has always provided outdoor sporting 
facilities, the old putting green area was made 
into a community area some years ago and the 
intention is to now add six pieces of outdoor gym 
equipment. Current facilities are:

• 1 grass football pitch
• 1 Multi Use Games Area
• 1 Play area
• 2 tennis courts

The Council have submitted a funding application 
to The Heritage Lottery Fund for a project focussed 
on restoring lost heritage of the site and also 
improving facilities for current users, for example 
new gates at the main entrance put onto the 
original plinths, handrails added to original steps 
and pram entrance, extended pathways to create a 
circular route around the park, 460 metres of which 
would be incorporated into a 400m running track 
with fitness stations. A new pedestrian access will 
be created at the car park entrance and the car 
park will be resurfaced and extended. Play areas 
will be upgraded, a new sensory picnic area will be 
created linking back to the original sunken garden, 
1930’s style planting will be added to restore the 
heritage soft landscaping design. Finally the story 
of the park will be displayed on new signage and 
interpretation throughout the park. The outcome of 
the application will be known in early 2015.



Location

Birds eye view. The area outlined in red is now protected by Fields in Trust
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