
CARNEGIE NPFA PLAYING FIELD: 
HINDHEAD SPORTS GROUND, WAVERLEY

Site details
Location:  Cricket Close, Hindhead, Surrey 

GU26 6RR
Landowner:  NPFA (freehold), Hindhead Playing 

Fields Association (Trustee)
Size:  7.75 acres

History
Hindhead Sports Ground was conveyed to the 
NPFA in October 1929 from the Cubitt Estates Ltd. 
NPFA hold the land in Trust for and on behalf of 
the Hindhead Sports Association. The land is to 
be used as a playing field and recreation ground 
for cricket, lawn tennis and other games or athletic 
sports. The scheme is registered with the Charity 
Commission.

Grant awards were agreed in 1929: 
Carnegie UK Trust grant £150.00
NPFA grant  £50.00

Hindhead, though rich in common land, did 
not possess a playing field for the playing of 
team games. It was decided by residents of 
the neighbourhood to form a local branch of 
the Playing Field Association and to raise funds 
to secure a suitable site at a cost of £775.00. 
Altogether £2,000 was raised for the acquisition 
and improvement, including grants from the 
Carnegie Trustees and the NPFA. The purchase was 
completed in 1929 and the management of the 
ground is in the hands of the local Association. The 
NPFA Annual Report from 1937 presents this case 
as an example of what may be accomplished by 
organised and enthusiastic local effort. 

During the year 1935 the Hindhead Silver Jubilee 
Committee presented to the Playing Fields 
Association wrought iron gates for the entrance to 
the Playing Field, inscribed as a memorial to the 
Silver Jubilee of the reign of King George V.

Protection status
NPFA are named as the proprietor on the freehold 
title register, and hold the land in Trust as a public 
playing field and recreation ground, the land is 
held charitably. The playing field was also given 
the designation of a QEII Field as part of the QEII 
Fields Challenge in 2012. 

Hindhead Playing Field Association manage the 
site and their objects are the preservation and 
maintenance of the Hindhead Playing Field, 
encouragement of cricket, football and other 
bodies including schools to make proper use of  
the field.

Facilities and Activities
The site is used extensively by the local clubs whose 
combined membership exceeds 300. The pavilion 
was refurbished in 2005 within a capital budget 
of £175,000 and provides disabled access to the 
changing rooms and club house where a bar is in 
operation.

Hindhead Playing Field Association aims to retain 
existing members and also encourage further 
members to join. Within their financial limits they 
strive to provide excellent and safe facilities for all 
who enjoy sports participation at the playing field. 
In 2014 with the support of the London Marathon 
Charitable Trust a grant of £10,000 was awarded 
to purchase a cricket bowling machine, deliver 
football coaching sessions and to provide training 
lights on the pitches. The project aims to increase 
the number of young people involved in cricket and 
football. 



Location

Birds eye view. The area outlined in red is now 
protected by Fields in Trust
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