HELENSBURGH
HOCKEY CLUB

PROMOTION
Helensburgh Hockey Club have always prided themselves on being a very
social and welcoming club. Having played Hockey across many cities and
towns in England, the club felt it was time to let others experience the
hospitality with a club tour. Thus – the idea was born for Helensburgh &
Loch Lomond Hockey fling. Together with Loch Lomond Hockey Club, a
select committee sat down in early 2017 to discuss the possibility of
hosting a hockey festival in Helensburgh. The idea was two days of hockey,
coupled with some traditional Scottish events (a boat trip on Loch
Lomond, a ceilidh, etc.) to make a weekend that all would remember.
The inaugural event took place this year, at the end of June, welcoming
teams and players from Ireland, London and just up the road, from Oban.
The main aim of the event was to encourage the more social side of
hockey, as well as making partnerships and friends with other clubs! On
top of that, to advertise the clubs name in Helensburgh and to let them
see there was a hockey club that they could join if they wanted. The plan is
to host this festival each year, at the end of June and to grow and expand
with more teams taking part.

PARTNERSHIPS
The initial site that we wanted to use was a combination of astroturf and
grass, and for that, we had to make contact with Lomond School and the
local Rugby Club. A strong partnership with the school was already in place
having utilised the astroturf on many occasions through the school to club
link, however, links with the Rugby club were few. Meetings were set up
between us and them and a good partnership was formed. The Rugby club
couldn’t have been more accommodating and have already invited us back
for next year. The rugby club also allowed us to camp at the back of their
clubhouse which helped alleviate the accommodation issues.
On top of this, the festival committee were looking to work with local
businesses to give an early injection of cash for the festival. Babcock M&T
and RB Steel both responded positively, sponsoring the event and helping
set up the inaugural event.

SUCCESSES/CHALLENGES
The event was a great success for both clubs. On the pitch, the hockey was
enjoyed by everyone – congratulations to Navan Hockey Club, from
Ireland, winning first place. Off the pitch, the club built good relationships
with the rugby club, Lomond school, and some local businesses. With lots
of positive feedback, a plan for next year is already in discussion to make it
bigger and better.
During the planning stage, a number of challenges arose. Where could we
host such a festival? Who would be involved? What accommodation
would be available? Some answers were simple, while others proved to be
a challenge.
The biggest challenge was getting other clubs and teams to attend. Six
attend this year which was less than what was aimed for. Gauging the
price to charge teams and juggling outgoings was difficult as there was no
idea on what to expect.
It is hopefully however that the publicity received locally, and online from
this year will encourage more attendees next year!

For more
information on accreditation
contact:
katie.brown@Scottish-hockey.org.uk

