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What do umpires do?

Support the game

Support your co-umpire

Support the teams

To 
ensure 
the 
game is 
played 
safely 
and 
fairly
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Season Aims for all umpires

Respect to the teams and each other

Consistency over all the matches for decisions and penalties

Umpires work together as a team

Create an atmosphere to showcase the players

High quality decisions with accuracy
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Key areas



Preparations

Official umpiring gear – look 
professional and bring official 

umpiring tops if you own

Be there a minimum of 30 
minutes before your match

Pre match chat with you 
colleague to ensure 

consistency

Create a Plan A, B and C Read FIH briefing found here
and SH regulations

http://www.fih.ch/inside-fih/our-official-documents/fih-umpires-and-umpire-managers/umpire-managers/
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Communication



Aerials - Rule



Aerials – Practicality



Aerials – Videos



Aerials 



Crowding/Player Behaviour

Active outbursts and misconduct are not good for our sport, remember the impact this has on the 
game and the spectacle and your ability to manage the game

Scottish Hockey has a clean air act which should be enforced

The crowding of players around an umpire is not permitted.  One player may approach an umpire and no 
more and preferably the captain.  If more than one player approaches be proactive and manage the 

situation and if a crown continues to approach use appropriate penalties 



Crowding – Video



Obstruction – Old News?



Obstruction – Video



Breakdown

CONSISTENT LOW LEVEL BREAKDOWNS LEAD TO HIGH LEVEL 
MANAGEMENT ISSUES, DEAL WITH IT AT SOURCE

Recognise and manage all breakdowns

What is a player trying to do?

Look at the game as a whole and not just that decision in isolation

Consistent penalties

Do not interfere if the flow is interrupted
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Penalties – Green Card
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Penalties – Yellow Card (5 Minutes)
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Penalties – Yellow Card (10 Minutes)
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Thought Points



Outcome



Lastly


